





















	 Dewdney Trail













	Management Plan

	for Trail Portions

	on Public Forest Lands

	in the Nelson Forest Region















	March 1996

��Contents



�TOC \f�Acknowledgements	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186067  � PAGEREF _Toc436186067 �7��

Summary	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186068  � PAGEREF _Toc436186068 �8��

Introduction	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186069  � PAGEREF _Toc436186069 �12��

of the plan	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186070  � PAGEREF _Toc436186070 �13��

Framework	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186071  � PAGEREF _Toc436186071 �13��

Trail	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186072  � PAGEREF _Toc436186072 �15��

and Vegetation	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186073  � PAGEREF _Toc436186073 �15��

and Description	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186074  � PAGEREF _Toc436186074 �16��

to Grand Forks	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186075  � PAGEREF _Toc436186075 �17��

Lake to Paterson	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186076  � PAGEREF _Toc436186076 �18��

to Fort Shepherd	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186077  � PAGEREF _Toc436186077 �18��

Shepherd to Salmo River	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186078  � PAGEREF _Toc436186078 �18��

River to Kootenay Lake	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186079  � PAGEREF _Toc436186079 �19��

to Fort Steele	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186080  � PAGEREF _Toc436186080 �21��

Steele to Wild Horse River	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186081  � PAGEREF _Toc436186081 �21��

values and uses	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186082  � PAGEREF _Toc436186082 �22��

to Grand Forks	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186083  � PAGEREF _Toc436186083 �24��

Lake to Paterson	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186084  � PAGEREF _Toc436186084 �25��

to Fort Shepherd	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186085  � PAGEREF _Toc436186085 �25��

Shepherd to Salmo River	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186086  � PAGEREF _Toc436186086 �26��

River to Kootenay Lake	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186087  � PAGEREF _Toc436186087 �26��

to Fort Steele	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186088  � PAGEREF _Toc436186088 �26��

Steele to Wild Horse River	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186089  � PAGEREF _Toc436186089 �27��

, recreation and visual management objectives	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186090  � PAGEREF _Toc436186090 �30��

management	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186091  � PAGEREF _Toc436186091 �30��

management	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186092  � PAGEREF _Toc436186092 �31��

management	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186093  � PAGEREF _Toc436186093 �34��

and recommendations for other resource development	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186094  � PAGEREF _Toc436186094 �35��

status	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186095  � PAGEREF _Toc436186095 �41��

implementation	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186096  � PAGEREF _Toc436186096 �43��

Conservation Act permits	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186097  � PAGEREF _Toc436186097 �43��

involvement	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186098  � PAGEREF _Toc436186098 �45��

plan review	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186099  � PAGEREF _Toc436186099 �45��

of Agreement	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186100  � PAGEREF _Toc436186100 �46��

of the Midway to Grand Forks Section	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186101  � PAGEREF _Toc436186101 �53��

of the Christina Lake to Paterson Section	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186102  � PAGEREF _Toc436186102 �55��

of the Pass Between Lost Creek and Summit Creek	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186103  � PAGEREF _Toc436186103 �57��

of the Leach Lake Section	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186104  � PAGEREF _Toc436186104 �60��

of the Wild Horse River Section	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc436186105  � PAGEREF _Toc436186105 �62��

�

��Foreword�tc  \l 1 ""�



British Columbia is a land that runs north and south.  The mountain chains that run the length of the province aid in north-south migrations of animals and people.  These same mountain chains effectively discourage east - west travel.   However, a few east - west routes through the mountains  were found and used by the aboriginal people.  As explorers and settlers sought ways into the southern interior, these routes were occasionally used, although the easier north - south valley routes crossing the 49th parallel were most often used.  In the 1860's, as the political and economic climate of the fledgling country of Canada was changing, it became imperative to develop trade routes that lay entirely north of the 49th parallel.  Thus, in 1865, Edgar Dewdney was commissioned to complete an east-west link across the most southern part of BC, to aid in settlement and commercial trade.  The route Dewdney selected has over the years proved to be so suitable for these purposes, that many sections have been developed into major highways and industrial corridors.  However, sections still exist that have seen little change since the 1860's.  It is these sections that this management plan addresses.



British Columbians recognize the value of protecting heritage resources such as historic routes for their intrinsic values, in addition to the  recreation and tourism opportunities they offer.



This draft management plan has been developed for selected portions of the Dewdney Trail in the Nelson Forest Region to satisfy the Archaeology Branch and the Ministry of Forests requirements for managing heritage trails.  It covers only those portions of the trail that cross Crown Lands within provincial forests which have not been obliterated by large scale industrial activities such as highways, hydro electric lines, gas lines and similar developments.



This draft management plan has been prepared in consultation with the Ministry of Forests (Nelson Forest Region; Boundary, Arrow, Kootenay Lake and Cranbrook Forest Districts), the Archaeology Branch and numerous individuals with a vested interest in the protection of this heritage trail.
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�SummarySummary�tc  \l 1 "Summary"�



The Dewdney Trail has been designated to protect its provincially significant heritage values.





Purpose



The purpose of this plan is to:

recognize the precontact and historic importance of the Dewdney Trail, as well as its role and significance to the people of British Columbia;

provide for appropriate management of the trail and trail corridor by establishing heritage, visual and recreation objectives;

ensure that management objectives are met by establishing guidelines for resource development or activities within the designated trail corridor;

ensure that activities adjacent to the trail corridor are compatible with the objectives of the designated trail, through cooperation with other planning processes and agencies; and

provide a management plan as set out in the Memorandum of Agreement, to meet the requirements of the Archaeology Branch and the Ministry of Forests.







Terms used



The trail corridor is defined as the 200 metre strip, 100 metres on either side of the trail centreline, designated as a heritage trail by the Heritage Conservation Act and as a recreation trail under the Forest Practices Code of B.C. Act.

A Designated Heritage Trail refers to a trail designated under Section 4 of the Heritage Conservation Act.

Permit refers to the document issued under Section 5 of the Heritage Conservation Act.

The Visual Quality Objective of retention, means that alterations to the landscape are not easily seen.

�Management Objectives



To ensure that the heritage, recreation and visual values of the trail and trail corridor are maintained for the enjoyment of residents and visitors, the following objectives were established:





Heritage management



protect the precontact and historic resources along the trail and trail corridor;

ensure that the BC Archaeological Impact Assessment Guidelines are followed; and

promote awareness, appreciation and conservation of the heritage resources of the  trail.





Recreation management



manage the trail corridor in a manner that compliments Landscape Level Plans;

enhance visitors’ recreational and aesthetic enjoyment of the trail corridor by identifying and providing an appropriate range of low-impact, high-quality recreational opportunities;

improve inventories of recreation resource values along the trail corridor and in adjacent areas;

establish survey and management techniques for identifying, monitoring and controlling adverse impacts;

preserve and protect the trail tread and trail corridor along the footpath and wagon road portions from any alterations other than those in keeping with this management plan;

portions of the trail that are off of utility corridors will be managed for non-motorized use; and

enhance awareness and appreciation for the Dewdney Trail.





Visual Management



Within the 200 metre wide trail right-of-way, the visual quality objective for the designated portions of the Dewdney Trail corridor will be retention.



Outside the 200 metre wide trail right-of -way, but adjacent to it, visual quality objectives will apply if the trail is visible from a community, numbered highway or recreational waterway.  These visual quality objectives will be established in Lower Level Plans.

�Summary of guidelines and recommendations for resource development



The following guidelines are established to keep resource management activities consistent with the heritage, recreation and visual objectives of this plan.





Access



require a permit for all forest access construction within the trail corridor;

wherever possible, existing road crossings will be used;

if additional roads are required, the road crossings will be located at right angles to trail or as close as possible thereto;

if additional roads are required, the number of road crossings will be kept to the essential minimum;

where a road crosses the trail, access to the trail will be maintained and kept free of debris;

signs, clearly visible from a crossing road, will be erected at trail entry and exit points;

discourage use of motorized, wheeled vehicles on original tread portions of the trail; and

maintain the existing original trail bed to accommodate foot, horse and mountain bike use.





Range



recognize range use and improvements and the traditional movement of livestock as acceptable resource uses within the trail corridor;

activities should not alter or deface the trail;

activities should not interfere with free public passage along the trail;

require permits for any alterations within the trail corridor; and

salting and water holes to be developed outside of the trail corridor.





Timber



consistent with the Kootenay Land Use Plan, timber within the trail corridor will not be available for regular scheduled harvesting, except in emergency situations such as disease, insect infestations, or fire; and

if emergency forest harvesting occurs, all operations will be conducted so that the existing original trail bed is protected.

�Emergency Situations



forest health practices should utilize low impact methods; and

maximum flexibility in dealing with fire situations should be allowed; however, the designated heritage trail integrity should be maintained where possible and rehabilitation of the designated heritage trail should be mandatory where its integrity is disrupted.

�1	  Introduction Introduction�tc  \l 1 " Introduction"�



In 1846 the 49th parallel was established to separate the British Empire from the United States of America.  By the 1860's, prospectors were working in the vicinity of Vermilion Forks (Princeton) and Rock Creek.  In order to maintain British control in these areas, James Douglas, the Governor of the Colony of British Columbia, contracted Edgar Dewdney to build a trail into these areas following a route found by Sergeant McColl of the Royal Engineers.

In 1864 gold was discovered in Wild Horse Creek.  The north-south valleys that dominate the topography between Wild Horse Creek and Rock Creek were providing easy routes for the movement of supplies to Wild Horse Creek and gold from Wild Horse Creek.  However, these valley routes crossed into the United States, thus the Americans could exercise control over the flow of goods to and from this remote part of the Colony of British Columbia.  In the spring of 1865, Frederick Seymour, who had recently replaced James Douglas as Governor, decided to rectify the situation.  He commissioned Dewdney to find and build a mule trail from Osoyoos Lake to Wild Horse Creek that would be entirely north of the 49th parallel.  Dewdney began the project in April of 1865.  After a reconnaissance of existing routes and trails, he decided to use those that lay just north of the 49th parallel, upgrading them to the standards delineated in his commission.  Between July and October, he had several crews working on various portions of the trail.  By mid-October of 1865, the new trail to Wild Horse Creek was essentially done except for some creek crossings that would need to be bridged for high water, and the marsh land at the south end of Kootenay Lake.

Gold is a fickle master.  By 1866 the gold rush had moved elsewhere.  Dewdney’s trail was not used as much as was anticipated.  By the early 1880's the section through the West Kootenays had fallen into disrepair, and was virtually impassable. 

The next hundred years saw the same route that Dewdney chose developed into highways and utility corridors.  Resource extraction obliterated sections of the trail.  However, some sections remained relatively undisturbed.

The Heritage Conservation Act recognizes and protects trails with historical and heritage significance in British Columbia.  Portions of the Dewdney Trail were designated as an Historic Site by Order-In- Council on April 10, 1991.  The designated portions are located on Crown Land along the Wild Horse River; near the headwaters of Summit Creek and down to the Kootenay River; and from the Rossland Summit (Record Ridge - Mount Sophia pass) to Christina Creek.

This management plan is a joint effort of the Ministry of Forests, the Ministry of Small Business, Tourism and Culture and numerous individuals with a vested interest in protection of the Dewdney Trail.

�1.1	Purpose of the planof the plan�tc  \l 2 "of the plan"�



The purpose of this plan is to:

recognize the precontact and historic importance of the Dewdney Trail;

establish heritage, recreation and visual objectives for the management of the trail and trail corridor;

ensure those objectives are met by establishing guidelines for resource development or activities within the designated corridor;

ensure that any activities adjacent to the trail corridor are compatible with the objectives of the designated trail, through cooperation with other planning processes and agencies; and

meet the requirements of the Memorandum of Agreement for a management plan jointly approved by the Ministry of Forests and the Ministry of Small Business, Tourism and Culture.





1.2	Administrative FrameworkFramework�tc  \l 2 "Framework"�



Heritage Trails are jointly managed by the Ministry of Forests and the Ministry of Small Business, Tourism and Culture under the auspices of:

The Heritage Conservation Act;

The Memorandum of Agreement between the Ministry of Forests and the Ministry of Small Business, Tourism and Culture;

an approved Management Plan; and

The Forest Practices Code of B.C. Act.



In order to understand the administrative framework in place for the management of heritage trails, a brief explanation is provided concerning the above and how they interact.



1.2.1	The Heritage Conservation Act

This act provides for the designation of land as a Provincial Heritage Site.  Any activities that may alter the designated area require a permit from the Ministry of Small Business, Tourism and Culture.



1.2.2	The Memorandum of Agreement

This agreement provides for the coordination of the two ministries regarding the identification, designation and management of heritage trails.  Under this agreement, the authority to issue permits is delegated from the Ministry of Small Business, Tourism and Culture to the Forest District Manager responsible for the day-to-day management of the ‘Designated Provincial Heritage Site’‘



The delegation of this authority is contingent upon the preparation of a mutually acceptable management plan for the heritage trail, approved by the Forest Service and the Archaeology Branch.

�The agreement between these two ministries ensures that the heritage, recreation and visual values of designated trails are maintained and given priority over other resource values.  Only those development activities that maintain the trail’s special values will be permitted.





1.2.3	An Approved Management Plan

A management plan, jointly approved by the Forest Service and the Archaeology Branch, is a requirement of the Memorandum of Agreement and provides a framework for maintaining the integrity of the trail as a heritage site.  This plan must provide heritage, recreation and visual objectives and guidelines for any other resource development.





1.2.4	The Forest Practices Code of B.C. Act

This act gives the Chief Forester the authority to establish a Heritage Trail as a forest recreation trail.  This establishment gives the Forest Service the authority to enforce recreational use rules and regulations; the authority to restrict or prohibit recreational use in Provincial Forests, except where specifically permitted under another act; and the authority to establish objectives for managing trails.

�2	The TrailTrail�tc  \l 1 "Trail"�



2.1	Physiography�tc  \l 2 ""�



The portion of the Dewdney Trail covered by this management plan crosses 3 mountain units within the Columbia Mountain system; namely the southern Monashees, southern Selkirks and the southern Purcells.



The southern Monashees are 90 km in width and stretch from the Kettle River west to the Columbia River.  The valleys trend north to north-east separating rounded peaks with heights around 2150 metres.  The trail crosses the Rossland Range at 1540 metres, south of it’s highest peak, Old Glory at 2376 metres.  The geology of the area contains basalts, gneisses, granites and various sedimentary rocks.  The valleys contain morainal and glaciofluvial deposits.



The southern Selkirks separate the Columbia River from Kootenay Lake.  The Selkirks are divided by the Salmo River into the Bonnington and Nelson Ranges.  The Dewdney Trail passes to the south of the Bonnington Range and crossed the Nelson Range at an elevation of 1920 metres.  The peaks in the Nelson Range reach elevations of 2140 metres.  They are generally rounded, but do have late stage cirques on their north aspects.  The geology is mainly metamorphic and sedimentary with extensive morainal and colluvial deposits.



The trail crosses the southern Purcells south of the Moyie Range and north of the Yahk and McGillvary Ranges.  The summits in this area are below 2130 metres and are subdued and wooded.  The west flowing drainages of the southern Purcells are shorter and steeper than those drainages flowing east.  The geology is mainly sedimentary and metamorphic.  Soils are mainly fluvial in origin.



The Dewdney Trail then crosses the Rocky Mountain Trench, which is characterized by terraced fluvial deposits and recent river gravels.  Beyond the trench the trail enters the Hughes Range of the Rocky Mountains via Wild Horse River.  The geology of this area is largely sedimentary and the surrounding terrain is rugged.





2.2	Climate and Vegetationand Vegetation�tc  \l 2 "and Vegetation"�



The climate and vegetation of an area is determined by elevation and aspect.  The Dewdney Trail passes through many climatic and vegetative zones as it climbs over the mountain ranges and dips down into the valleys between Christina Lake and Wild Horse River.



In the lowest elevations (500 - 900 metres) and the south aspects around Christina Lake, Creston and the Rocky Mountain Trench, summers are hot and dry and the winters have little snow.  The vegetation is dominated by open stands of ponderosa pine with bunchgrass and balsam root.  Aspen and saskatoon can be found along the bottom of the drainages.

�At a slightly higher elevation (700 - 1200 metres) around Christina Lake, the Pend d’Oreille River and the east facing slopes of the Purcells, the climate is characterized by warm summers and dry winters.  Stands of Douglas fir with an undergrowth of wheatgrass, pinegrass, saskatoon and rose cover these areas.



At mid-elevations (up to 1500 metres) the winters are cool with fair accumulations of snow and the summers are warm and wet.  The vegetation is composed of climax stands of western red cedar, western hemlock with seral stands of lodgepole pine, Douglas fir and western larch.  Representative areas of this zone are along the Moyie, Yahk and Salmo Rivers.



At the highest elevations (up to 2000 metres) the climate is cold and wet with large accumulations of snow.  Typical vegetation of this zone is stands of Engelmann spruce and subalpine fir with an often dense undergrowth of shrubs such as white rhododendron.  The forested areas are often cut by avalanche paths of dense alder.  The pass between Lost Creek and Summit Creek is representative of this zone.





2.3	Location and Descriptionand Description�tc  \l 2 "and Description"�



The Dewdney Trail runs just north of the 49th parallel across southern British Columbia, between Hope and Wild Horse River.  Many portions of the original route are now provincial highways, forest access roads, hydro electric line rights-of-way and natural gas rights-of -way.  Private land holdings now blanket portions of the Dewdney Trial.  In some instances, the original Crown grants contain a statement excluding existing trails and roads from private ownership.



In the Kootenays, several Crown land sections remain as trail or wagon road and are suitable for recreational use.  While it is these sections that this management plan will specifically address, the following provides a brief description of what is known of the Dewdney Trail today, including those sections on private land.





2.3.1	Midway to Grand Forksto Grand Forks�tc  \l 3 "to Grand Forks"�



A number of short sections of the original trail were identified throughout this area by Parks Branch in a 1972 reconnaissance of the Dewdney Trail.  The trail from Boundary Falls, up McCarren Creek, to the height of land is all on private land.  



Pieces of the original trail were identified on Crown land along May Creek.  The Forest Service will develop the existing original tread, and connecting segments, to be utilized as a Forest Service Recreation Trail, with designation as a Heritage Trail under Section 4 of the Heritage Conservation Act.  (See map, Appendix 8.2)

�2.3.2	Christina Lake to PatersonLake to Paterson�tc  \l 3 "Lake to Paterson"�



The 37 km long section from Christina Lake to Highway 22 is the longest used portion of the trail.  Until 1898, and the arrival of the CPR line to the town of Cascade, the Dewdney Trail was the main east-west link between Kettle Valley and the Columbia Valley.  Thus, the 4 foot wide tread that Dewdney’s crew constructed was maintained until the turn of the century.  In the early 1920's the Cascade Highway was built between Christina Lake and Rossland.  This new road crossed the Dewdney Trail many times, but did not follow it for any distance.  The Dewdney Trail continued to be used by local ranchers and farmers for moving their cattle and as a horse trail, while the Cascade Highway became important for larger conveyances.  Prior to this, around 1905, the West Kootenay Power and Light Company built a transmission line west of Rossland, using parts of the Dewdney Trail for their access road and right-of-way.  In the late 1970's BC Hydro installed lines parallel to the West Kootenay Power line, but on a grander scale.  Forest harvesting has had an impact on the trail also.  However, the transmission line rights-of-way have been the most disruptive influence on the Dewdney Trail through out this section, obliterating the trail in many places and changing the character of the landscape.



In 1972, the Parks Branch did a reconnaissance of the Christina Lake to Paterson portion of the trail and found that 70 percent of the original trail was still intact.  Approximately one half of this is on Crown Land and has been maintained as a recreational trail since 1973.



This section of trail is primarily used by equestrians, hikers and mountain bikers.  (See map, Appendix 8.3)





2.3.3	Paterson to Fort Shepherdto Fort Shepherd�tc  \l 3 "to Fort Shepherd"�



It is possible to follow much of the trail from Highway 22, near Paterson, to the outskirts of Rossland.  However, this section of the Dewdney Trail is primarily on private land.  From Rossland to Fort Shepherd, the trail is believed to be obliterated by highways and private development.





2.3.4	Fort Shepherd to Salmo RiverShepherd to Salmo River�tc  \l 3 "Shepherd to Salmo River"�



This section of the Dewdney Trail is primarily on private land, and much of it is covered by roads or possibly even flooded.  Several sections are likely to exist criss-crossing or parallelling the existing road along the lower portion of the Salmo River. Only the Pete Creek portion, managed by the Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks, is on Crown Range.



�2.3.5	Salmo River to Kootenay LakeRiver to Kootenay Lake�tc  \l 3 "River to Kootenay Lake"�



This section of the trail follows Lost Creek to the Salmo-Creston summit just north of the pass used by Highway 3.  The pass at 1920 metres, is the highest point on the entire Dewdney Trail.  The trail then follows Summit Creek to a crossing point of the Kootenay River just north of Leach Lake.  At higher elevations, the trail is located on Crown land. Some portions of the trail were obliterated by roads and construction work connected with the laying of the natural gas pipeline and the installation of the BC Hydro electric towers.  The best preserved portion of the trail is about 3 km in length and found near the summit of the pass between Lost Creek and Summit Creek.  It is along here, that dry stack rock walls supporting the trail bed can be seen.  This section of the trail is used primarily by hikers.  (See map, Appendix D.)



The Salmo-Creston Pass has a short snow free season, usually from late May to early November, which precluded it being used through out the year by early settlers.  Thus, the trail fell into disuse as the valley bottom route along the Kootenay River was more suitable for year round travel.  By 1898, the CPR rail line extended as far as Kootenay Landing at the south end of Kootenay Lake.  From here on, passengers and freight continued west by steamer to Nelson.  In 1899, additional track was laid by the CPR, closing most of the gaps in rail service as far as Midway.  In 1900, rail was laid to fill the Nelson to Proctor gap and in subsequent years the line was completed down the west side of Kootenay Lake.  From Nelson, passengers and freight travelled south by trail and later wagon road to Salmo.  Only a few travellers used the Dewdney trail between Kootenay Lake and Salmo.  Most of those that did were prospectors using the trail to access the country adjacent to it, in hopes of finding their Eldorado.



In Lost and Summit Creeks, only the higher elevation portions of the trail have been located, as much of the trail was obliterated by roads and construction work connected with the laying of the natural gas pipeline and the installation of the BC Hydro electric towers.  In Summit Creek, Highway 3 is located on top of much of the mid-elevation to lower elevation portions of the trail, although it is suspected that very short sections parallelling the highway can be found adjacent to the right-of-way. 



A 3 km section of trail along Leach Lake is on Crown land.  This section receives a fair bit of recreational use as it begins at the Summit Creek Campground adjacent to the Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area and is used for wildlife viewing and bird watching.  A portion of this section is also on private land and is not addressed by this plan.  (See Map, Appendix 8.5)

�2.3.6	Creston to Fort Steeleto Fort Steele�tc  \l 3 "to Fort Steele"�



From Creston to Moyie Lake, the Dewdney Trail follows much the same route as Highway 3.  However, short sections of the original trail are still discernable on the ground.  There are sections by Moyie and Yahk that local residents have identified as part of the original trail.  From the north end of Moyie Lake, the Dewdney Trail followed Peavine Creek towards Cranbrook, but it is believed that much of this section is obliterated by old roads.  From Cranbrook to Fort Steele, the route likely followed the present highway and abandoned railroad.





2.3.7	Fort Steele to Wild Horse RiverSteele to Wild Horse River�tc  \l 3 "Steele to Wild Horse River"�



In early June 1865, when Edgar Dewdney arrived at Wild Horse River, there were 20 miners working the area, who had already built trails.  He proceeded to blaze a first rate line, despite the fact that he found the mining camp much less prosperous than anticipated and concluded that the revenue from the area would be much less than predicted.  The line Dewdney chose probably used some of the existing mining trails.   Although roads have replaced some of the trail in this drainage, the 2 km section of trail along Wild Horse River is the best preserved section in the East Kootenays.   



This entire 2 km section is on Crown land, adjacent to the Wild Horse River Forest Road.  In 1985 a forest fire burned over the trail, leaving a stand of fire killed trees.  Salvage logging in 1985 and 1986, to within 20 metres of the centreline of the trail, retrieved all merchantable trees.  It is anticipated that for the next 20 years,  fire killed trees will fall onto the trail and need to be removed.



This portion of the trail is used primarily by hikers.  (See map, Appendix 8.6)

�3	Resource values and usesvalues and uses�tc  \l 1 "values and uses"�



This section describes the resource values and uses that were identified for the Dewdney Trail in the development of this management plan and focuses on the Crown managed portions of the trail.





3.1	Heritage�tc  \l 2 ""�



The Dewdney Trail is the most significant historic trail across Southern British Columbia.  The route adopted by Edgar Dewdney was part of a network of aboriginal trails.  The trail has recognized heritage values that begin with the retreat of the glaciers, about 10,000 years ago.  At that time, aboriginal peoples migrated north following the game up the newly exposed valley bottoms revealed by the retreating glaciers.



The main heritage resource is the trail itself.  The route Dewdney followed was pieced together from existing routes used by aboriginal peoples, some of which had been developed by the fur traders who came to do business with them.  From the Kettle River, Dewdney followed McKay’s trail to the Columbia at Fort Shepherd.  He then chose to follow the route taken by the Palliser Expedition in 1859, and improved by the  Hudson’s Bay Company in 1864.  This trail went up the Pend d’Oreille and the Salmo Rivers, and up Lost Creek, then down Summit Creek to Kootenay Lake.  He then adopted another  old trail to the valley of the Moyie.  Here he connected with an aboriginal trail that had become known as the Walla Walla trail, to miners heading north to Wild Horse River.  Upon his arrival at Wild Horse River, he found only 20 miners remaining from the rush of 1864.  They had built trails into their works, and Dewdney used many portions of their trail as he continued up the Wild Horse River.



Dewdney faced many challenges.  In his letters to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works and Surveyor General, he reported “several hurricanes” between the mouth of the Kootenay River and Fort Shepherd that flattened miles of forests, making the route impassable.  These same storms left “not a tree standing” along the route between Kootenay Lake and the Columbia River, making it necessary to do “extra chopping” to reopen the route.  Dewdney had to find another crossing at the south end of Kootenay Lake, as the one in use at that time was a few hundred metres south of the 49th parallel.  In addition, there were several river crossings that would need to be bridged or goods ferried across. To add to the challenge, the Summit Creek Pass was only snow free for a few months of the year and the 3 mile stretch across the flats at the south end of Kootenay Lake, was difficult to cross due to high flood waters.  Last but not least, was the time frame.  He was charged with exploring the country between Osoyoos and the Wild Horse River for the purpose of finding and  constructing a mule trail with grades that did not exceed 12 percent.  The trail was to be completed the same year of his commission.



�Since almost of all Dewdney’s route followed aboriginal trails, which were later used by missionaries, fur traders, miners and the early settlers, there are artifacts and archaeologically significant sites that span from precontact to recent history all along the trail.  Many of these locations are unknown and/or unrecorded, as most of the Dewdney Trail has not had an archaeological survey done on it, except for the portion between Grand Forks and Christina Lake, which was surveyed in the mid 1970's by M. Friesinger.  The greatest concentration of precontact sites is expected to be along the valley bottoms.  The Cranbrook area had been used since the retreat of the glaciers, as has the south end of Kootenay Lake, Christina Lake, the flats below Cascade Canyon, and the Columbia River Valley.  Many of these sites have yet to be located and excavated and as such are protected, unless they are unwittingly disturbed through the development of other resource values.  The pictographs found south of Cranbrook have been covered with earth to protect them.



Many of the historic resources associated with the early settlers and miners that used the Dewdney Trail still are apparent to the traveller of today.  Buildings and their remains, modern artifacts, trash heaps, old trap sets and remains of early mining activity are scattered all along the trail.  These unprotected sites are in many ways in greater danger of being lost, than the as yet undiscovered sites below the ground.  Being more obvious, they attract peoples attention and curiosity.  Furthermore, being exposed to the elements, they are constantly deteriorating through weathering.  Some of the highly visible and easily accessed historic sites are Fort Steele, Fort Shepherd,  an old homestead in Bowser Creek, the Diamond Mine, Velvet Mine, and Neptune Mine, and other diggings adjacent to the trail.  In some places, the original dry stack walls built by Dewdney’s crews as retaining walls still remain.



In addition, there are numerous precontact and historic sites located on private land and highway rights-of-way that are outside the scope of this plan.





3.2	Recreation�tc  \l 2 ""�



The Dewdney Trail has been proposed as part of the Centennial Trail that stretches from Victoria, B.C. to Banff, Alberta.  Currently, it is also being considered for inclusion in the Trans Canada Trail.



Population growth in the Kootenays, and outdoor recreation trends suggest that recreational use of the Dewdney Trail will increase for the predictable future.  To some people, the trail is important for the heritage and recreation values which they know are protected for future generations.



Recreation opportunities presently available along the trail include:

hiking

mountain biking

horseback riding

cross country skiing

bird watching

�wildlife viewing

nature study

hunting

scenic viewing

historic viewing and interpretation

mushroom and berry picking

photography

rock hounding and recreational gold panning

camping



Trail use (further addressed in Section 4.2 Recreation Management) will be monitored and managed to protect:

the integrity of the ecosystem;

the natural and human heritage qualities of the trail corridor; and

the recreational values, while considering the interests and concerns of the aboriginal peoples and licensed resource users.





3.2.1	Midway to Grand Forksto Grand Forks�tc  \l 3 "to Grand Forks"�



This section of the Dewdney Trail requires mapping,  map notating and heritage designation prior to inclusion in the management plan.  Both ends of this section of the trail are easily accessed by secondary roads and forest roads.  This section of the trail, once reopened, will likely be used by hikers, equestrians, mountain bikers and history buffs.  (See map, Appendix 8.2)



3.2.2	Christina Lake to PatersonLake to Paterson�tc  \l 3 "Lake to Paterson"�



This section of the Dewdney trail holds recreational appeal for hikers, equestrians, mountain bikers and history buffs.  About 90% of this section of the trail is on Crown land.  Much of the trail is easily accessed by highways and forest roads.  The most eastern end of this section of trail is accessed from Highway 22.  The Old Cascade Highway closely follows the general route, touching on it or crossing it in several places..  This road is usually accessible to 2 wheel drive vehicles in the snow free season, as much of it is maintained by the Ministry of Transportation and Highways to good gravel road standards.  The remainder is forest road and receives occasional maintenance.  The trail through this section is also accessible from roads built to service the power lines and natural gas pipe line that follow the trail for significant sections.



There are 2 vehicle-access Forest Service recreation sites along this portion of trail.  One is located at Trout Creek and the other is at Santa Rosa Creek.



�This section of the Dewdney trail is used by the West Kootenay Horse Association for their annual ride.  Members of this group were active in the location of this trail in 1974 and have continued to play a very active role in the maintenance and management of the trail.  Their primary concern is accessing the trail through private lands or developing suitable routes around private lands.



In more recent years, mountain biking has become very popular in the Grand Forks and Rossland areas.  In 1995, a total of 63 people signed the trail register located at the west end of the trail, of these, 26 were biking.  From the Rossland Summit to Highway 22 the trail is 95% on private land.  This section of the trail is heavily used by local mountain bikers as part of a circle route from Rossland.  The Rossland Mountain Bike Society would like to formalize their use of this section of the trail to assure continued availability of this recreation opportunity and facilitate management of the trail for recreation use.  (See map, Appendix 8.3)



3.2.3	Paterson to Fort Shepherdto Fort Shepherd�tc  \l 3 "to Fort Shepherd"�



This section of the Dewdney Trail is primarily on private land.  Much of the trail is under Highway 3B.  Visitors to the area are made aware of the historic significance of the route they are taking through highway signage.  It is not within the scope of this plan to address management issues associated with the Dewdney Trail in this section.



3.2.4	Fort Shepherd to Salmo RiverShepherd to Salmo River�tc  \l 3 "Shepherd to Salmo River"�



Prior to inclusion of the Crown portions of the trail in a management plan, a field survey will be required to ascertain location, the results plotted on maps, map notated and statused.



3.2.5	Salmo River to Kootenay LakeRiver to Kootenay Lake�tc  \l 3 "River to Kootenay Lake"�



At lower elevations in Lost Creek, the Dewdney Trail has been obliterated by road construction associated with BC Hydro and natural gas rights-of -way and highway construction.  Near the height of land, the utility corridors deviate from the trail and the trail is visible on the ground through the alpine section. This portion of the trail is accessible from the aforementioned roads and from hiking trails in Stag Leap Provincial Park.  The sub-alpine and forested portions of the trail are in poor condition due to windfalls, slumping, poor drainage and being overgrown with brush.  Users periodically clear the trail.  To date, members of the Salmo Valley Museum Society have been actively involved in the location of additional portions of the trail in this section.



The high elevation part can be accessed from the power line where it intersects Highway 3, east of Kootenay Pass, or from trails within Stag Leap Provincial Park.  This section of trail is used both as a hiking trail and as a horse trail.  (See map, Appendix 8.4)

�There is a 5.5 km section of trail along Leach Lake.  About 3 km of it are on Crown land.  The entire 5.5 km section receives a fair bit of recreational use as it begins at the Summit Creek Campground adjacent to the Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area and is used for wildlife viewing and bird watching. This portion of the trail is managed jointly by the Ministry of Forests, the Creston Historical Society, the Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area and the private land owners.  (See map, Appendix 8.5)



3.2.6	Creston to Fort Steeleto Fort Steele�tc  \l 3 "to Fort Steele"�



A small section of the Dewdney Trail within the community of Yahk, has been identified and the tread edged in white rock.  This section is heavily used by locals.



3.2.7	Fort Steele to Wild Horse RiverSteele to Wild Horse River�tc  \l 3 "Steele to Wild Horse River"�



There is 2 km of trail up Wild Horse River that is the best preserved section of the Dewdney Trail in the East Kootenays.  It’s proximity to Fort Steele combined with easy access make it a popular short hike for locals and visitors alike.  The trail head and terminus are accessible from the Wild Horse River Forest Road, by two wheel drive vehicle.



The East Kootenay Historical Society has been actively involved in the management and maintenance of this portion of the trail.    (See map, Appendix 8.6)





3.3	Landscape�tc  \l 2 ""�



The visual resource is very important to the recreational activities discussed in the previous section.  The wildlife, picturesque heritage buildings, rivers and streams, mountain views and forest scenery are part of the attraction of the trail.  Unfortunately, the power lines and natural gas pipeline has had a significant adverse impact on portions of the trail.  While this management plan deals only with the 200 metre corridor, visual concerns extend far beyond this to the entire view scape.  This is particularly significant at higher elevations and along waterways.



On Provincial forest land, visual issues outside the 200 metre corridor are dealt with through Lower Level Plans .  The Forest Service has no control over the visual impact of timber removal on private land.





3.4	Water�tc  \l 2 ""�



All of the water courses along the trail are sources for domestic water.  Every effort must be made to protect the water from contamination.

�3.5	Range�tc  \l 2 ""�



There are currently 9 range permittees holding tenures within or adjacent to the Dewdney Trail.  There are 3 permittees in May Creek and 3 between Fort Shepherd and Salmo. There is one permittee in each of the following sections: Wild Horse River to Fort Steele, Fort Steele to Cranbrook, and Cranbrook to Moyie Lake.



The existing and potential use of Crown forage and necessary improvements are recognized as acceptable resource uses within the Dewdney Trail corridor.  There is some concern that recreationists may have negative impacts on range improvements such as gates and fences or that they may leave gates open or close gates inappropriately.  Potential solutions are addressed in Section 5.2.





3.6	Timber�tc  \l 2 ""�



The designated portion of the Dewdney Trail is approximately 28 kilometres long.  Most of it is through commercially harvestable timber except for a short alpine section between Lost Creek and Summit Creek.  The trail corridor encompasses a total area of approximately 560 hectares.



The Dewdney Trail passes through many timber types as it climbs over mountain ranges and dips down into the valleys.  The trail passes through all the typical Kootenay types, a mosaic of Douglas fir, lodgepole pine, ponderosa pine, western larch, western hemlock, Engelmann spruce, western red cedar and subalpine fir.  Slope, aspect, elevation and soil depth determining the mix. The timber stands range in age from immature to mature.



Some timber harvesting has occurred along the trail, mainly in Bitter Creek, Santa Rosa Creek and Wild Horse River.



In addition to the Small Business Forest Enterprise Program, the following licensees currently have harvesting interests in the vicinity of the Dewdney Trail:

Crestbrook Forest Industries Ltd.

Wynndel Box and Lumber Co. Ltd.

Pope and Talbot Ltd.

J. H. Huscroft Ltd.



Forest insects, predominantly mountain pine bark beetle, have had a significant impact on harvesting.  Since the early 1980's outbreaks of mountain pine bark beetle have resulted in intensive control or eradication measures and salvage operations.  Any such actions within the corridor must be carried out consistent with the guidelines and constraints outlined in Section 5.3.







�3.7	Wildlife�tc  \l 2 ""�



The area surrounding the Dewdney Trail supports a variety of mammals, birds and reptiles.  Of the big game species, white tail and mule deer are the most abundant and sought after.  Grizzly and black bear are found along the trail, with the grizzlies most common in the higher elevations and the more remote sections of the trail.  A small herd of mountain caribou range from the United States up into the height of land between Lost Creek and Summit Creek.



Kootenay Lake and the sloughs of the Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area are famous for migratory birds.  Great blue herons, many species of ducks, bald and golden eagles, trumpeter swans, and numerous species of song birds are the drawing card on that section of the Dewdney Trail.  Amphibians and reptiles unique to the area also are a drawing card for recreationists intent on nature study.





3.8	Minerals�tc  \l 2 ""�



Volcanics, hydro thermal and intrusive dikes entered into and overlayed metamorphic areas resulting in deposits of minerals.  Gold, silver, lead, zinc and copper were of particular interest to the early prospectors who travelled the Dewdney Trail.  Old mines and ruins adjacent to the trail speak of their success.  Some of these mines became the birth place of prosperous towns that have survived until this very day.  Through out the Kootenays, mining activity dominated the economy until relatively recently.

�4	Heritage, recreation and visual management objectives

, recreation and visual management objectives�tc  \l 1 ", recreation and visual management objectives"�

4.1	Heritage managementmanagement�tc  \l 2 "management"�



The heritage management objectives for the Dewdney Trail are to:

protect the historic and precontact resources along the trail and trail corridor.  (Pre-1846 archaeological resources are protected whether or not they are designated under the Heritage Conservation Act);

ensure that the B.C. Archaeological Impact Assessment guidelines are followed whenever any activity might have a detrimental affect on archaeological or historic resources of the trail corridor;

promote awareness, appreciation and conservation of the heritage resources of the trail; and 

encourage heritage research and inventory work on the trail by qualified people in consultation with the Archaeology Branch.



The following activities may be instituted to achieve these heritage management objectives:

Protection

develop special protection for pictograph and/or petroglyph sites through installation of protective devices and signage;

protect representative sections of the original trail from overuse, should that become necessary; and

locate campsites off the trail and away from archaeological sites.



Education and public involvement:

encourage a statement on heritage etiquette for all guidebooks, etc;

use education to promote heritage appreciation; and

consult local residents and encourage their participation in any heritage site protection strategies.



Trail use:

minimize trail use conflicts with heritage resources by locating all recreational development away from traditional aboriginal food gathering and resource utilization areas;

require a permit from the Archaeology Branch for all work in potential conflict with archaeological sites; and

ensure that improvements within the trail corridor have a rustic style.





4.2	Recreation managementmanagement�tc  \l 2 "management"�



The recreation management objectives for the Dewdney Trail are to:

manage the trail corridor in a manner that compliments the objectives of Landscape Level Plans;

�enhance visitors’ recreational and aesthetic enjoyment of the trail corridor by identifying and providing an appropriate range of low-impact, high-quality recreational opportunities;

improve inventories of recreation resource values along the trail corridor and in adjacent areas, such as the view sheds;

establish management techniques, such as the Limits of Acceptable Change system, for identifying, monitoring and controlling adverse impacts;

ensure that access is managed to restrict use to hikers, equestrians and mountain bikers;

preserve and protect existing foot path portions of the trail tread and corridor from any alterations other than those acceptable according to the objectives of this management plan; and

enhance awareness and appreciation for the Dewdney Trail.



The following activities are planned to achieve these recreation objectives:

Inventory

complete the recreation inventory mapping (including native resource utilization sites), this is to be done in consultation with the Lower Kootenay Band and area residents;

monitor the condition of natural and recreational resources along the trail, on a yearly basis or when impacts are reported, and recommend protection and/or preservation techniques to the appropriate agency or group; and

inventory and map all peripheral trails crossing or joining the Dewdney Trail.



Planning, monitoring and research 

prepare a public, annual work report and action plan for work required;

prepare a monitoring plan to guide the collection of trail use and condition information; and

initiate studies to determine the limits of acceptable change to bio-physical conditions of the trail corridor for horse use, mountain bike use and other recreational uses.



Trail uses

monitor motorized use, including all-terrain vehicle, four wheel drive and snowmobile use on an annual basis to determine the degree of conflict (if any) with non-motorized use;

monitor mountain bike use on an annual basis to determine the degrees of conflict (if any) with hikers and equestrians;

discourage use of motorized traffic through a policy of non-promotion and non-enhancement;

manage vehicle use through appropriate legislation as required to meet the objectives of this management plan; and

identify alternate horse (or cattle) trails as required to meet the objectives of this management plan.



�Trail maintenance and rehabilitation

Carry out routine maintenance as follows:

remove windfalls, brush and snags;

maintain drainage/ditching; and

replace signs, kilometre tags and trail markers, as required.

Maintain the trail to the following standards:

Original tread:

right-of -way vegetation and windfalls cut back to create a corridor about 2.5 metres wide and 3 metres high; and

no metal culverts.

Forest roads and highways:

marked with large trail markers visible from a vehicle;

standard metal highway and warning signs permitted; and

regular road maintenance standards apply.

Unless indicated above, the following standards will apply:

all structures, including bridges and sign supports, will be constructed with natural wood or wood products; and

all trail work will use the “minimum tool” required.



Signing

install all signs and trail markers to Forest Service standards;

place “pack it in/pack it out” signs at trailhead access points;

install trail junction signs only as required to assist the user in staying on the trail and to aid other resource users in recognizing the trail tread; and

install interpretive, informational or warning signs at strategic locations rather than on the trail, except where required for safety or to protect trail values or private land.



Site development and rehabilitation

The management objective is to discourage camping on the trail, as sufficient opportunities exist near the trail at Forest Service recreation sites, Provincial Parks, and private campsites.  Therefore, the following strategies will be implemented:

no new vehicle-access campsites will be constructed within the 200 metre corridor;

monitor and assess existing primitive campsites for unacceptable impacts on archaeological sites, and relocate or close them, if required;

identify sites that require rehabilitation in the annual report; and

identify the need for any new campsites in keeping with the objectives of this management plan.



Enforcement

Non-recreational use will be regulated by The Forest Practices Code of B.C. Act.

�Commercial recreation

Will be regulated as per the Land Act and the B.C. Lands Commercial Backcountry Recreation Policy.



Education, information and interpretation

incorporate traditional and present day aboriginal uses of the trail area as an integral part of interpretive/information programs;

produce Dewdney Trail brochures through Forest Service offices;

include Dewdney Trail material and photos in displays at public events; and

facilitate public enjoyment and access by preparing simple brochures for hikers, horse users and mountain bikers to be distributed at Forest Service offices, trailhead, etc.



Recommendation



Increased use is anticipated on the trail and studies should be undertaken to determine appropriate uses for the trail.





4.3	Visual managementmanagement�tc  \l 2 "management"�



Within the 200 metre wide trail right-of-way, the visual quality objective for the designated portions of the Dewdney Trail corridor will be retention.  Retention means that alterations are not easily seen.



Outside the 200 metre wide trail right-of -way, but adjacent to it, visual quality objectives will apply if the trail is visible from a community, numbered highway or recreational waterway.  The visual quality objective will be determined by an analysis of distance from the viewpoint, the visual absorption capability of the visible area and the sensitivity.  These visual quality objectives will be established in Lower Level Plans.

�5	Guidelines and recommendations for other resource developmentand recommendations for other resource development�tc  \l 1 "and recommendations for other resource development"�



This section establishes guidelines and recommendations as required under the Memorandum of Agreement, to ensure that all development activities are consistent with the heritage, recreation and visual objectives.  The intent of the heritage designation is not to necessarily prohibit other resource development activities but to protect the heritage, recreation and visual values and maintain the integrity of the trail as a heritage site.





5.1	Access�tc  \l 2 ""�



Increasing pressure for access comes from many sources including forest resource development such as timber harvesting, silviculture and protection activities, mining developments, highway projects, utility projects, recreation improvements and land owners wishing to develop private property.



The Dewdney Trail has many existing access points and major access crossings.  Increased access poses a potential impact on heritage sites and the trail, through fire and tread disturbance.  Wildlife may face increased risk of harassment through increased human contact and disturbance of habitat.  These access pressures must be weighed against the cultural and recreational values of the trail corridor.



General guidelines for managing access are as follows:



Permits

written permission, from the Forest District Manager, is required for all forest access uses or development within the trail corridor.  Other permits, such as highway junction permits, road permits , or land tenures, may still be necessary to carry out the proposed activity;

access use or development is to be compatible with, and protect, the trail’s heritage, recreational, cultural, archaeological and tourism values; and

the following are to be included in access permits: drainage standards, grass seeding standards (erosion control) and machine reserves adjacent to creeks.



Roads

deactivate any short term resource roads once use is complete;

use existing access roads whenever possible and construct new access roads only if absolutely necessary;

construct any new access roads to the following standards within the 200 metre trail corridor:

right-of-way to be the minimum width possible, to a maximum of 15 metres;

trail access to be maintained free of debris at all times;

�signs to be erected at all trail crossings, clearly visible from the road;

trail crossings to be constructed at right angles to the trail with a maximum grade of 15 percent;

all slash to be disposed of off-site in a timely manner;

right-of-way to be seeded with a suitable mixture of grasses and other vegetation as soon as possible after any disturbance; and

culverts to be installed for trail access across deep ditches.

discourage use of motorized vehicles through a policy of nonpromotion and nonenhancement for original tread portions of the trail;

remove brush and windfall to a maximin width of 2.5 metres along the original tread; and

maintain the existing original tread.





Recommendations



The Ministry of Forests should ensure that access planning and development within the surrounding area minimizes any impact on the trail’s heritage, visual and recreation values.  A long term access plan should be developed, in consultation with the public, for the areas along the Pend d’Orielle and between Creston and Cranbrook.





Future Concerns



Appropriately managing access along the Dewdney Trail is one of the more challenging tasks confronting this plan.  Heritage, recreation and visual values must be protected while providing for the most appropriate public use.



The subject of mountain bike, motor bike, snowmobile, and ATV use will be addressed at each annual review of this management plan.  Ongoing monitoring of these uses by the Forest Service and the public is necessary to provide input into future revisions.





5.2	Range�tc  \l 2 ""�



The following guidelines are to assure that range activities do not alter or deface the trail, nor interfere with free public passage along the trail.



General guidelines are to:



provide salt and water holes outside the trail corridor;

�recognize range use, fencing and the traditional movement of livestock as acceptable resource uses within the trail corridor;

require permits for any alterations taking place within the 200 metre trail corridor;

ensure fences or improvements within the corridor are made of natural wood or wood products;

determine the carrying capacity, or limits of acceptable change, for mountain bike and horse use of the trail;

identify suitable horse party campsites and alternate horse and cattle routes that may minimize trail damage;

provide information to recreationists via trailhead signs and brochures regarding the availability of natural forage and watering locations;

provide information to recreationists via trailhead signs and brochures regarding trail etiquette pertaining to litter, gates, private property, etc.; and

apply vehicle restrictions or physical closure under the appropriate legislation where justified by usage/impact monitoring and as identified in other plans.





5.3	Timber�tc  \l 2 ""�



General guidelines are to reserve all timber within the trail corridor from regular scheduled harvesting.  Timber will be harvested only under the emergency situation specified below and as follows:



conduct any operations so the existing original tread is protected and, if disturbed, it will be restored using hand methods;

meet the visual quality objective of retention within the trail corridor, except where alterations occur as a result of natural forces;

limit timber harvesting to a visual quality objective of retention within the trail corridor except to control insect infestations or disease, or salvage timber damaged by fire, windthrow, etc.;

refer all timber management and forest pest management proposals to the Resource Officers, including the Resource Officer Recreation;

regulate all forest management and pest management activities in the corridor through Forest Service or Archaeology Branch permits (to ensure objectives of this plan are met); and

require Archaeology Branch approval for any control measures (fire, insects, etc.) within 100 metres of a recorded archaeological site.



Specific constraints are:



timber harvesting (due to an emergency situation or along gravel road sections only) is to be designed for minimum aesthetic impact, to meet the visual quality objective of retention, within the trail corridor; and

harvesting systems, whenever possible will:

maintain a machine buffer of 20 metres from the trail centreline;

�subject to silvicultural considerations, leave standing and undamaged, any non-commercial, immature and/or other  timber not removed for the purposes of treatment;

fall and skid trees away from the trail;

limb all trees before skidding;

dispose of slash and debris originating within 15 metres of the trail;

harvest adjacent trees in a manner that protects timber in the corridor from strong winds;

establish landings outside the trail corridor; and

if the trail is disturbed as a result of logging, the operator will restore the trail back to its condition prior to logging, using hand methods if necessary.

Silviculture practices will:

plant fast growing trees for quick green-up; and

refrain from herbicide use within the trail corridor.

Fire protection strategies will:

identify the trail on District Fire Control maps and include notations affording special consideration for heritage, visual and recreation values;

make every effort to contain and extinguish a fire (natural or human caused) without the use of heavy machinery such as bulldozers.  The decision to use heavy machinery shall rest solely with the Forest Service;

use heavy machinery/equipment on a fire within the trail corridor only after carefully considering all factors, such as: size of fire, existing fire danger, difficulty of control, values being protected and proximity to archaeological sites; and

ensure that trail and fire guard rehabilitation, using hand tools, is carried out following any fire suppression activities within the trail corridor.

Forest health to control disease and insect infestations should be done using the following measures:

within the trail corridor:

conduct annual aerial surveys and establish probe/survey lines to identify and confirm the extent of infestations;

single tree disposal to remove, by falling and burning (or careful extraction), individual scattered trees that are infested;

pheromone baiting to draw insect populations into preferred locations for disposal.  Baiting will normally occur outside the trail corridor;

anti-aggregation pheromones may be used within the corridor to disperse or repel insects;

chemical/insecticide use, such as trees treated with MSMA or Sevin, could be used to kill beetles in areas where access is poor (to be used under approved procedures and permits, see F.S. Standard Operating Procedure 14.6.7);

adjacent to the trail corridor:

conventional trap trees primarily for the containment of mountain pine bark beetles; and

any traps within the trail corridor must be placed so removal of the tree will not be unsightly.

�5.4	Wildlife�tc  \l 2 ""�



The wildlife resource along the Dewdney Trail is one of its major attributes, attracting recreationists and tourists.  This management plan attempts to ensure that recreational use does not impact negatively on the wildlife resource.



The Fish and Wildlife Section of the Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks maintains the responsibility for managing the wildlife resource.  The Forest Service will work closely with the Fish and Wildlife Section to ensure that wildlife concerns are addressed in all permit applications.





5.5	Minerals�tc  \l 2 ""�



Development of minerals and/or energy in the trail corridor or trail viewshed should proceed in a manner consistent with the following guidelines:



General guidelines are to:



ensure mineral, energy and petroleum exploration, evaluation and development do not impact on the heritage, visual and recreation values of the trail;

utilize the existing Notice of Work and Reclamation Program referral process to incorporate agency requirements in approval of exploration programs and site reclamation; and

establish a conditional staking reserve over the 200 metre trail corridor and to further consider establishing site-specific, no-staking mineral and placer reserves to protect critical heritage and recreation values, where claims do not already exist. 



Specific constraints within the trail corridor are:



an application for Notice of Work and Reclamation Program on a mineral property must be submitted no less than 60 days prior to proposed commencement of work;

the Notice of Work must clearly show the location of proposed exploration work in relation to the trail corridor on a 1:20,000 or better, scale map;

mineral and placer claim location, and exploration grid lines, shall not run parallel to the trail;

any cut-lines will be designed to preserve the visual integrity of the trail corridor;

all exploration work involving surface disturbance will be subject to reclamation bonding; and

no exploration campsites within the trail corridor.

�6	Land statusstatus�tc  \l 1 "status"�



On April 10, 1991 portions of the Dewdney Trail were designated as an Historic Site by Order-In-Council under the Heritage Conservation Act, Section 4(1)(a).  On May 24, 1995 the Memorandum of Agreement on Heritage Trails was updated and signed by the Ministry of Forests and the Ministry of Small Business, Tourism and Culture.  The trail has also been designated as a forest recreation trail under the Forest Practices Code of B.C. Act and objectives consistent with this plan will be established.



Sections of the trail cross private lands, and public highways. These sections have no current legal protection.  Management of the portions crossing private lands is key to maintaining the continuity and integrity of the trail.  Land status records for the Dewdney Trail within the Nelson Forest Region, are on file at the office of the Regional Recreation Officer,  Ministry of Forests, Nelson Forest Region.





Recommendations



An agreement with each individual property owner should be negotiated.  This agreement should address:

access concerns;

use of the trail through the property;

development concerns; and

signage requirements.

Where a negotiated agreement cannot be reached other arrangements should be made to minimize potential conflicts.

Any permit application should be reviewed to ensure permitted activities so not impact negatively on private land holdings.

The Ministry of Forests should recommend to BC Lands that no new land alienations be issued for land within, or adjacent to, the trail corridor unless it can be shown that there will be no unacceptable impacts on the heritage, recreation and visual values of the trail.

The Ministry of Forests should request BC Lands deny any tenures for land within, or adjacent to the trail corridor, if they could have a negative impact on the values associated with the heritage trail.

Where leases or private lands along the trail corridor become available, they should be considered for purchase as Crown lands to ensure continuity of the heritage trail.

The Ministry of Forests should advise the appropriate Regional District office and the Ministry of Transportation and Highways, of the location of the Dewdney Trail, to assure that prior to approval of subdivision plans, arrangements have been made for access to, and continuity of, the trail by establishing easement adjacent to the private property.

Establish a regionally mandated heritage commission to coordinate heritage issues on private and public lands through out the region.

�7	Plan implementationimplementation�tc  \l 1 "implementation"�



7.1	Heritage Conservation Act permitsConservation Act permits�tc  \l 2 "Conservation Act permits"�



In accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement, the responsibility for the day-to-day management of the Dewdney Trail will rest with the District Forest Manager, including the authority to issue permits.  Permits represent an important means of ensuring that all activities within the trail corridor are in keeping with the approved management plan and the requirements of the Heritage Conservation Act.  All activities that have the potential to impact on the heritage, recreation and visual values of the corridor will require a permit.



The authority of the District Manager to issue permits shall not extend to activities involving identified archaeological sites.  Permits for identified archaeological sites will require the approval of the Director of the Archaeology Branch.



Activities requiring permits will include:

road crossings;

power line construction and/or maintenance;

gas line construction and/or maintenance;

mineral exploration;

commercial recreation operations;

pest management control;

recreation site and trail development and maintenance;

timber salvage operations;

range improvements;	

fish and wildlife projects; and

fire protection activities for preparedness and rehabilitation.  Permits are not required for controlling uncontained wildfires.



Contracts and agreements covering any of the above activities will have the appropriate conditions and constraints included.  The applicant must submit an application for a Permit to the appropriate Ministry of Forests District Manager (or the Director, Archaeology Branch if applicable) outlining in detail the following points:

the reason(s) for the proposed encroachment on the trail corridor;

confirmation that the proposal is laid out on the ground;

identification of the proposed period and duration of the activity; and

a 1:20,000 scale map clearly showing the proposed activity in relation to the trail corridor.



If the proposal conforms to the guidelines for resource development outlined in the approved management plan, a permit may be issued.  The format of the permit may simply be a statement appended to existing approved documents indicating that the conditions imposed by the Heritage Designation have been met.

�7.2	Public involvementinvolvement�tc  \l 2 "involvement"�



On going contact will be maintained with user groups to manage and maintain the trail.





7.3	Management plan reviewplan review�tc  \l 2 "plan review"�



This management plan will be reviewed every 5 years, or at any interim time by mutual agreement of the Ministry of Forests Regional Manager and the Director of the Archaeology Branch.

�8	Appendices�tc  \l 1 ""�



8.1	Memorandum of Agreementof Agreement�tc  \l 2 "of Agreement"�









































































�Memorandum of Agreement (Continued)













































































�Memorandum of Agreement (Continued)













































































�Memorandum of Agreement (Continued)









































































�Memorandum of Agreement (Continued)













































































�Memorandum of Agreement (Continued)













































































�Memorandum of Agreement (Continued)













































































�8.2	Map of the Midway to Grand Forks Sectionof the Midway to Grand Forks Section�tc  \l 2 "of the Midway to Grand Forks Section"�















































































��8.3	Map of the Christina Lake to Paterson Sectionof the Christina Lake to Paterson Section�tc  \l 2 "of the Christina Lake to Paterson Section"�













































































��8.4	Map of the Pass Between Lost Creek and Summit Creekof the Pass Between Lost Creek and Summit Creek�tc  \l 2 "of the Pass Between Lost Creek and Summit Creek"�













































































��8.5	Map of the Leach Lake Sectionof the Leach Lake Section�tc  \l 2 "of the Leach Lake Section"�













































































��8.6	Map of the Wild Horse River Sectionof the Wild Horse River Section�tc  \l 2 "of the Wild Horse River Section"�
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