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Tourism/Recreation Attributes for Zones

Underlying Principles
· Balance between uses

· Recognition of historical use

· Recognition of tenured use

Qualifiers/Considerations for each of the Zones
· Not meant to limit opportunities; intent is to manage use & activities

· Experience approach to management, not protection approach

· Not meant to be an inventory of “what is” - vision of future - “what we wish it to be”

· Within each zone (front/mid/back) there is a range of uses/facilities/experiences: extreme ends of experience and everything in between

Front/Mid/Back Country Zone Definitions

Introduction

In the Plan Area, recreation and tourism takes place in a wide range of settings from downtown Lillooet or Lytton to the glacier that feeds the Bridge River. Although the range of recreation and tourism settings forms a continuum it is possible to identify three broad categories: Front Country, Mid Country and Back Country. Visitors to each type of area will have different expectations and different experiences related to access, level of infrastructure/service, and the number of other people visiting the area. 

It is very important to have a balance of Front Country, Mid Country and Back Country areas for tourists to visit in order to maintain a healthy tourism industry in the Plan Area. Maintaining this balance allows the Plan Area to appeal to a wide range of visitors and to maximize the benefits from fluctuations in visitor tastes.

The following description of each of the three classes of recreation and tourism settings includes quantifiable measures for each class as indicators of how well recreation and tourism goals are being achieved. 

Front Country

Description 

Front Country areas include communities and highways and visitors expect fairly easy paved and/or maintained road access to these areas. The type of activities common in these areas include paved road touring, sight-seeing and visiting cultural and historical attractions. Typical related businesses in the Front Country include hotels, restaurants, rental shops, museums and other urban attractions. Visitors to the front country expect a high degree of interaction with other people because of the ease of access and the concentration of infrastructure and services.. However they also put a high value on the scenery visible from communities and roadways. 

Measurements:

· Paved and/or maintained road access

· Infrastructure/services such as hotels, restaurants, gas stations, banks, museums, service infrastructure, full service campgrounds.

· Diversity of opportunities (activities/infrastructure) adds to the experience.

· High concentrated use.

· Level of use & type of use (i.e., mode of transport) is facilitated.

· Percentage of  urban, rural & roaded modified ROS category for recreation

· Correlation between road & trail density & number of users.

Mid Country

Description

Mid Country areas are roaded although the quality of road will vary from well maintained gravel to roads accessible by standard motor vehicles to those requiring 4 wheel drive or ATV. Services and infrastructure in the Mid Country are not as extensive as in the Front Country. Infrastructure can include small communities or stand alone lodges/guest ranches. Visitors can expect to see timber harvesting, mining and other extractive activities in these areas.

The Mid Country may  provide many of the services found in the Front Country but these services will not be as abundant, varied or easily accessible. Typical facilities/activities include developed trails and campgrounds, lodges, guest ranches, and guided and non-guided day and overnight trips by foot, bike, horse or motor vehicle. Separation of users according to the type of activity, such as designation of motorized and non-motorized roads and trails, may be necessary where use is high. 

Visitors to the Mid Country expect a lower degree of interaction with other people due to the more difficult access and lower concentration of infrastructure and services. They expect to have many of the comforts of the Front Country but the greater emphasis on outdoor activities means they are much more concerned about the quality of the natural environment. 

Measurements:

· Percentage of roaded natural, roaded modified & semi-primitive motorized ROS class for recreation.

· Type (i.e., mode of transport) and/or level of use (numbers) can be managed for.

· Road access ranging from 2-wheel drive roads such as Route 40 to roads requiring high clearance vehicles and/or 4WD or ATV.

· Infrastructure ranges from rustic campgrounds to full service campgrounds or lodges but occurs singly or in small pockets

· moderate managed use & density levels

· Moderate to large size of area – depends on activity (bike vs. hike or walking)

Back Country

Description

The primary attraction of the Back Country is the naturalness of the environment where  visitors expect to see little or no evidence of human activity. These areas include wilderness and primitive experiences, often without motorized access, Recreation in the Back Country requires the highest degree of effort (time, cost, physical effort) and planning that is associated with a limited road network for specific purposes or no roads at all.   Limited infrastructure, or lack of it, adds to the recreational experience.  Extractive activities such as timber harvesting, mining or gravel pits tend to be minimal or absent.

Parks, Resource Management Zones for wildlife, and Wildlife Management Areas are all found in the Back Country. Management in this zone will focus on maintaining the recreational and tourism experience associated with these areas but will not preclude a limited level of motorized access or resource extraction. 

Measurements:

· Both the level of use and type of use (i.e., mode of transport) is restricted.

· Infrastructure is dispersed and very limited. 

· Overall group sizes (number of people) are limited to maintain quality of the experience.

· Percentage of Primitive & Semi-primitive non-motorized, & Semi-primitive motorized ROS classes for recreation.

· Little of no awareness of other human activity (noise, visible signs).

· Experience is highly sensitive to intervention.

Variable
Front-country
Mid-country
Back-country

Experience or “drawing card”
Separated from natural environment

 “Provided for”
“Natural environment”; Some accommodation
No obvious division between humans & the environment - primarily outdoor

Visibility of human activity
Highly visible
Expect presence of human activity (some in certain places)
Visible signs unlikely - little or no evidence

Infrastructure

"Degree of…?"
Diversity adds to the experience - multiple opportunities
Limited mix 

"diversity doesn't add to the experience"
Limited - "tends to add to the experience"

User Density
High concentration of users - facilitated use
Moderate use - managed use
Low (or limited) use - restricted - natural or imposed

Access
Easy access - facilitated

4-season access

Little or no physical limitations
Requires effort - time/cost and/or

some physical/natural limitations

Managed use
Requires effort - time/cost & physical effort

Seasonal limitationss

Restricted - natural or imposed

Activity


Wide variety of facility-based and outdoor activities
Activities limited by access, terrain and facility availability. 

Motorized activities subject to some restrictions to maintain a mix of opportunities
Activities limited by access, terrain and lack of facilities. All activities subject to restrictions to protect the need for quiet enjoyment while maintaining a mix of opportunities
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