
Interpreting Archaeological Data in RAAD:  The Basics 

Understanding the Key Map Layers 

Archaeological Sites:  Archaeological sites are displayed as red polygons.  

These sites are automatically protected under the Heritage Conservation 

Act and are predominantly sites of First Nations heritage that pre-date AD 

1846, burial places, rock art, and wrecks.  Archaeological sites are 

managed by the Archaeology Branch. 

 

Archaeological Overview Assessments:  This layer contains 

archaeological potential mapping where available. It identifies areas that 

have significant potential to contain unknown but protected archaeological 

sites. Areas with significant archaeological potential are displayed as dark 

brown polygons. 

 

Provincial Cadastral (ICI):  This layer displays parcel boundaries. 

 

Historic Places:  Historic Places are displayed as green polygons.  These are predominantly built heritage sites that post-date AD 

1846 and are formally recognized or protected under various legislation.  Historic Places are managed by the Heritage Branch.  

Identifying a Direct Overlap with an Archaeological Site 

A direct overlap with an archaeological site is identified when the archaeological site  

is located on the property or within 50 metres of the property. 

 Direct Overlap with an  

Archaeological Site (true overlap) 
 Direct Overlap with an  

Archaeological Site (within 50 m) 
No Overlap 

44 m 

78 m 

Identifying a Direct Overlap with an Area of Archaeological Potential 

A direct overlap with an area of archaeological potential is identified when the property falls within the dark brown zone.  

If the property falls outside of the dark brown zone, then archaeological potential is low or unknown. 

 Direct Overlap with an  

Area of Archaeological Potential 
No Overlap No Overlap 
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