August 2020
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations, and Rural Development
3rd Party Information Sharing Guidelines
For 100 Mile House & Williams Lake Timber Supply Areas
INTRODUCTION:
This process is intended to provide guidance to 3rd party proponents in conducting information sharing with First Nations.  The Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations, and Rural Development (FLNRORD) will utilize the 3rd party information sharing as a key component in fulfilling the requirements of the Crown.
The steps within this process may be altered as long as the key components are fulfilled at the completion of information sharing.  If it is demonstrated that all potentially affected First Nations have been identified and that there has been a significant amount of information provided to First Nations then those efforts will be considered when FLNRORD considers the length of time provided to the First Nation in the Engagement and Accommodation stage.
FLNRORD will utilize the information sharing summary as a key component of the consultation summary that is prepared for consideration by the decision maker with respect to the proposed authority.
DUTY TO CONSULT
The Crown has a legal obligation to consult with First Nations on proposed activities or decisions that could potentially affect aboriginal interests.  With direction from the Courts, FLNRORD has developed consultation guidance and policy documents to manage First Nations rights and title as well as the honour of the Crown. 
Some of the procedural aspects of the Crown’s consultation obligations may be delegated to or assumed by 3rd parties.  In order to facilitate approval of forest activities 3rd party proponents may choose to take on a role that includes;
· Explaining proposed forest activities; 
· Gathering information on aboriginal interests; and
· Where appropriate, suggesting measures that could address aboriginal interests and concerns prior to requesting authorizations to commence the activity.
PREVIOUS CONSULTATION EFFORTS
Previous consultation may continue to fulfill the requirement if the previous information sharing is still directly related to the impacts of the new decision and if no new information is discovered.  If new information has come to light or the decision may lead to new types of impacts, assess the adequacy of the past consultation against the new information and new impacts.  Be prepared to take further steps as appropriate.
If you are submitting activities for FLNRORD approval and if these were areas previously consulted on then please include the previous information sharing efforts in the summary.


CONSULTATION SPECTRUM LEVELS:
FLNRO uses the following spectrum to determine the recommended depth of consultation.  The level of consultation is determined by FLNRORD conducting an “Initial Review” that includes;
· Strength of any asserted rights or title;
· Assessment of the impact upon the known aboriginal interests; and
· Appropriate level of consultation and accommodation for the circumstances.

	Level
	Description
	Intent 

	1. Information Sharing: prior to formal consultation process
	Referral to X First Nation during planning to provide opportunity to incorporate Aboriginal Interests prior to submitting plan/request to Decision Maker.
	Proponent or tenure holder engages directly with X First Nation, and provides summary of communications to British Columbia.

	2. Available on Request  
	Type of notification whereby British Columbia informs X First Nation they will not be sending out information. 
	British Columbia notifies on an annual basis which decision(s) fall in this category. X First Nation can request more detail if they wish.

	3. Notification 
	Notify in writing X First Nation about an upcoming decision and provide overview information. Would be an opportunity for comment.
	British Columbia provides X First Nation base level information and a short reasonable time (21-30 calendar day consultation period determined by the Parties) to comment. Limited follow-up. 

	4. Expedited Consultation Process
	Where there is an imminent threat to a resource value (e.g. mountain pine beetle spread control) an expedited consultation process is undertaken.
	Intense but short timeline (about 10 calendar days). A justification for shortening the period would be given by describing the imminent threat. May require a meeting.

	5. Normal Consultation 
	Follow on “normal” track for consultation guided by up-to-date consultation policy. Meetings to resolve issues where possible and make decision in a timely manner. 
	Intent to follow this course in most circumstances. Usually a 30 – 60 calendar day consultation period.  May involve meaningful discussion of accommodation options where appropriate.  

	6. Deep Consultation 
	Use reasonable effort to inform in an accessible manner and to engage in full discussions around the proposed decision. Make reasonable efforts to accommodate where necessary. 
Preliminary assessments may indicate a significant aboriginal interest and a significant impact to that interest. 
	Would involve meaningful discussion of suitable accommodation options where appropriate. May require extended timelines. 


NOTE:  The level of engagement may change if there is an agreement defining consultation procedures with First Nations.  Please confirm the engagement level with a First Nations advisor prior to engaging.

INFORMATION SHARING SUMMARY
In the absence of written declarations stating that First Nations are satisfied that the 3rd party proponent has addressed their interests with regard to proposed activities and that no further consultation is required.  3rd party proponents are encouraged to submit an information sharing summary and provide FLNRORD with full documentation of information sharing activities with First Nations and include mitigation strategies and/or accommodation measures.
The following outlines the elements of an Information Sharing Summary:
i. a list of the First Nations who were included in the information sharing process;
ii. a summary of attempts to engage First Nations in information sharing;
iii. a summary of all communications, including written correspondence, with First Nations, including the date and the nature of the communication (copies of written correspondence are preferred);
iv. a summary of results for archaeological impact assessments that have been completed, or where cultural heritage resources were evaluated; and
v. a summary of mitigative or accommodation measures proposed or undertaken to address any First Nations concerns identified.
KEY INFORMATION:
This package is comprised of three sections:
1. Section one - Information Sharing Guidelines
(general principles regarding information sharing, pages 1 – 3);
2. Section two – Referral Package (submitted to First Nations with initial information sharing package). 
3. Section three – Information Sharing Summary.  Used in phase 1 to confirm the list of First Nations to information share with and then completed for final information sharing submission.
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100 Mile House & Williams Lake Timber Supply Areas
3rd Party Information Sharing Guidelines-Information Sharing Package
The following is a breakdown of minimum standards expected for 3rd Party Information Sharing packages sent to First Nations for information sharing activities including; Cutting Permit and Road Permit applications, Woodlots, Land Based Invested Program (LBIP), Forest Enhancement Society (FES), and Forest Carbon Initiative (FCI) applications.  
Proponents are encouraged to contact the First Nations advisors at the Natural Resource District offices regarding typical content that they should include in the information sharing packages that they send out to First Nations.  Alternatively, they could contact the First Nations regarding what they would like to see in the packages.  Proponents that have protocols in place with First Nations regarding information sharing may choose to not adjust their current practices regarding the content of these packages.
Typically, the initial information sharing package is comprised of three components; 
1.) Cover letter;
2.) Information Sharing Summary Form; and
3.) Maps (including shape files). 
A copy of this package should also be sent to FLNRORD at the initial information sharing stage.  
1.) Cover letter: 
A brief description of the following:
· Purpose of the referral;
· What is included in this package (maps, forms, etc.);
· Company name;
· District and Geographic area of referral;
· Date comments/concerns required by ;
· Contact information;
· TNG Portal Number (if applicable).
General guidelines:
· No use of acronyms;
· Clear concise language;
· Full standardized maps and legends-(see section 3) for details.
2.) Information Sharing Summary Form:
a.) General Information  
	Application type being referred
	ie: Cutting permit and road permit

	First Nations Community(ies)
	Nazko, Xat’sull, Lhtako

	Licensee
	Joe’s Mill

	Licensee contact information
	Joe Smith: 250 992-1111

	Licence
	A20000

	Permit and block number (if applicable)
	Cutting permit 1, blocks 1, 2 & 4

	Natural Resource District
	Quesnel

	Geographic Location
	10 km North of Nyland Lake

	Mapsheet and/or UTM coordinates
	93B100

	Size of Impacted Area (ha) 
	50 ha block

	Length of new road construction (est. km)
	10km

	Volume to be removed (estimated)
	18 000m3

	Planned year and season of operations
	Winter 2008

	Date Referral to be completed by
	As per date on cover letter

	Reason for harvest
	[bookmark: Check2]Regular |_|       Salvage |_|

	If salvage, please specify:
	

	Detailed Directions from 100 Mile House, Williams Lake or Quesnel:



b.) Site Specific Information in (or adjacent to) activity area:
	Stream/wetland classifications for water bodies in/adjacent to proposed activity area:
Management strategies if yes to above:
	|_|No  |_|Yes  N/A or Name of water body
Identify water body and detail management strategy.

	Any known fish bearing water bodies in area? 
Management strategies if yes to above:
	|_|No  |_|Yes  N/A or Name of water body
Identify water body and detail management strategy for fish bearing water body.

	Any known cultural features in area?
Management strategies if yes to above:
	|_|No  |_|Yes  
Detail management strategies for cultural features (i.e. trail, CMT’s etc.). 



	Any known wildlife habitat areas nearby?
Management strategies if yes to above:
	|_|No  |_|Yes  N/A or Type habitat 
Identify type of habitat and detail management strategy for WHA.

	Any known plant features of interest in area?
Management strategies if yes to above:
	|_|No  |_|Yes  
Identify feature and detail management strategy for plant feature (mushrooms, berries, medicinal plants etc.).


c.) Site specific activities which may increase impacts:

	Is there any new road construction involved?
	|_|No	|_|Yes   
Road length

	Is there a deactivation plan for proposed roads?
	|_|No	|_|Yes   N/A 
Plan for and proposed timing of deactivation.

	Is there soil disturbance linked to the activity? 
Management strategies if yes to above:
	|_|No	|_|Yes   
Type and amount of disturbance (if known).

	Will there be occupation of the land?
	|_|No	|_|Yes   
Length and nature of occupation.




 Site specific features linked to historic use:
	Is there a known archaeological site near the area?
Management strategies if yes to above:
	|_|No	|_|Yes   
Identify by CP/block, archaeological ID# and management strategies for protection of site.

	Is the area in high archaeological potential?
Management strategies if yes to above:
	|_|No	|_|Yes   
Details of which blocks are in high arc potential and plans to complete an AIA. 

	Has an AIA been done over the area? 
	|_|No	|_|Yes   

	Any other relevant information (i.e. previously requested information by First Nation or past communication):
· Plans to address archaeological resources (if AIA not complete, when and how this information will be shared)
	



3.)  Map package:
· Two maps:
1)  Overview map that includes distinct landmarks (communities etc.) for location reference (i.e. 1:100,000);
2) Operational map; at a scale that provides detail (i.e. 1:10 000 or 1:20,000)
3) Shape Files 
4) Google Earth KML file.
Features to include in your map and legend:
· Block Features
· Proposed blocks
· Harvested blocks (not free-growing)
· Access Features
· Roads (all existing and proposed)			
· Trails			
· Water  and Ground Features
· Lakes/ Rivers (include Lake/Stream Classification)         
· Streams/Creeks/Wetlands (include Stream Classification)	
· Retention Areas
· Wildlife Tree Patches  
· Riparian Management areas (RMZ, RRZ)
· OGMA 
· Special Management/Ownership Areas or Zones
· Private Land and Parks
· Wildlife Habitat Areas (ie: Mule Deer Winter Range)					
*Please do not include contour lines

Deliverables at project application stage:
When the actual project application is submitted, please include the attached 3rd Party Information Sharing Summary, and ensure the following is complete:
 Name of First Nations that have been consulted
· Concerns brought forward by First Nations, if applicable (content, format and date)
· Means by which the concerns were addressed and, if appropriate, accommodated (i.e. plan adjustments) – IMPORTANT. 
· Any communication(s) with First Nations that have been made regarding accommodations 
· Any attempts at follow-up communication (please note, if you have not received a response First Nations you should attempt follow-up communication)
If CP/RP or block/road identifiers have been changed since the referral, please also indicate the original identifiers in your application so that a link can be established between what was referred and what is being applied for.
Thank you for your continued use of this referral package.
Questions or concerns may be directed to the Advisor, First Nations Relations at your local district office.
August 8, 2020
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3rd Party Information Sharing Summary

To: District Manager  |_|  Williams Lake  |_| 100 Mile House
[bookmark: Dropdown3]From:	  _______________________________   Contact:  __________________________      Licence:	 ____________  Permit#: ______   Blk #: ________
Road permit #: __________    Amendment #: _______   (Associated access referred if applicable)
Are these the same identifiers used in the referral? 	 |_|Y / |_|N. 	 If No provide previous identifier(s): _________
Date Referral package sent: __________________     Length of Referral Period:  __________ days

First Nations referred to:
	|_|  Alexandria (?Esdilagh)
	|_| Alexis Creek (Tsi Del Del)
	|_|  Anaham (Tl’etinqox-t’in)

	|_|  Ashcroft Indian Band
	|_|  Canim Lake (Tsq’escen)
	|_|  Canoe Creek (Xatl’tem/Stwecem’c)

	|_|  Coldwater/Cooks Ferry/Siska
	|_| Dan’naxda’xw/Awaetlala
	|_|  Esketemc (Alkali)
Portal ID Number:___________

	|_|  High Bar
	|_|  Holmolco
	|_|  Kluskus (Lhoosk’uz Dene)

	|_|  Lheidli T’enneh
	|_|  Nazko (Nazhkot’en)
	|_|  Nuxalk

	|_|  Red Bluff (Lhtako)
	|_|  Saikuz (Vanderhoof)
	|_|  Simpcw First Nation

	|_|  Skin Tyee
	|_|  Skeetchestn Band
	|_| Soda Creek (Xat’sull)

	|_|  Stone (Yunesit’in)
	|_|  Kamloops (T’kemlups)
	|_|  T’it’q’et

	|_|  Toosey (Tl’esqox)
	|_| Ts’kw’aylzxw (Pavillion)
	|_|  Ulkatcho

	|_|  Whispering Pines/Clinton Indian Band
	|_| Williams Lake (T’exelc)
	|_| Xeni Gwet’in (Nemiah)

	TRIBAL COUNCILS 
|_|  Tsilhqot’in National Gov (T.N.G)  Portal ID number:_________
	
|_| Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucwl (NStQ) Portal ID number: _______
	

	|_|  Carrier Sekani (PG)
	|_|  Nlaka’pamux Nation
	

	|_|  Carrier Chilcotin (W.L.)
	|_|  Other: ____________________
	


Has a copy of the referral package been forwarded to FLNRORD  |_|Y / |_|N
	Contact Name,  Agency to Contact Name,  Agency 
	Date of Contact 
	Action (letters, meetings, telephone calls, e-mail ))
	Comments / Response
	Action to address/ accommodate concerns, agreement reached? 

	Example:
Joe Smith (MFR) to Fred Smith (Ulkatcho FN)

	June 25, 2020
	Letter sent via email to Fred Smith at example@example.ca, or face to face meeting between Joe Smith & Fred Smith on August 21 2020, (Provide as much detail as possible)
	Letter initiating consultation process.  First Nation provided with sixty (60) day period to provide a response.
Response due August 30, 2020. Provide as much detail as possible.
	Provide as much detail as possible

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	



1. 
Have the actions taken to address/mitigate First Nations concerns been communicated to the appropriate band?   
|_|Y / |_|N/  |_| N/A
2. Did all First Nations consulted respond to your referral package?  |_|Y / |_|N

a. If no, which First Nations did not respond to your requests:  ______________________________________________________________________________

b. If no, please explain what follow up attempts were made to communicate with the First Nation(s):
______________________________________________________________________________

3. [bookmark: Check7][bookmark: Check8]Has permit’s location or boundaries been modified since original information sharing?  |_|Y / |_|N

a. If so, please state why: _______________________________________________________________________________

4. Has permit’s access location been modified since original information sharing?  |_|Y / |_|N

a. If so, please state why: _______________________________________________________________________________

Additional Comments:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________ 	_______________________	
             Prepared by                                                                     Date 
	

FLNRORD Review	
Does this information sharing package support government consultation considerations?                                           |_|Y / |_|N 

FLNRORD acknowledges receipt of this information sharing package. |_|Y / |_|N 

__________________________ 	_______________________	_______________
FLNRORD Reviewer (Print) 	Signature 	Date

The Ministry has not yet received any applications for a tenure associated with this project.  
On receipt of an application, an additional review and engagement with First Nations may be required prior to the issuance of any tenures.
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