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4.13 RECREATION 

DESCRIPTION OF THE RESOURCE

Public Recreation
Wildland recreation is an extremely important resource in the Lillooet LRMP area.  This resource is important to local resident as one of the keystones of their rural lifestyle.  It is also important to residents from across the province and to tourists from around the world.  The outdoor recreational resource also acts as the mainstay for a range of commercial tourism endeavors.  In addition to an exceptionally wide range of conventional outdoor recreational activities the Lillooet area offers several spectacular opportunities for wilderness experiences.

The range of recreational experiences offered in the plan area includes camping, hiking, motor touring, scenic and wildlife viewing, fishing, hunting, picnicking, nature study, horseback riding, mountain biking, heliskiing, helihiking, off road motorized activities, 4 wheel driving, mountaineering, rock and ice climbing, boating, kayaking and canoeing, swimming and beach activities, gathering, spectacular photographic opportunities, wilderness adventures and more.

Due to its proximity to the Lower Mainland and the Pacific North West as well as becoming a growing attraction for visitors from around the world there is a steadily increasing pressure on the recreational resources of the area.  This suggests a need for a high level of management.  Of particular importance are the wilderness resources of the area.  For wilderness to remain wilderness the presence of people and mankind generally must be limited.  Some areas, such as Spruce Lake and the South Chilcotin may already be approaching their carrying capacity as true wilderness.  This is a concern that must be addressed. In the mid-country areas adequate camp sites, sanitary facilities, parking areas and safe view points are becoming a consideration.

The Ministry of Forests currently maintains 53 Recreation Sites, with 244 Vehicle Units or camping spaces and 14 trails systems with over 200 km. of trail.  There are many more dispersed use day and overnight camping spots and more that 200 trails (not designated under the FPC Act. Sec. 6) that are present on the landscape and receive varying levels of use.

BC Parks provides 96 Vehicle Units in 3 parks:  Skihist, Goldpan and Marble Canyon, to their level 1 standard and 8 Vehicle Units in Duffey Lake Park to their level 3 standard.

BC Hydro provides about 45 Vehicle Units at three sites:  Gun Creek, Big Horn Creek, both on Carpenter Lake pondage and Cayoosh Creek near Lillooet.

Lillooet has several trails of special historical significance and many more that have quite long histories associated with the mining and ranching industries.  Trails have a significant recreational value and there is a need to complete the trail inventory and to properly designate those trails of recreational significance. It is important to note that there is a place for short trails in the recreational inventory and opportunities to maintain or develop short easy trails to points of interest, both historical and otherwise, should be taken advantage of.

Public Recreation can be valued for its current use as well as options for future use, bequest value and existence value.  Various estimates of valuing current use and option, bequest and existence values have been made but the basic fact remains.  Outdoor recreation opportunities are valuable for a range of commercial and non-commercial reasons in a similar manner that wildlife is valuable. 

By far the largest number of recreationalists engage in pursuits heavily dependant on motorized vehicular transport ranging from the family car to 4WD’s, ATV’s and snowmobiles.  This creates a very heavy demand for motorized access routes throughout the area.  On the other hand there are wildlife conservation concerns and a strong desire to maintain the extremely important wilderness and back country areas the Lillooet TSA is noted for.  In the long term it will be important to maintain these wilderness and backcountry values while at the same time providing a good range of opportunities for vehicular access.  Achieving a responsible balance between the demands for motorized access and the preservation of wilderness values poses an important challenge.

Maintaining the visual quality of the landscape is also important to the recreational sector.  A strong effort is required to maintain visual quality along main access routes, river corridors and from important viewpoints.

Finally it is important to recognize the integrated use nature of the area and to work with the forest, mining, tourism and ranching industries to maintain recreational values while at the same time recognizing the interests of these other industries.  Cooperation will be important if we are to achieve the best for all industries.  Compromise in some areas must also be a factor.  If all else fails a formal dispute resolution mechanism would be constructive.

Note:  The preceding description was edited by Jack Carradice(Oct. 15, 2000) to shorten the previously lengthy introduction & remove the collection of figures/numbers.

Issues Affecting Resources in the Plan Area

Adequate resources for recreation management (use management and resource management), will limit further deterioration of the recreation resource itself and also improve the ability to plan, manage, protect and conserve the forest recreation resources within the Lillooet plan area

Appropriate tools to manage the increasing conflicts among the variety of land users and users will be required to minimize degradation of the land bast both ecologically and socially.

Adequate access planning is required so that recreational users and land managers are able to properly plan their current and future activities.

Credible recreational input into planning processes will result in decreasing conflicts between non-compatible recreation uses (especially motorized/non-motorized) as well as between recreational uses and industrial/ commercial uses.

Lake classification is required to adequately protect the high value lakes and lakeshore management zones within the Lillooet LRMP area.

VISION
This plan recognises that recent historic (non-native) land uses have significantly reduced primitive and semi-primitive non-motorised recreational opportunities.  One goal of this plan is to set limits on the net loss of primitive and semi-primitive non-motorised recreational opportunities.  Furthermore, through the application of practical objectives and strategies the plan attempts to restore recreational opportunities towards historic levels.  

Maintain and/or enhance opportunities for a diverse range of recreation activities across the biophysical settings of the Lillooet LRMP area.  

Maintain and/or enhance ecological integrity in areas subject to resource impacts from recreation use.

This plan recognises that, given appropriate planning, along with care and attention to the guidelines, various resource uses can be compatible and perhaps even supportive of recreation management.  

Alternate Vision #2

To manage the recreational resources of the Lillooet LRMP in a manner that provides provincial residents and visitors from outside the province with a wide range of recreational opportunities.  These opportunities will include both motorized recreation and non-motorized recreation in a balanced manner, taking into consideration the special opportunities for wilderness recreation that exist in the area.

Alternate Vision #3 (Norma W.)

The Lillooet TSA will be known for its high quality wilderness recreation resources and settings that provide opportunities for a variety of recreational activities.  The Lillooet area will also be known for its wide variety of high quality, well-managed front and mid-country recreational opportunities.  Bearing in mind the scarcity of wilderness in the southern part of British Columbia, recreational resources, and especially wilderness, will be managed to maintain high quality recreational opportunities.  Resource industries that share the land base with recreation will take care to maintain the quality of recreational resources, and will be known for their sensitivity to recreation.  Recreationists will be aware of the uniqueness of the recreational resources and opportunities in the Lillooet area and will ensure that their activities do not degrade the resources.

Goals

· Provide direction concerning adequate access planning, strategically and operationally.

· Provide direction regarding adequate recreation input into applicable planning processes.

· Provide direction about the need for adequate resources to manage existing and predicted future recreation use.

· Provide direction supporting the provision of specific tools that would be useful in managing the landbase for the full variety of uses, but not necessarily every use on every hectare.

· Provide direction supporting no resource extraction activities, both within 200 meters of any lake and areas visible from any lake, prior to the completion of lakes classification as per “Lakes Classification and Lakeshore Management Guidebook: Kamloops Forest Region” September 1996 edition.

· Provide Recreation Opportunity Spectrum targets to ensure the continued availability of recreational opportunities within the wilderness end of the spectrum.

RECREATION OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES


3
1) Issue:  The increasing pressures and competing demands on the land base combined with the increasing demand for wildland recreation presents a challenge.  Land use management needs to recognize the interests of various users of the land while providing for a full range of wildland recreation opportunities across the landscape.  


3
1.1) Goal:  Provide a full range of opportunities for all activities across a full range of recreation settings.



Maintain Primitive (P) and Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized (SPNM) areas in Lillooet at a minimum of 42 % of the land base (2002 ROS mapping projection).
1.1.1) Objective:  Manage back country areas to maintain the wilderness recreation experience, within the context of integrated commercial and industrial resource use.    

Indicator(s): 

· ROS inventory (Primitive and Semi-primitive Non-motorized) areas.

· Level of use, size of group and spread over season of use.

· Mode of transportation (to access an area and during use of an area).


Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for reporting: 




Strategies:


4
a
Recreation Resource Management Zones (RMZs) should be designated  that maintain/enhance the amount of non-roaded area. Specific maps and objectives and strategies for each of these areas should be completed in the RMZ section.  A variety of management tools,  should be used to achieve understanding, compliance and enforcement.











Strategies:


4
a
Manage access, through Access Working Group and Access section of plan that maps and describes various access requirements across all areas of the plan.


4
1.1.2.)  
1.1.2 Objective:  Manage recreational use front and mid country areas to provide a range of recreational experiences accommodating high usage levels while minimizing conflict amongst competing recreation users.  
Indicator(s):  

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:


4
a
Apply access management planning to provide a diverse range of motorized and non-motorized access within the front and  mid country areas.


4
b

Locations for both public and private campgrounds should be identified and existing facilities improved.


4
1.1.3)  Objective: Ensure that high value Recreation Settings are adequately represented in non-roaded areas.
Indicator(s):  

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:



a
Protected Areas should be established in areas of high value for Recreation, Conservation and Heritage/Culture.  Non-roaded (P and SPNM) objectives should be included in any new protected areas in areas that currently have this designation..



b
Further discussion:  if necessary as well as adding indicators.


3
1.2) Goal:  Provide opportunities for diverse water recreation experiences on lakes and rivers.






3
1.2.1) Objective:  Maintain and enhance opportunities for river recreation on rivers such as the Fraser, Thompson, Bridge/Yalakom, Upper Bridge, Hurley and some of the main creeks like Cayoosh and Gun.

Indicator(s): The number of new/enhanced opportunities for access/egress points.

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies



a
River Inventories that include features on and immediately adjacent should be completed within 3 years;
River Experience and White Water Classification should be completed within 5 years of plan adoption.



b
 Public access and egress points along rivers should be established where appropriate with guidance from the Rivers Inventory. 


3
1.2.2) Objective:  Manage lakes for a variety of recreational experiences.

Indicator(s): 

Responsible for implementation: Ministry of Forests; ??
Responsible for monitoring:




Strategy


3
a
All lakes within the plan area should be classified according to the Lakes Classification system outlined in the Lake Classification  Guidebook: Kamloops Forest Region, and appropriate Lakeshore Management Goals established. 


3
b
The  Lakes Classification Team should establish a list of priority lakes for classification. 


3
c
Access for lakes that are classified as Wilderness Lakes should be managed through the Access Working Group and Access section of the plan. Betty to rethink this strategy.



d
Note:  Betty - possible strategy for walk-in lakes.









4

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e)  



· 
· 

Note:  this issue relates to tourism section as well as the cultural heritage section.)






4
2) ssue:  Trails are an important resource in the area and there is no comprehensive inventory. .  Some of these trails are historic  and many others have received long term usage. There is a danger that these trails could be lost over timeif not properly recognised and managed.


4
2.1) Goal:  Maintain historic interest and recreation trails for their historic and recreational interest.


3
2.1.1)  Objective:  Maintain and enhance the recreation and cultural heritage value of ‘historic interest’ trails.

Indicator(s):  The number and distance of ‘historic interest’ trails that are inventoried and brought under formal management with designation as Heritage Trail or Recreation Trail. 

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:


4
a
Further historical archival research should be completed on ‘historic interest’ trails within the plan area.  Doug Glaum, (Ministry of Small Business, Tourism and Culture, Archaeology Branch, Planning and Assessment), has been tasked with doing further research on the McGillvray Pass, Shulaps and ‘Sheep’ trails.


4
b
Any portions of ‘historic interest’ trails that still exist should be designated as Heritage Trail or Ministry of Forests Recreation Trail. 


3
2.2) Goal:  Recognize the importance of non-motorized trail-based recreation in the plan area.  


3
2.2.1)Objective:  Inventory, designate and manage high priority non-motorized trails within the plan area.  ‘High’ priority can be determined by the scarcity, pending threats to damage, recreation setting and perceived value of the trail.

Indicator(s): The number, distance and % of total trails that are inventoried and designated.

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies


3
a
An overview assessment of all trails within the plan area should be completed.


3
b
A list of high priority trails upon which to complete full trail inventories to Ministry of Forests Kamloops Region Trails Inventory Standards (Draft 9) should be developed.


4
c
Trail inventories on the high priority trails should be completed by Oct. 2001.


4
d
High priority trails with complete inventories should be designated as Recreation Trails  under Sec. 6  of the Forest Practices Code Act.


4
e
Trails should be maintained according to the Higher Level Plan (HLP) established objectives for the designated trails.



2.3) Goal:  Maintain existing and future opportunities for mountaineering/touring routes in a wilderness (non-roaded) and other roaded settings. 



2.3.1) Objective:  Maintain and enhance opportunities for mountaineering/touring routes primarily in a non-roaded setting.  

Indicator(s): 

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies



a
Many of these routes could be highlighted as defined Resource Management Zones (RMZs) or as ‘soft lines’ with objectives and strategies highlighted for each area as part of general management.



b
Routes should be maintained as non-motorized areas, with the exception of currently licensed heli-ski tenures and routes.



c
No new motorized commercial recreation tenures should be allocated for these routes.



d
Any resource developments should be designed to minimize any new roads within or immediately adjacent to the routes.



e
Maintain at least 4wd motorized access, to the trailheads or staging areas of all these routes.



2.3.2) Objective:  Manage ‘Hour Creek’ as a winter ski-touring area.

Indicator(s): 

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies



a
‘Hour Creek’, a tributary of Slim Cr. entering from the southwest, near ‘Deadman’s Slough’, should be zoned for non-motorized winter use. Information, maps, brochures, signs and communication among ski-touring and snowmobiling groups should be used to achieve the objective.


4

3) Issue: There are many motorized trails and some destination areas for recreational motorized use in the plan area.   However, there is a lack of assurance of a full range and grades of opportunities for motorized users such as four-wheel drive, two-wheel drive, and ATV.  This is an issue within a range of recreational settings.


3
3.1) Goal:  Maintain existing, high priority motorized trails and routes or a similar amount and types of trails in similar setting


4
3.1.1) Objective:  Maintain attributes and characteristics of existing motorized recreation trails and routes.

Indicator(s): 

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:


4
a
An overview assessment of all high priority motorized trails in the plan area should be completed  and mapped.  Map attached of current known trails and routes.


3
b
Further inventory of these trails/routes should be completed where necessary.


4
c
Designate as Ministry of Forests Recreation Trails, along with objectives as part of the trail designation Higher Level Plan.

Trails and areas should be identified in the plan area and designated as destination motorcycle facilities and 4wd trail areas.  





4
d
Trail/route condition should be monitored and maintained to the appropriate standard as defined in the trail objectives.  Motorized users to provide information on trail conditions and to provide ongoing maintenance as specified in the trail objectives.  Formal agreements may be established between registered non-profit societies and the Forest Service for club maintenance and management activities.



4
e
Resource access roads should be separated from existing motorized recreation trails/routes.


4
f
 Motorized recreation groups should be consulted about ways to minimize the physical and social impact of new resource development roads on existing motorized use trails.


4
g
Trails should only be gated where a significant environmental or social issue needs to be resolved.


4
h
 Designated trails should be shown on the various maps and brochures produced by government agencies and other groups. 


4
3.2) Goal:  Replace new motorized recreation trails/routes lost to road closures and upgrading and develop new trail opportunities.


4
3.2.1) Objective:  Plan, design and develop new and replacement opportunities for varied motorized recreation.

Indicator(s): 

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies


3
a
New and replacement trails should be plan, designed, and developed after review and referral by all relevant agencies, the motorized recreation user groups, tenure holders and the general public.


3
b
Trails should be planned according to the terrain and as evaluated by grade, slope, aspect and terrain stabilityyo provide a variety levels of difficulty..


3
c
A trail difficulty schedule should be formalized and published.


3
d
Trails should be signed according to difficulty.


4
e
Limiting access features, (steep grades, sloping sections, narrow sections, and technical sections) should be designed  into trails that have been improved due to industrial activity or heavy or over use, to reduce trail use to previous lower use.


4
f
Work with industrial tenure holders to develop new limited access trails/routes in conjunction with industrial development (timber harvesting, mineral exploration and development, grazing development and tourism development).


4
g
Signs such as “Road deactivated - Use At Own Risk” should be posted rather than gating deactivated roads.


4
h
Legislative changes should be pursued  (Forest Practices Code Act), to allow a third category of roads “Not Maintained” in addition to “Maintained” and “Deactivated”.



4) Issue:  The types of recreation activities are increasing and there are ever larger numbers of recreation users in the plan area. In some areas there are conflicts between established activities and new activities, between motorized and non-motorized activities. There are also problems that come with over-use of areas.
Overlaps with Tourism Issue #14.



4.1) Goal:  Minimize conflicts among recreation groups/users and among recreation groups and resource tenure holders, and the general public.



4.1.1) Objective:  To maintain goodwill among all users, resource tenure holders and interested parties.  To provide conflict resolution methods/tools to resolve any disputes.

Indicator(s): 

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:



a
Provide conflict resolution as part of the post LRMP monitoring committee.  Panel may be convened, with representation from all interested parties, to recommend solutions to issues.



b
Provide information to all users, to allow users to sort out issues. Provide appropriate code of conduct for various resource users (Tread Lightly procedures, Minimum impact camping procedures…).



c
 Sign all trails as to the appropriate use(s) and standards of use.  Invite comment to the managing agency.  Resolve any unacceptable types of use.



d
Monitor trail use.  Institute Limits of Acceptable Change procedures on some high value trails.



e

Ensure there are adequate agency resources to manage recreation activities in the plan area.


4
5) Issue:  There is currently a moderate amount of snowmobiling in the plan area. 
There is a need for assurance of the continuation of existing and potential future snowmobiling opportunities.

Overlaps with a number of Tourism Issues.


4
5.1) Goal:  Maintain existing snowmobile trail opportunities.


3
5.1.1) Objective:  Maintain existing snowmobile trail opportunities by completing inventories, designating and setting trail objectives. 
Indicator(s): 

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:


3
a
Inventory and designation of existing snowmobile trails in the plan area should be completed.


3
b
Trail objectives should be set for existing snowmobile trails in the plan area.


4
5.2) Goal: Development of  new snowmobile trails, particularly in the greater Gold Bridge area.


3
452.1) Objective:  Enhance snowmobile opportunities by further inventory, planning, designation, management and development of snowmobile trails.
Indicator(s): 

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:


3
a
Inventory and planning of trails in the greater Gold Bridge area should be completed:  Noel Cr., Hope Cr., Lone Goat Cr., Slim Cr., staging areas, bridge crossing of Gun Cr., linkage of 4 communities (Bralorne, Gold Bridge, Gun Lake, Tyaughton Lake).


3
b
Complete inventories and possible designation of other trail areas, particularly in the Cayoosh area.

























































6) Issue:  Currently, most of the Forest Service focus for recreation use management has been on mid and back country areas. BC Parks and BC Hydro provides some camping opportunities infront country zones. 
There may be a need to provide more recreation opportunities and vehicle based camping, to a higher design standard, in rural and urban settings.



Relation to Tourism:  location of sites; 

(Note:  Mike mentioned this is not much of an issue, except in the Duffey Lake area.  

Maintenance of existing Forest Service Recreation site.  Issue may be the coordination of overall management: BC Parks, BC Hydro, Forest Service.)



6.1) Goal:  Provide more front country recreation opportunities.










6.1.2) Objective:  BC Parks, TNRD, SLRD and Village of Lillooet to consider developing more rural and urban based, camping facilities and other near urban/rural and wildland recreation opportunities.

Indicator(s): 

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:



a
Designate Lillooet Forest District Demonstration Forest.



b
BC Parks, TRND, SLRD and Village of Lillooet should encourage the development of rural and urban based recreation and camping opportunities.


















Alternate Wording for Issue #7 (Jack C. – Sept. 18, 2000):



7) Alternate Issue: Hunting is a time honoured tradition, both for sustenance and recreation, among a broad cross section of British Columbians.  In addition hunting has been used for decades as a management tool and as a consumptive activity that has brought in significant revenue to the Province and the LRMP area.  The plan area also accounts for a significant proportion of provincial resident hunting activity and supports 5 guide outfitters that supply services to an additional number of non resident hunters. It is important that these values and benefits of hunting be maintained.

Society places a range of values on wildlife and is prepared to commit public resources to maintain these values.  Hunters, trappers and guide-outfitters contribute significant monies in the form of licenses and fees all of which are directed to maintaining the wildlife resource.  In fact, at the present time, very nearly all of the Ministry of Environment Lands and Parks wildlife programs are funded exclusively by hunters and anglers. Consequently it is important that the funds generated by hunting, trapping and guide-outfitting be maintained. 

Hunting is recognized as a wildlife management tool for some wildlife management problems.  Experience has shown that if hunting of a particular species is stopped the societal value of that species declines and the conservation effort also declines to the detriment of the species involved.  As a consequence if the ability to use hunting as a management tool is lost conservation efforts decline and government is faced with providing costly programs such as culling problem animals, compensating farmers for crop damage and population control initiatives.




· 
· 
· 




· 
· 
· 









































7.1) Goal: To maintain hunting opportunities both for sustenance and recreation.




4
7.1.1) Objective: To manage wildlife and its habitat for the full range of values that wildlife contributes to society.

Indicator(s):  

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:



a
Hunting should be actively promoted as a healthy recreational activity.



b
The nutritional value of pesticide free, growth hormone free, low cholesterol  wild meat should be promoted.



c
Hunting potential should be included as part of the tourism strategy.



7.2) Goal: To maintain wildlife management programs supported by hunting fees and licenses.


4
7.2.1) Objective:  ??

Indicator(s):  

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:



a
An economic analysis should be completed of the many contributions hunters make to the provincial and local economy.



7.3) Goal: To continue to use legal hunting as a wildlife management measure.


4
7.3.1) Objective: To manage wildlife in a manner that provides a consumable surplus. 

Indicator(s):  

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:




Wildlife should be managed to provide a consumable surplus.


4
7.3.2) Objective: To use hunting as a wildlife management tool and to minimize costly government intervention with respect to population control and the culling of problem animals.

Indicator(s):  

Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:



a
Hunting should be used as a tool to manage predators and to control wildlife populations.



3
8) Issue:  Over-harvested fish stocks and the manipulation of habitat can lead to a decline in populations and genetic diversity among wild stocks.


3
8.1)  Goal:  Prevent losses in wild fish stock population levels and genetic diversity.

MPOL
3
8.1.1)  Objective:  Assess and where possible, enhance the genetic diversity and population levels of wild fish stocks.
Indicator:  Wild fish stock population levels and levels of genetic diversity. 
Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:


3
a
 Lakes and streams should be ranked for inventory purposes and fish and fish habitat inventories should be completed.


3
b
Species-specific habitat improvement programs (to re-create spawning grounds, etc.)should be developed.


3
c
Ministry of Environment should identify stocks of conservation concern and consider restoration or enhancement opportunities within the plan area. 


3
d
Fisheries should be managed to meet conservation and biodiversity goals by regulating annual harvests so that genetic stocks are maintained.


3
e
Small and threatened stocks should be conserved and rebuilt by protecting and restocking streams where small or threatened species are found.


3
f
An adequate supply of well-distributed habitat should be provided to protect genetic diversity of fish stocks.


3
9)  Issue:  Recreational angling and associated road access, can have negative impacts on fish populations and their habitats. fisheries It is necessary to control the level of fish harvest and access within wilderness (non-roaded) and road accessible areas, in order to prevent declines in fish stocks and the wilderness fishing experience.


3
9.1)  Goal:  Maintain or enhance recreational angling opportunities within the capacity of the system.

MPOL
4
9.1.1)  Objective:  Manage and protect recreational fisheries and fish stocks within wilderness areas.  Define where wilderness areas exist (map or cross-reference ROS)

Comment (BW):  This issue etc seems incomplete.  What is the issue - expand.  Re-word goal? Focus the objective?

Indicator:  
Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:


4
a
Fisheries inventories should be completed for fisheries management plans.


4
b
Inventory should be completed of indigenous fish species (baseline for wilderness) .

IMPL
4
9.1.2)  Objective:  Design access management plans that meet the walk-in fishing experience criteria (to be defined.)
Indicator:
 Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:


4
a
Aaircraft access should be managed to maintain wilderness aspects.

Comment:  Define “wilderness aspects”.


4
b
Key watersheds should be identified for managing recreational use to preserve wilderness experiences (i.e., classified waters.) 


4
c
Develop and prioritize Lake-specific fish harvest strategies (e.g. Spruce, Kwoiek and Gun Lake) should be developed and prioritized.

MPOL
4
9.1.3)
  Objective:  Maintain and enhance fisheries and fish stocks in road accessible lakes and streams.

Indicator:  Fish population levels in road accessible lakes and streams.
Responsible for implementation:

Responsible for monitoring:




Strategies:


4
a
Stocking programs should be developed to be consistent with wild fish conservation.


4
b
Baseline fisheries inventories should be conducted and opportunities for fish stocking in road- accessible lakes and streams should be assessed.

Front/Mid/Back Country Zone Definitions

Note:  The intent is that these definitions could apply to both tourism and recreation and have been edited to be consistent with both.  Further discussion of map & front/mid/backcountry zones needed.  This text is also provided in the Tourism section.

Introduction

Note:  Define facilitated, managed & restricted.

In the Lillooet TSA tourism takes place in a wide range of settings from downtown Lillooet or Lytton to the glacier that feeds the Bridge River. Although the range of tourism settings forms continuum it is possible to classify areas as front country, mid country and back country.  Visitors to each class will have different expectations related to access, level of infrastructure/service and the number of other people visiting the area. To maintain a healthy tourism industry in the Lillooet TSA it is very important to have a balance of front country, mid country and back country areas for tourists to visit. Maintaining this balance allows the TSA to appeal to a wide range of visitors and to maximize the benefits from fluctuations in visitor tastes.

The following provides a description of each of the three classes of tourism setting as well as quantifiable measures for each class. It is important to remember that these classes are part of a continuum and therefore the boundaries between classes are fuzzy. It is also important to note that even within a given class there is potential for a fair degree of variation. 

Front Country

Description

Front Country areas include communities and highways. Visitors expect fairly easy paved road access to these areas. The type of activities common in these areas include paved road touring, sight-seeing and visiting cultural and historical attractions. Typical related businesses in the front country include hotels, restaurants, rental shops, museums and other urban attractions. Because of the ease of access and the concentration of infrastructure and services visitors to the front country expect a high degree of interaction with other people. Visitors to the Front Country still place a high value on the scenery visible from communities and roadways.

Measurements

· Paved and/or maintained road access

· Size of area not a concern

· Infrastructure/services such as hotels, restaurants, gas stations, banks, museums, service infrastructure – serviced campgrounds.

· Diversity of opportunities (activities/infrastructure) adds to the experience.

· High concentrated use.

· Level of use & type of use (i.e., mode of transport) is facilitated.

· Urban, rural & roaded modified ROS category for recreation

· Correlation between road & trail density & # of users.

Mid Country

Description

Mid country areas are roaded although the quality of road will vary from well maintain gravel to roads requiring 4 wheel drive. Mid country areas are accessible by standard motor vehicles.  Services and infrastructure in the Mid Country is not as extensive as in the Front Country. Infrastructure can include small communities or stand alone lodges/guest ranches. 

While the Mid Country can provide many of the services found in the Front Country but these services will not be as abundant, varied or easily accessible. Typical facilities/activities in the Mid Country may include developed trails and campgrounds, Lodges, Guest Ranches, and guided and non-guided day and overnight trips by foot, bike, horse or motor vehicle. Because of the range of possible activities separation of users according to the type may be necessary where use is high.  For example some trails and roads may need to be designated motorized use and others for non-motorized use. 

Due to the more difficult access and lower concentration of infrastructure and services visitors to the Mid Country expect a lower degree of interaction with other people. Visitors to the Mid Country expect to have many of the comforts of the Front Country but with a much greater emphasis on outdoor activities. Visitors therefore tend to be much more concerned about the quality of the natural environment. 

Measurements

· Roaded natural & semi-primitive motorized ROS class for recreation.

· Type (i.e., mode of transport) and/or level of use (numbers) can be managed for.

· Road access ranging from 2wheel drive roads such as Route 40 to roads requiring high clearance vehicles and/or 4WD.

· Infrastructure can ranges from rustic campgrounds to full service campgrounds or lodges but occurs singly or in small pockets

· moderate managed use & density levels

· Size of area becomes a factor – moderate to large size – depends on activity (bike vs. hike or walking)

Back Country

Description

The primary attraction of the Back Country is the naturalness of environment. Visitors to these areas expect to see little or no evidence of human activity. Access into the Backcountry requires the highest degree of effort (time, cost, physical effort) and planning.  This tends to be associated with a limited road network or no road at all.  Infrastructure in the Back Country tends to be limited to and there may be large areas of Back Country where there is no infrastructure at all.  The lack of infrastructure adds to the Backcountry experience, which is dependent on the lack of facilities (rather than being dependent on infrastructure).

Due to the amount of time, effort and planning required for visitors to access the Back Country visitors have expectations around the experience they will encounter.  For example a back country skier who has taken several days to reach a remote peak will be much more dissatisfied with the experience if a helicopter lands on the peak than a day trip skier would be in the same circumstances. At the same time there is a demand for easier access to the back country from those who do not have the time or the ability to get there under their own power. For this reason it is important to have sub-zones with the greater Back Country area. These sub-zones can be established on the basis of the type of recreation or tourism activity.  

Visitors to the Back Country also expect to have minimal interaction with other people. For this reason it is important to have some control over the level of use in the Back Country zone.  

Measurements

· Both the level of use and type of use (i.e., mode of transport) is restricted.

· Infrastructure is dispersed and very limited. 

· Overall group sizes (number of people) are limited to maintain quality of the experience.

· Primitive & Semi-primitive non-motorized ROS class for recreation.

· Little of no awareness of other human activity (noise, visible signs).

· Experience is highly sensitive to intervention.

Preliminary definitions:

Managed – subject to rules & regulations.

Restricted – subject to laws & limitations (i.e., tenures)
Note to Reader/Reviewer:  This section still requires a substantial amount of editing (which was not possible in the time available before distribution.  Many of the concepts and linkage with a zone/map also require further discussion within the working group.  Please adjust your expectations of the following text accordingly.
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