4.20.4 	PREDATORS 


DESCRIPTION OF THE RESOURCE


Predators are an important component of the wildlifecommunity.  Included in this list are coyotes, wolves, cougars, lynx, bobcat, black bears, grizzly bears and wolverine.  Predator populations fluctuate with the availability of prey species.


In natural predator/prey systems, a healthy prey population will tolerate a certain level of predation, as long as there is an adequate distribution and abundance of functional key habitats.  


The key issue with respect to predators is that the implementation of management objectives and strategies which are intended to enhance wildlife (prey) populations (through the LRMP) will also likely result in an increase to predator populations.  This suggests that predator populations must be monitored and managed in order to maintain a balance between predator/prey populations and to ensure that the population goals for ungulates can be achieved.  Through monitoring of predator population trends the appropriate control measures (i.e., hunting, trapping programs) can be employed when populations exceed reasonable levels.





Livestock and predator interactions are a concern within the plan area.  These interactions can lead to predator and livestock mortalities (keep this in? or does Issue 2 incorporate?).





VISION


The vision is for a healthy population of predators managed and controlled in such a way that they do not negate other wildlife management programs while recognizing other resource demands on the landbase .


�
PREDATORS OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES


�
3�
1) Issue:  Predator populations tend to increase with the availability of prey species.  If the plans for increasing wildlife populations are successful, through habitat management and improvement initiatives, then it may be anticipated that predator populations may also increase.  This increase in predators has the potential to offset and, in fact, negate the management programs for other species.  Predators can thus have a negative impact on other wildlife populations and must be managed in order to maintain a balance.�
�
�
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1.1)  Goal:  To manage predator populations at a level that does not negate other wildlife management programs and goals.�
�
�
�
�
�
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�
�
Strategies:�
�
�
3�
a�
BC Environment to estimate predator populations.�
�



�
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1.1.1)  Objective:  To monitor predator population trends.


Indicator:  Tracking of predator harvests, predator/livestock conflicts, predator sightings & incidental reports.


Responsible for implementation:  MELP, MoF, MOAFF, Range Licensees


Responsible for monitoring: MELP�
�



�
�
�
Strategies:�
�
�
3�
a�
Track predator populations and examine in relation to the number of prey.�
�



�
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1.1.3) Objective:  To initiate predator population control measures (such as increased hunting and trapping) when predator population trends reach an unacceptable negative impact level on ungulate populations.  (Complaints will be the trigger)


1.1.3.(b) Alternative Objective:  Based on scientific review of predator/prey interactions in the plan area, specific, case-by-case management controls will be recommended when necessary.��Intent:  That acceptable limit will reflect the change to existing predator/prey balance.Indicator:  Number of predators harvested.


Responsible for implementation:  Ministry of Environment


Responsible for monitoring:  Ministry of Environment�
�
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Strategies:�
�
�
�
a�
�
�
�
�
b�
.�
�
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2) Issue: Wildlife predation on livestock not only creates losses for the livestock owner but can cause losses to wildlife populations. Once wildlife prey on livestock they are defined as a “problem” and are at higher risk to prey again.  They are then at a higher risk of being destroyed by the rancher, who is protecting her herd, or by the Conservation Officer (if the officer has exhausted other means of deterring the predation).�
�
�
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2.1)  Goal:  Manage livestock and predators to reduce the mortality of both.�
�
�
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2.1.1)  Objective: The Ministry of Forests, and Ministry of Agriculture in cooperation with the Ministry of Environment, will endeavor to reduce the mortality of predators and livestock.


Indicator:  Number of livestock killed by predators and number of predators destroyed.


Responsible for implementation: Ministry of Agriculture, MoF


Responsible for monitoring:  MoF, MoAg�
�



�
�
�
Strategies:�
�
�
4�
a�
Initiate and/or continue or consider control measures on predators when predation problems occur.�
�
�
4�
b�
Ensure the province/region continues to support agriculture/wildlife conflict resolution forums (e.g. Provincial Agriculture/Wildlife Advisory Committee).�
�
�
4�
c�
Ranchers should remove any dead livestock to avoid attracting predators.�
�
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2.1.2)  Objective: The Ministry of Forests will encourage ranchers to implement practices through the Range Use Plan that result in fewer calves born on the range.





Indicator: Number of predator/livestock conflicts reported during calving section


Implementation:MoF, MOAFF


Monitoring MoF, MOAFF
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Strategies:�
�
�
4�
a�
Ensure Range Use Plans address calving dates where this is a concern.�
�



�
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2.1.3)  Objective:  The Ministry of Agriculture will encourage ranchers to maintain livestock health to minimize predation.


Indicator: Number of livestock killed by predators.


Responsible for implementation:  Ministry of Agriculture


Responsible for monitoring:  Ministry of Agriculture�
�



�
�
�
Strategies:�
�
�
4�
a�
Disseminate information on livestock health issues and methods of disease prevention.�
�
�
4�
b�
Encourage ranchers to vaccinate their livestock.�
�
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