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4.2 
AGRICULTURE

DESCRIPTION OF THE RESOURCE

The dominant agricultural activity in the plan area is forage production and ranching.  There is an increasing trend towards diversification in other forms of livestock and horticultural crops.  Vegetable production, ginseng, fallow deer, agri-tourism and an interest in various herb crops are recent directions the industry is taking.  Agriculture has a long history in the plan area and continues to provide an important component of diversity and stability to the areas economy.

Agriculture is dependent on the use of crown resources including land for expansion, water for irrigation and crown range for grazing livestock.  Water supply for irrigation purposes is an important factor that will determine the future development potential of the industry.   The importance of identifying future water resources for the agriculture industry has been included in the Water section of the document.  

Number of Farms
77

Area in Farms (ha)
21,976

Area Irrigated (ha)
2,365

Forage area (ha)
1,656

Ginseng (ha)
100

Farms with cattle
39

Total cattle and calves
6,825 head

Private land in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR)
11,135 ha

I/Reserve in ALR
4,824 ha

Crown land in ALR
15,602 ha

Total ALR
31,561 ha

% of LRMP area in ALR
2.8 %

Total # of irrigation licenses 
626

Cattle use on crown range
2,000 head

On a provincial basis 5% of BC’s land base is in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR), compared to 2.8% within the Lillooet LRMP.  The Agricultural Land Commission established the ALR in 1973 placing restrictions on how crown and private lands in the reserve can be used.  Agricultural lands are primarily located within the major river valleys in the plan area.   

The lands contained in the ALR include non-arable grasslands which are important to the ranching sector for livestock grazing as well as highly productive arable benchlands.  A significant percentage of the arable benchlands are crown lands that were identified and placed in the ALR for future agricultural production.   

Within the plan area, the high quality soils on the benchlands and a climate with 150 to 200 frost free days in the valleys allow for the production of a wide range of crops.  Corn, melons, ginseng, grapes, herbs, small fruits and tree fruits are just a few crops that can be grown on a commercial basis in the plan area.  Many of the lands that are currently seeded to forage for winter feed have the potential of producing these crops as markets and demand change.  Historical agricultural production from the 1860s until the First World War illustrates that many of these crops can be successfully produced in the Lytton area.  With increasing populations and expanded trade beyond BC’s borders, interest in producing a wider range of commodities will continue.

VISION:

An economically viable, environmentally sound, agriculture industry with a balanced and recognised link to water, land and range resources of the plan area.  A well diversified mix of product, both crop and animal, marketed within and beyond British Columbia’s borders.
AGRICULTURE OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES


1) Issue:   The ability to alienate and use arable crown lands for agriculture is important for the future growth and development of the industry.  Only 2.8% of the land base within the Lillooet LRMP is within the ALR with 49% of this area currently held by the crown.  Although these lands have been identified provincially for their agricultural value, there are competing interests which can impede their use for agriculture.  These include wildlife habitat, recreation, tourism, hunting, and resource industry uses (i.e.: mining and forestry). 



1.1) Goal:  To further define those crown lands suitable for arable agricultural production and to designate these lands for future agricultural development and use.



1.1.1) Objective: Inventory and designate crown lands that have arable agricultural potential.

Indicator(s): Number of hectares; location and agricultural capability classification of arable crown lands within the plan area.   

Responsibility for implementation: MAFF, BCALC
Responsibility for monitoring: MAFF



1.1.2) Objective : Continue to allow crown lands with suitable agricultural potential to be alienated for agricultural use.  

Indicator(s): Number of hectares of arable crown land alienated for agriculture.

Responsibility for implementation: MAFF
Responsibility for monitoring: MAFF



1.1.3) Objective : Recognize the limited land base within the Lillooet LRMP suitable for agricultural use and the need for those lands to be protected.

Indicator(s):  Protection of land for agricultural use

Responsibility for implementation: MAFF (LRC)
Responsibility for monitoring: MAFF




Strategies


 
a
Review Crown lands for arable agriculture potential.  Further identify which of these lands have potential irrigation water sources (see Water Section). 


 
b
Crown lands should be reviewed for possible inclusion into the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR), prior  to implementation of the Forest Land Reserve (FLR).


 
c
Crown lands should continue to be available for agricultural use through application under the Land Act.



d
Support the purpose and intent of the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR).



2) Issue:  The growth and development of the ranching sector is dependent on the continued availability and expanded use of the crown range resource.  Competition for the use of this resource has increased over the years.  The continued availability, sustainable management and cost of using these lands are critical to the ranching industry’s long term viability. 



2.1) Goal:  To maintain and/or increase access to, and use of, crown range resources for the ranching industry.



2.1.1) Objective:  Maintain and/or increase the productivity and availability of the crown range resources to the ranching sector through effective integrated resource management practices including meaningful consultation and referral.

Indicator(s):  Number of hectares of Crown range; amount of forage available; AUM changes over time. 

Responsibility for implementation: MAFF, MOF
Responsibility for monitoring: MAFF




Strategies


 
a
Ensure that integrated resource management practices continue on crown lands through processes such as inter-agency referrals.


 
b 
Seek agriculture industry input into regulations and guidelines affecting the use of crown land and water resources.


 
c 
Include agriculture industry input into timber harvesting plans with the aim of supplying long term sustainable forage levels for domestic livestock.


 
d 
Enhance forage production and grazing opportunities while minimizing tree/cattle conflicts through agriculture industry input into silviculture guidelines and prescriptions.


 
e
Enhance forage opportunities through practices such as integrated silviculture/grazing program and cutblock seeding.


 
f 
Solutions should be found to the loss of natural grasslands that result from forest encroachment.


 
g
Maintain domestic livestock grazing use in Protected Areas.


 
h 
Encourage industry diversification/integration opportunities where applicable (e.g. Agri-Tourism, Woodlot Program).   



3) Issue: With increasing industrial development, urban population growth and the competition for crown resources, wildlife and agriculture-urban interface conflicts will result.


 
3.1) Goal: Minimize conflicts that can occur between agriculture, urban development, wildlife management and other crown land use activities.

 
 
3.1.1) Objective:  Minimize conflicts between urban and rural development and the agriculture industry.

Indicator(s): Number of complaints between the agriculture and urban/rural interface regarding land use and farm practices.

Responsibility for implementation: MAFF  
Responsibility for monitoring: MAFF




Strategies



a
The implementation of the Farm Practices Protection Act (Right to Farm) legislation should be encouraged.


 
b
The interests of agriculture should be incorporated when developing zoning and bylaws in planning processes such as Official Community Plans and Growth Management Strategies. 



3.1.2) Objective:  Reduce conflicts between the agriculture industry and fish/wildlife interactions.  

Indicator(s):  Number of complaints between the agriculture industry and fish/wildlife interactions.
Responsibility for implementation: MOE, MOF, MAFF
Responsibility for monitoring: MAFF




Strategies


 
a
Initiate and/or continue control measures on wildlife when predation problems occur.


 
b
Encourage the province/region to support agriculture/wildlife conflict resolution forums (e.g. Provincial Agriculture/Wildlife Advisory Committee).


 
c
Consider compensation and/or control programs for damage caused by wildlife on private lands.


 
d
Population objectives for wildlife and domestic livestock on crown range should be developed.


 
e
Encourage management plans to include objectives for reducing wildlife/agriculture conflicts (e.g. Range Management Plans, Wildlife Planning, Sub-Regional Plans).


 
f
Encourage partnerships between the agriculture industry and fish & wildlife managers aimed at mutual benefits (riparian management, burning plans, etc.).

 
 
3.1.3) Objective:  Control and minimize the spread of noxious weeds on crown lands.   

Indicator(s): Incidence and spread of noxious weeds. 

Responsibility for implementation: MAFF, MOF
Responsibility for monitoring: MAFF




Strategy



a
Ensure weed control measures on crown lands occur as per Weed Control Act.



b
Education and awareness of noxious weed problems on private and crown lands should be promoted.



4) Issue: Water is important for almost all activities in the plan area and agriculture is no exception.  Irrigation water is currently limiting the ability of the agriculture industry to expand.  



4.1) Goal: To ensure continued access by the agriculture industry to water resources, development of new water resources and to encourage the adoption of technologies that promote water conservation.



4.1.1) Objective:  Protect existing irrigation water licenses for present and future use and allow new water licensing for agriculture where identified opportunities exist.

Indicator(s):  Number of  irrigation licenses and volume of use; adoption of current technology.

Responsibility for implementation: MOE, MAFF
Responsibility for monitoring: MAFF




Strategies


 
a
Ensure that watershed developments and various water management planning processes recognize the need for consistent and sustainable flows of irrigation water for the agriculture sector.



b
Through comprehensive water availability studies and watershed planning processes determine the potential for new irrigation water supplies (i.e. irrigation reservoirs), where expansion of the irrigated land base is possible on private and crown lands (see Water Section).


 
c
Encourage the most effective and efficient use of irrigation works to provide water for irrigation purposes.
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