LILLOOET LAND and RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN


Table Meeting February 18, 2000


Lillooet, Royal Canadian Legion


MEETING SUMMARY





Attendees:


Community Resources Board:  Karl Delling, Mike Nikkel, Chris O’Connor, Betty Weaver, Linda Hume, Bill Spencer.


Public Participants:  Desiree Mou (alt.), Sue Duxbury (alt.), John Edgar, Tom Nichols, Bill Wareham (alt.), Brad Bennett, Dave Dobi (alt.), John Leighton, Jack Carradice, Dennis Perry


Provincial Government:  Dave Horne, Dawna Harden, Graham Strachan, Mike Hanry, Phil Belliveau, Jacquie Rasmussen, Jim Britton


Federal Government:  Dean Watts


Local Government:  Russ Oakley, Kevin Taylor, Sheila McLean


Staff:  Trevor Chandler, Bruce Walter, Phil Whitfield, Susan Omelchuk, Marc Imus


Guests & Observers:  Ted Crouch, Vic Hamm, Susan Senger, Tony Hamilton, Mel Stewart, Chris Bishop, Heather Leighton, Dan Peterson, Doug Radies, Ken Waite, Christ’l Roschard, Mary Ann Leach





Documents:


Mailed Documents:


November 26-27, 1999 LRMP Meeting Summary


February 18th, 2000 LRMP Meeting Agenda


In-meeting Documents:


February 19th Community Open House – floor plan


Guidelines for LRMP Members at the Open House


Start:  8:40 am





1.  Introduction - Phil Whitfield welcomed everyone back.


Agenda Review/Summary Review/Rumour Check - 


Summary Review - no revisions necessary.


Housekeeping - Donna Romain is taking a leave and will be replaced by Phil Belliveau.  Leah Hartley will no longer be working on the LRMP - has taken a position with Central Okanagan Regional District (CORD) as a Growth Strategies Planner.  Roger Wysocki will be replacing Des Anderson for MELP at the Water Working Group.


Reading File - new letters:  Federation of BC Naturalists - interest in grasslands protection; Whistler Off Road Cycling Association; Melvin Creek grizzly; Ainsworth FDP; and newspaper clippings.


Rumour Check - Dennis Perry referred to page 4 of meeting summary minutes - Southern Chilcotin Wilderness letter (accusation of untruths):  Brad Bennett had two issues with the letter - 1) the tone of the letter; 2) imbalance - no mention of Ainsworth being shut out of areas due to First Nations concerns.  Dennis mentioned that the letter did not have “untruths” and was directed at his constituency (not to the timber sector) in order to present conservation sector views.  Brad apologized for using the word “untruth” or “inaccurate” but felt there was an imbalance in the letter. Brad requested that Dennis present a full array of the facts.





First Nations:  Ts’kw’aylaxw - concern with protecting Pavilion Watershed.  Phil mentioned that it was explained to the First Nations that if there are any concerns with protected areas, they are to contact the LRMP Table (Ted Crouch or Phil).  Phil mentioned that the N’Quatqua are still conducting a review of LRMP products.


Kevin Taylor mentioned that there will be an update on Ts’kw’aylaxw tomorrow at the recreation centre.





Discussion of internal Table sector communications:  Phil mentioned that the Table members are more connected to the interests around the Table and the “big picture”.  There are still issues to resolve in a cooperative manner and this is important to communicate to the public.  The open house is intended to help the public understand the process and the issues and working consensus.


Chris mentioned that the Table members agreed to be part of an interest-based process and all groups were to conduct themselves accordingly (and do their best to represent all interests in communications to their constituents.)





3.   Open House Introduction - Phil Whitfield


Discussion of the CRB newspaper insert. Dennis mentioned that the biggest problem with the map was the legend (definition of special management may not be evident to the public). Phil accepted responsibility for the map in the newspaper - this represents the PST’s understanding at this time; clarified that the Table has discussed special management as something more than general management (including special management objectives or protection.)


Trevor mentioned that this map is intended to illustrate a building consensus. 


Action:  PST - the legend on the map at the open house will be amended with a note to clarify special management, “could include protection”.





Bill Wareham mentioned that the Bridge River delta is not included on the map (could be light green).  The Cayoosh corridor and the Yalakom area have been discussed as Resource Management Zones (or some level of special management.)  Bill felt that Table members, prior to distribution should have reviewed the newspaper insert.  Brad mentioned that the explanation of the details of the map have to be done at the open house.





Tom asked for clarification on the Bridge Delta - should this be shown as special management?  Trevor responded that no, this area was also discussed as general management.





Open House Discussion - Floor Plan, Structure - Sue Senger


Sue handed out and reviewed the floor plan for the Community Open House Feb. 19th, 2000.  The Open House runs from 9am - 4pm.


Review of display materials (goals, objectives and strategies.)  Sections of the Duck will be available for reference.


Options for Input (by open house participants) to the LRMP:


General Survey


Special Comment sheet (open-ended)


Access survey (opportunity for public to work through access issues)





There will also be a sheet for Table members to record questions and interests from the public.





Phil Belliveau asked about how information around disagreements (or strong opinions) might be used in the future by the Table.  Phil W. clarified that the survey is intended to gauge interest from the public, to be used to check “sensitivities” from the public.  Access management was a key concern from the public at the last open house.





Break:  10:00 - 10:30





Open House Ground Rules, Guidelines, Expectations - Trevor reviewed the “Guidelines for LRMP Members at the Open House”.  There are dangers in presenting draft versions of anything - important to explain that materials are working drafts.  





A copy of the Western Canada Wilderness Committee press release is available for Table members to read.  The press release is erroneous and does not accurately explain the open house (labeled as a “protected area planning meeting”) so people can read this to make sure they know what expectations people from outside the District may have when they arrive.  Table members can then correctly explain the intent of the open house.





Discussion of Communications Outside the District:


John Edgar - asked whether open houses would be allowed in the Lower Mainland (feels that the Lillooet area is unique).  Phil W. - mentioned that government’s policy is to hold open houses within the LRMP area.  Open house material can be used by Table members to hold presentations to their constituents or other members outside the plan area.





John L. - asked whether government would participate in sessions held outside the District (in order to provide balance and share in the event.)  Phil mentioned that government doesn’t have the resources or the mandate to attend sector meetings elsewhere.  Decision to discuss communications to the Lower Mainland during ‘Next Steps’.





Ted Crouch will be available to help with any questions around First Nations' participation.





Chris O. - suggestion to have a “soap box” in the corner of the REC centre for people to present their views.  Tony Hamilton cautioned the Table about providing opportunities for groups which thrive on media cameras and high volume “soap box” rhetoric.)





Phil Whitfield will be the spokesperson for government, for potential media issues.





Goldbridge/Lytton Open Houses - 


Gold Bridge - February 24th 4 - 6 pm (Community Hall)


Lytton - February 26th - 12 - 5 pm (Parish Hall)





Table members were encouraged to attend.





Working Group Update


Access - Dave Horne is preparing some documents that resulted from the meeting.  The flowchart has been amended.  Key concepts discussed:


Forest resource values protected


Graduated access is preferable (quality of road deteriorates further along its length) rather than abrupt road closures;


Manage numbers of users (as opposed to yes/no approach)


Where there are road blockages, there is a need for clear justification.


Meeting tentatively scheduled for March 9th.





Community - Phil Whitfield mentioned there was a meeting on Jan. 17th and that there was working agreement on most of the Community text, general agreement on Lands.  Cultural heritage reviewed to some extent and Paleontology - requires a review by government agencies.





Spruce Lake Matrix - Marc Imus mentioned that the matrix has been updated based on the January 21 meeting.  There was good representation from the mountain biking community; Chris Bishop has offered to serve as a contact person for the mountain bike interests at working groups.  Vic Hamm was also available at the Jan. 21 meeting to discuss heli-ski interests.  A copy of the matrix will be present at the Spruce Lake Table (at the open house) but copies will not be distributed to the public due to concerns with misinterpretation of the exercise. 





Fish/Water - Meeting on Jan. 5/6 - new drafts in development in order to move toward consensus.  Dean mentioned that some of the work has been completed and is in the latest draft.  The latest draft of both Fish and Water is available on the FTP site.





Grizzly - Tony Hamilton mentioned there is some outstanding work to be done.  Roads and bridge sites have been inventoried - copies of draft maps will be at the open house tomorrow.  Traffic volume by road section discussed.  Habitat characteristics - trial watershed:  Duffy is being used as the test area.  There will be an approximation of how much timber area is needed to retain the integrity of the area for use by grizzly.  Population estimates, procedures and outcomes still to be worked on further.  There is a need to be area-specific in order to come to consensus on the grizzly strategy material.





Dave Horne mentioned that Dennis Lloyd (regional ecologist) is working on identifying rare forest types - potential implications on reduced stocking standards - will be discussed at a future meeting.


John Edgar mentioned that the activities of people (as opposed to just people) is important to consider.  Tony mentioned that the focus is on road and vehicle effects on grizzly bears.  Less information/research on trail impacts.





Biodiversity - Dave Horne - BEO map and Old Growth Management Areas need to be completed by the LRMP so that the Forest District can get on with Landscape Unit planning.  The Biodiversity meeting scheduled for next week will be cancelled until the BEO map has been completed.





LUNCH - 12:00





Whistler Off-Road Cycling Association (WORCA) - Chris Bishop - Chris is a Planning Analyst with the Resort Municipality of Whistler so is familiar with planning issues.  There is a great deal of growth potential for backcountry cycling in the Lillooet area.  There is potential to have integration of the cycling with horses and other interests in areas such as Spruce Lake.  Chris mentioned that there are likely three cycling tour companies in the Spruce Lake area.  The number of public cycling users has gone up in the last ten years.  There are a number of WORCA members who have bought property in the Spruce Lake/Gold Bridge area with interest in cycling.  The cycling association is approx. 763 riders.  WORCA is also affiliated with Cycling BC.  





Desiree is interested in having some expertise from WORCA in order to help provide information to the LRMP Table.  Chris O’Connor mentioned that the cycling interests are welcome to participate but should make sure that they are aware of the other interests at the Table.  Chris Bishop mentioned that he could work with the Outdoor Recreation Council from now until the end of the process in order to provide input (not sure whether Table membership is the best way to go.)  Betty expressed concern with joining the Table at this late in the process.  Providing input to the working groups and attending table meetings as an observer is another method of providing input where necessary.





Application for membership: letter for application would be needed with supporting letters (showing that there is broad support for the potential table member.)  





Jack mentioned that he would like to have more representation of the mountain biking fraternity (as it relates to increased use by Wildlife Federation members.)  John E. - implementation issues related to the level of motorized, non-motorized recreation.





9.    Next Steps - Phil Whitfield explained that there are generally two streams of effort required: (a) general management text work and (b) map and text work for other resource management zones (including PA’s).  The general management text needs more work from the editing team to clarify the alternatives, work out inter-agency jurisdictional issues, and clearly identify non-consensus items. For the other resource management zones/protected areas there is a need to more clearly define the different options (PA vs RMZ vs General Management) and how they each address the interests.


 


Phil said there is no definite information about funding yet. However, the preference by government is to have a consensus recommendation from the Table as well as a sense that the LRMP’s in this Region should come to a close soon.





The Table needs to consider what is needed in order to bring things to a conclusion.  Some table members expressed that it is in the best interest of government to do some work on defining the impacts that relate to the objectives and strategies proposed to date, as well as alternative solutions, to allow the Table to make choices between various options.





It was also suggested that the government is interested in land allocation.  It could be most useful to have a resolution of land designation and key goals to avoid getting too operational.





Dennis suggested having conservation & recreation interests develop a map (w/ zones) showing a minimization of impact on the timber harvesting land base.  Betty objected to having people working in isolation; the intent is to work together (without excluding any group or sets of groups).  Dennis clarified that this land allocation would allow for analysis of impacts.





Brad pointed out that the timber interests are not as simple as a “numbers game” or land allocation.  There are other concerns with grizzly, riparian and mule deer, etc. that are part of the equation.





Trevor reminded the table that we went through a scenario/proposal development exercise which was intended to take into account other interests. From that we developed the single map on which we are now working. It is important for sectors to constantly review their proposals in order to move closer to a consensus meeting other interests.  





Action:  Government (IST members) to work on text to make objectives clear and measurable.  The first sections to work on would be the “high impact” items. This applies to both general management text and the objectives to be met in unresolved geographic areas.  


Key priorities include:


Access - strategic level


Grizzly


Protected Areas


Fish


Recreation & Tourism 





Where there are disagreements, they need to be documented and any alternatives have to be articulated.  Editing needs to address:


making objectives clear, measurable, and implementable


also need to address whether objectives/strategies in the draft plan are covered under the Code already


where there is lack of consensus we also need to determine whether this is due to fundamental philosophical differences or implementability problems (government concerns about how to carry out the objectives)





The government (IST) can focus on the second type of non-consensus to sort out these items, leaving the fundamental differences to be decided by the table. 





There is a desire that those involved in the editing exercise provide a rationale for any deletions. 





Tom asked whether LUCO would be providing more government support.  Phil W. mentioned that Bernie is working half time and devoting his energy to critical issues.  Phil B. mentioned that Donna is out of all groups for the near future, so he will be acting on her behalf in all working groups.





Concern was expressed with attempting to go ahead with too many working group meetings in a short period of time.  





Action:  Marc to document objectives for unresolved geographic areas based on previous discussions at the Table and in working groups Alternatives and there impacts need to be documented for consideration by the LRMP Table. 


Note:  there are some sections that are reasonably well along (without resource impacts).





Bill W. expressed concern about losing options as the process proceeds. Phil W. pointed out that time spent on short term solutions is time taken away from other Table work – we need to decide where the priority. 





Next LRMP Meeting:  April 14 & 15 - work on revised text, PA & RMZ alternatives.


Intent of April Meeting: clarify the choices the Table is attempting to make (through a Table meeting or working group meetings.)





Alternative LRMP Meeting Date (if necessary):  April 27, 28, 29


(Suggestion to start at 1:00pm on Thursday if alternate date is used.)





Working group meetings:


Biodiversity – TBA (Feb. 21 mtg. canceled)


Access – March 9 – 9:00am - LFD


Grizzly – March ?


Tourism - wider representation needed:  discuss problems with the Dick McMaster version


Recreation - integration with the Tourism section (draft from IST)





Communications with Lower Mainland People


Several lower mainland groups expressed an interest to co-operate in hosting a combined constituency meeting in Vancouver. LRMP maps prepared for the open houses can be made available for such a meeting any time after the meetings in the District. Dates and options to be discussed by those interested at the open house.





Meeting Adjourned: 3:20 p.m.
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