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NEWSLETTER

SEASON'S GREETINGS

It would be my wish, if possible or practical, to visit with each one of the
Forest Service pergonnel during the Christmas Season. In an corganization as large as
ours the individual tends to become submerged and lose his or her l1dentity. Iff the
whole Christian world can pause to honour the birth of One who by teaching and example
gave a new sense of appreciation and value of
each person, then those charged with
responsibility in the Forest Service cannot
but do the same. .

I humbly realilze the fact that whatever
I may accomplish is but the results of
efforts of a dedicated group working at
individual tasks towards a common goal.

e

May I sincerely extend Christmas
Greetings to each one of you and your
familles. I trust you will be refreshed for
the months which lle ahead. They may be
the most significant the Forest Service has

ever faced,
g

Minister.
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I have read that the Unlted States Marlnes
display in many of their offices and camps a
sign to the effect that, "The diffiecult we do
right away; the impossible may take a llttle
longer."

This year has been a tremendously important
one to us all, I am well aware that all
members of the Service have been called upon to
perform tasks of a complexity, delicacy and
volume undreamed of only a few years ago, and 1
can only visualize that in the immediate future
we will be required to continue the pace under
the same, or even greater, pressure. I also
have no doubt that a combinatlion of industry,
intelligence, integrity, and a consuming
interest in the Jjob wlll continue to sustain us
and enable us to accomplish the difficult, and
even the impossible, as these characteristics
of the Servlice have done in the past.

Under the clrcumstances, a seasonal break
is doubly welcome, and I want you to know how
much I hope that you all thoroughly enjoy a
restful and pleasant Christmas Seascn, and that
you and yours will be entering a vital New Year
that will bring you good luek, good health, and
satlsfying accomplishment.

T Gl

Chief Forester.
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2.
ASSAULT ON THE NORTH
A major responsibility of the Forest Surveys and Inventory Division is the
inventory of the forest rescurces of British Columbia, Prior to 1956, most of the
field effort was expended south of the 56'th parallel. This year, in addition to other

projects undertaken, a concerted assault was made on the task of complling maps and other
data summarizing the forest resources of that vast northern territory whilch lies hetween
the Alberta border to the east, the N,W,T, - Yukon border t¢ the north, the Alaska Pan-
handle to the west *and a southern boundary skirting Mezladin Lake, Finlay Forks and the
Rocky Mountain barrier to Alberta. Examination of this territory of approximately
150,000 square miles posed immense problems in transportation and general survey
organization. Overall survey direction was in the hands of experlenced Foresters - Bob
Jones and Bob Wright.

Responsible for the various phases of the survey were Forbes Boyd and his
winged foresters who carried out forest mapping from the air, and Al McMinn, Tony
Robinson, Neil Paterson, and Pete West who looked after the far-flung sampling crews.
Jerry Vyhnanek, camped like a gypsy along the Alaska Highway, directed volume table and
decay studilies in various foresat types. The results of his work and other studles in
northern forests will increase the reliability of net volumg estimates derived from
sampling, :
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Forest Mapping From the Alr

Aerial forest mapplng activitles radiated from suitable bases, each of whlch
was used long enough to complete work 1n a preselected number of drainages, before
moving on to the next. Tudjah Lake, Fort Graham, Swan Lake (Dawson Creek)}, Charlie Lake
{(Fort St. John), Fort Nelson, and Muncho Lake (Mile 460 Alaska Highway) served as bases
for the highly moblle ¢rews flying in a float-equipped Beaver. The work was accompllsh-
ed by a systematic examination of representative drainage systems broken down into
"flight plan" areas. Each plan involved 2 to 3 hours low-level alr examination of
adjacent drainages. When a morning flight plan was completed by a 2-man mapping crew,
the ailrcraft returned to base, or to a prearranged rendezvous, where a fresh mapping
crew carrled on for the afterncon flight. Three hours of alr forest mapping was found
£0 be the maximum period during which a crew could maintaln an efflecient and accurate
work-level,

Each flight plan was carefully designed by laylng out the appropriate ailr
photographa (scale 1:31,680) for the drainages to be flown and then marking on them
examination points 1ln forest and non-forest types. These photographs were then used, in
sequence, in the marked. points and in establishing type boundaries not easlly defined by
the conventional methods of photoc interpretation. The pilot c¢clrdled each marked point
at low level while the air observer, carrying the marked photographs, called out the
various stand characteristics in forest types to his partner as he identifled them. At
each spot examined this information was recorded on speclally deslgned forms, and refer-
enced to an "air call'" number marked on the photograph. Aceurate forest classification
and mapping from the alr demanded consistent ground checking by the crews who, 1in this
manner, bullt up a valuable back-log of experience in type-identifiecatiocn,
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7 11t_on the North (continued)
- ) In all air work, the prime emphasis was on safety and constant radio contact
was ma’ Sained between the alreraft, radic-equipped cars, and large transmitters at
Prince wecrge, Swan Lake and Lower Post. In the more remote spots the ubiguitous
3.P.F, also served well,

The alr mappers had a very successful summer desplte a series of delays due to
poor weather. Now, they have the formidable task of producing forest maps from the vast
¥ store of informatlon ccllected and from some 45,000 air
4 R photographs. ‘

Forest Sampling

:
|

Forest sampling to provide essentlal information on
volumes in forest stands is Integrated with the job of
; mapplng these stands. This sampling, or "eruising"
phaseof the overall inventory Job was accomplished by
numerous 2-man sampling crews proceeding in ten league
strides by Land Rover, alrcraft, helicopter, and river
boat, across the face of our little-known "Far North".
Wide dispersal of forest samples was emphasized and,
accordingly, transportation problems were great.

Early in the seascn, Al MeMinn established a base
camp at Swan Lake, near Dawson Creelk. From here
S : - sampling crews travelled by car and on foot to work in
g stands extending up to Mlile 630 on the Alaska Highway
Tony Roblnson and Friend, and flew into Rocky Mountain lakes to sample forest
. types 1n the headwaters of rivers. Two crews tagzed
along in the forest mapper's Beaver when it flew in the
Sifton Pass area, and made good use of ground-check time to establish samples 1n this
remote region, Heavy stands of timber were found and sampled during river travel up the
Peace River, west of Gold Bar.

Despite the acute problem of mechanical maintenance, the work proceeded
rapldly. A 1ittle later, Finlay Forks became a second focus polnt of survey activity.
From this temporary base, Tony Robinson directed a fast-moving helicopter operation which '
probed deep into the otherwlse inaccessible back country north of Finlay Forks. Using
this highly efflclient and popular means of air transportation, silx sampling crews
accomplished 1n a matter of days forest sampling which would have taken many weeks on
foot. The saving in time and money was outstanding for this partiecular project which,
because of the lack of landing spots, could not have been undertaken by conventional air-
craft. '

The 'Copter was partleularly valuable in landing crews at the heads of valleys
which ran parallel to the Rocky Mountain trench, It saved a 50-mile pack trip by lift-
ing men over the Divide and into parallel drainages, dropplng them off on sultable river
sand bars and other safe landing spots, Close radio contact was maintained between the
sampling crews and base, maklng it possible to move crews as scon as their assignments

" were completed. Frequently, crews were landed on a ridge-top from which they proceeded

into the valley below, sampling the forest types as they went, finally being picked up
again by hellcopter at a prearranged spot in the valley bottom and moved to another work
area. Another suecessful adaptation of the "whirlybird" was to land a crew, equipped
with an inflatable rubber raft, in the upper reaches of a river, permitting them to ’
proceed downstream and sample the existing forest types. In one case, a crew and two
rafts were landed far up the Mesillinka River, about 60 miles from its confluence with the
Finlay River at Finlay Forks. They drifted downstream, easlly portaging when :
necessary, and proceeded through white water with 1ittle difficulty. There 1s absolute-
1y no question that the helicopter 1s one of the most efflcient tools yet used in forest
gurvey. Its greatest value is in country of poor access and with no adecuate lake or

river landing spots. '

Over a great deal of the North, lake and river
landing spots did exist and full use was made of them to
accomplish a very large portlon of the total job. Near
Lower Post, Just a short step south of the Yukon Border,
Nell Paterson controlled the activitles of a group of
sampling crews, sendlng them from one photo-selected lake
to another by Beaver float-plane to establish a wide-
spread network of samples throughout that region. Neil,
belng a canny Scot, made sure no money was expended in
sampling the Yukon side of the border. For radio
contact he had a 50-watt transmiltter at Lower Post, by
means of which he kept 1n closée touch with his S.P.F.-.
equipped field crews. A simllar transmitter was
egtablished at Swan Lake. Don Sigler, Surveys' radlo man,
who can s8till be heard cursing sun spots, did a fine Jjob
servieilng the radio network, :

e %

Between flights, and when flying was washed out, s P
rafts proved of

Neil's crews worked along the Caasiar road and as far as .. rubber
Mile 760 on the Alaska Highway 1in order to keep the value .,"
sampling rolling. :

Fort Nelson served as a base for Pete West and his sampling erews working in a
similar fashion to his "neighbour", Nell Paterson, and Pete was also eculpped with a
Beaver float-plane. Terraln east of Fort Nelscn is a vast plain with little outstanding
relief, Lakes were found to be shallow and marshy, and the Beaver was frequently stuck
in the mud before reaching shore. Here, rubber rafts agaln proved of value to the wily
cruisers who paddled ashore like Ancient Britons in their coracles (but carrying more
gear and palnted with fly dope rather than woad), The nickname adopted for this class
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Assault on the North (continued)

of lake is intereating but unmentionable..

Rivers 1n the vast system draining into the
Mackenzle were fully utlillzed as means of access. One
Boo-mile trip by 6 men in a river boat was accomplished
wlth a broken shear pin as the only mishap. The men set
out from Fort Nelson, proceeded down the Fort Nelson
River to its junction with the Liard, sampling some filne
spruce stands on the way, and then contlnued down the
Iiard River to the border of the Northwest Terrifories.
Much valuable sample information was collected over a
wide area during this trip. Other crews examlned the-
forest types south of Fort Nelson, by travelling up the
Fort Nelson River and its tributaries.

b S The forest resources of the far north, though
Bob Jones - co-leader of gscattered, are vast 1n total and in some areas the

Assault. productive capaclty of forest land is considerable. For
example, bottomland stands In the Fort Nelson River valley
contain excellent white spruce stems. Felled sample plots In this area yielded atems up

to 145 feet in height and 30 inches in d.b.h. at 210 years of age,
Forest Surveys Division 1s now following up this major field assault in the

North by processing all data into a forest resources report to be published, along with
the foreat maps, at the earliest possible date. .

PRINCE RUPERT DISTRICT

Welcome!
We take this opportunity to welcome to this District:

Al Pement - Ranger-in-charge of Atlin Ranger Dilstriet. Al has an advantage over hils.
southern confreres in that we understand the Arctic night is practically non-existent |
thus allowing a working day of 24 hours ....Doc Selkirk - Assistant Forester-in-Charge of
Management. Doc starts his second "tour of operations”. in this District. We note that
Doc has a few dark halirs left but we'll scon change them .... Doug Morton - Assistant
Forester-in-Charge of Cruising. Doug is living proof that not only do we draw the best
from the south but also from the Far East (Toronto) .... Keith Waddell - Forester-in-
Training (Management). Another Easterner who hails from even further east than Doug
Morton and is ocur authority on forestry practices In Montreal. {Note - until we met Doug
and Keith we did not realize that civilization extended further east than Burns Lake) ....
Charley Chun - Our new Radlo Op from the DEW Line ,... Don Grant - From Surveys Divisien
via Quesnel Ranger District ..., John Keefe - Returned to us from Prince George Dlstrlct
and now Ranger-in-Charge of Houston Ranger District .... Reg Hamblin - Ranger-in-Charge of
Kitwanga Ranger District. Reg came to us from the Nelson District and proves what we
have always clalmed, "When a man makes good in Nelson he 1s conslidered sultable for the
high standards demanded by the Rupert Forest District”.... Fred Hesketh - Ranger-in-
Charge of Burns Lake {N) District, Fred lsn't really a newcomer, but manages to get a
mentlon here merely to back up our statements in the preceding remarks about Reg. Yes,
Fred, "You can't keep a good man down"
(south, that 1s!) .... Rolly Lewis - Radio
_Technician - came to us on discharge from
Royal Canadlan Corps of Signals ....

Don Clay, Bill Petty and Bob Mackle - ex-
Assistant Rangers who successfully complet-
ed the last sesslon at Ranger School and
are now in charge of thelr own distriets:
Smilthers North, Hazelton, and Ocean Falls
respectively.

Tally Ho!

We balance these gains by our losses
which include:

Ted Knlght - A "Rupert Booster” of the o0ld
"school, now 1/¢ Management .in Prince

George .... and Bob Corregan - who pastures
in the Elysian fields of Viectorila Office.

HATCHED

McPHERSON - To Al and Marg MePherson, a
DAUGHTER, Cheri-Diane, at Prince Rupert
General Hospltal, October 24, 1956.

WADDELL - To Kelth and Helen Waddell, &
SON, Peter John, May 14, 1956.

"Sure I've got Christmas apirit, but we've
got ten acres to mark yet and four miles
to hike for paint.”
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Pringe Rupert District (continued)

Hatche” (cont'd)

McDONALD - To Denny and Gerry McDonald, a 30N, Richard John Dennis,
March 7, 1956. :

MUNRO - To Jim and Olga Munre, a DAUGHTER, Janice Elalne Mary,
. July 10, 1956. ‘

For those as yet suffering cramped
and/or anclent office quarters, we give you
as a basls for wishful thinking a photo-
graph of the recently completed Prince
Rupert Distriet Office.

Now that. the staff has settled down
and filled the various offices, the wonder
is that the o0ld Courthouse accommodation
managed to hold us all. Mind you, as
Prince George personnel can probably
confirm, one of the present day miracles 1s
how some 40 or 50 people can be sgueezed
into a space that would comfortably
accommodate say, 10, and still not have a
file cabinet packed with W,.C.B. forms.

e e ..
e " * e

This Distriect is well represented by the following at Ranger School this
gsesslon - Len Ashton, Ralph Keefe, Joe Sehmidt, Jim Antoneko, Fred Russell, and we wish
them every success and look forward to thelr return.

LRI LY e
. e “sa «r e

Eric Bennett, our most recent Assistant District Forester, objected to being

placed wlth the new arrivals since he has been here over a year. However, time is only
relative and Munro still feels he has barely arrived! Eric answered the problem of how
to concentrate on the job, though married. He sent his wife and children to England for

the summer., She recently returned and stated that the weather experienced in England
was worse than Prince Rupert. (Corregan please note),

The Staff of the Prince Rupert Forest District extends
to all members of the Forest Service thelir Very Best Wishes for a Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
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KAMLOOPS DISTRICT B

Comings and Golngs

Kamloops staff, probably like others, has not escaped change. Our only
problem is that there seems to be more "outgo" than "income". As the fieldmen are
saying these days -- we seem to be keeping the generals but losing the troops. We
waved goodbye to Eric and Bard Robinson, then later welcomed John and Ella Bruce. Bill
and Marj Lehrle were:our loss but Nelson's gain shortly after, Bruce Neighbor moved
over to Billl's desk. Ray Downing has left Silvlculture to take up dlispatching at
Xelowna. Miles Nicholls is "parking" with Bob Broadland. Phil and Barb Bodman are
headed for Prince George, the latter if and when an "igloo" is found.

We are pleased to have new Assistant Ranger residences built at Alexis Creek,
Barriere, Merritt, and being built at 100 Mile House: The Valemount district 1s being
transferredtc Prince George,due mainly to improved accesas from the north.

- - s .
.. LR ] .- -

. ~
Our get-well wishes at time of writing go'oQt to Jack Boydell and Art Hill.
Jack is recovering from an operation in July. Art was Injured 1n the course of fire

duty but has kept on the long recovery road, . Now he is able to take stints in the
office. -

Eddycashun

Our Ranger School candidates Herb Berard, Don Crosby, Don Gill, Joe_Horne;'
Hubert Jannlng, Ted McArthur, Mel Monteith and Ernle Pement are, by now, well into the
o0ld grind, we hope. No doubt some of them have renewed acgquaintances with "Professor”
Kirk! " C

The thought of losing temporarily sc many experienced men to the School as
well as the large influx of new men, led us to hold a Management Schoel of our own for
39 of our: temporary field staff. "Dean" Fraser was in charge.

One of our operators had this message for us on how things are on the cther
slde of the fence: .
SAWMILLTING

You own a sawmill, if you're lucky its clear,
Your taxes are pald, you're 1ln the new year,

Your hopes are up high -- and the troubles
you've met
In the year that's gone past -- you hope to

forget.
The pond's full of logs, they're sound as &
dollar,
The spur's full of cars -- on that you've

no holler,

Your yard's full of lumber all sorted and
drying,

But you have to shut down =- the trade
isn't buying.

The year slips along, and soon 1t 1is Spring,

But your hunch was correct and the mailman
did bring

Some really fine orders with good prilces
showin',

But you have to shuft down -~ this Spring
it 18 snowin',

You survive thru this season -- you're
rolling once more,
It's surely your turn now, to even the

score,

So you double your shifts -- really crowding
old par,

But you have to shut down, for the lack of

a car. -

L] -

. aee

Now comes the Summer -- $hough you
: - quletly burn,
You do get some empties -- hooray—
it's your turn.
Your hopes scar upward -- but then .

comes the blow,
You have to shut down -- humidity
too low.

Once agaln you get golng, you are
now into Fall,

And those orders you had ain't
orders at all,

"Cause prices have slipped from
their high elevations. _

‘And you have to shut down -- all
you got's cancellations,

To replenish your file you pick up
aome strays, )
And you promise quick shipment --
but brother -~ what days,
The weather turned cold -- it's
freezing -- not nice,
And you have to shut down - pond's
covered with ice,

Now you're back where you started -—-

Just twelve months ago,
And as you look at your yard, all

covered with snow,

Have courage my friend -- you took
quite a beatin’',

To keep the place going for tax
money and eatin'.

CHRISTMAS GREETING FROM KAMLOOP3

I welcome the opportunity offered by the Christmas Editipn of the Newsletter

to wish all members of the Forest Service staff, and particularly those in the Kamloops
Forest District, a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

et

District Forester.



NEWSLETTER

PRINCE GEORGE DISTRICT

Best>W"hes To All

As the year draws to a close, one usually ponders over the numerous problems
that have been presented. By way of recollection, most of these difficulties have
been concluded satisfactorily, so that we can sincerely wish each member of our staff
"Merry Christmas!'"

Our past Fire Season was most costly, but looking out at the snhow-covered
ground, our recollectlons can not conjure up a good feorest fire picture. The unsur-
mountable list of erulses to be done has nearly been reduced to a surmountable state.
More of our Working Circles are beginning to work. Many of our other matters are in a
much brighter state and we know we will have a Merry Christmas. We trust all the reat
of you wlll have the same.

If all our New Year wishes came to be, #e should have heaven on earth, so we
shall only wlsh each a Happy New Year, with the added wish that your good f[ortunes
econtinue for the future years.

Here and There

Our technical management staff has undergone numerous changes this fall. Ted
Knlght came from Rupert to fi1l in for the departure of John Bruce. Darrel Selkirk left
.our Working Circles to their fate with Ralph Robbins, so that he could take over
Knight's Rupert position, .

After a most varied career, covering an 18-year period, Mickey Trew decided to
look elsewhere for employment. Phll Bodman arrived in November to take over hils work of
supervising Management Licences. Bob Sutton, who has been in our Protection Section,
switched over to Management duties on November 1lst, 1956,

Nick Mason left in the fall to report to Working Plans and was replaced by Bill
Young from the same sectlon to be Silviculturist.

For these new arrlvals, housing 1s the serious problem. It has always been
difficult to acquire housing in Prince George, but with the present booming conditions,
we are faced wlith the added problem of housing lack for workers on the P.G.E. Extension,
gas plpeline, and several other construction programs..” ‘ . . :

LI LY LR
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District Boundaries Change

On the first of January, the Prince Geofgé Distriet will have expanded to take
in from the KamloopsDistriet the assistant ranger district centering around Valemount and-
extending down the Canoe River, : ' :

With this change the Prince George boundaries will toueh all othér‘Districts
except Vancouver and at one point near Anahim, we are not too far removed from them,

Speaking of the Nelson District, one of our statistically-minded Foresters
points out that four of our Foresters have all served at Nelson and T out of 17 Rangers
have come to us by way of the Nelson District. ‘

« e “v e ‘s
... “ 2w LY

Oh! That New Buillding!

Most cities and communities of the Prince George area have doubled thelr
populations since the last census. Prince George hoasts of a populatlion in excess of
10,000 and Dawson Creek has over 7,000 and 1s still growing steadily. . :

The headgquarters staff are eagerly awalting a move into the new Government
Building. The Porest Service has been allocated 2% floors of the new bullding. Most
of the concrete foundation work has been completed prior to the ecold weather, so that we
anticlpate continued activity throughout the winter,

The erowded condition of our present quarters is most discouraging. By way of
review, the present 3-storey building was erected as a hotel. It was constructed during
the first boom period prior to the first Great War, It operated as a hotel and sort of
boarding house untll it was purchased by the Government. At this early stage, several
employees were able to live in rooms or sultes in unused pertions. Since 1945,
sufficient office apace has become increasingly more difflcult to find. For a time it
was possible to remove or alter walls, but of recent years this has not been possible
because of the state of the bullding. Unfortunately, bedrooms are awkward when
accommodating office facllities. Hence, we are eagerly awalting ‘the new accommodations.

as s s a v
®s e sanw LN .
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NELSON DISTRICT -

Greetings! . o

When the personnel of an organization becomes scattered over guite a few
thousand sguare miles, the opportunity to extend personal greetings does not present 1t~
self too often. . .

At this time of year particularly we would all enjoy renewing the acquaintances
and friendships and arguments we struck up at the last big fire, or round-table
conference, or Ranger meeting. Faillng this, let's do the next best thing - jJoin with
me in extending this message of cheer and goodwill to all our friends and fellow workers
of the "Service": And to the staff of the Nelson Forest Districet, sincere wishes for a
very enjoyable Festive Season from your District PForester. :

oo

District Forester.

Christmas Tree Philosophy

Apropos of the Chrlstmas Season, the following Incldent took place wlthin the
Castlegar Ranger District, in the Rossland-Trail area where there is no ”Christmas tree
cutting" but where each of the 10, 000 inhabltants goes out and gets his own tree where-
ever he can find it. .

An elderly Italian, out Christmas -tree hunting near the Rossland Summit, when asked
how he was faring, replled:’

"well, I gotta coupla, but not mocha good. You know when you looka for a
Christmss tree, 1s Justa like when a you a looka for a wife; they all looka pretty
gooda whena you see 'em 1n a boneh; but whena you getta home and givea gooda inspecsh,
‘you know damna well you coulda done a better,” .

Christmas trees are blg business 1ln the
Kootenays. Here T,F.A. Harry Sandberg and
Assistant Ranger Geoff Bate inspect the trees. .
" in the Emerald Christmas Tree Company yard, at
Cranbrook.’

s e - e s s . ae s
e L] . L

PARKS AND RECREATION DIVISION

A Yuletide Message

We have been working together for only six months, but I fe€l as though I kniow
all of you very well. I have been impressed by the enthusiasm and keen interest which .
each of you has shown in carrying out your various tasks, for developing and maintaining
reecreational facilities for the ever-inereasling public demand. As we continue our work
through 1957, may we also continue the spirit of goodwill which 1s so prevalent at this
time of the year, Meanwhile, may you and yours, and all other members of the Forest

Service, have a Very Happy Holiday Season. Q/fygégﬂ. _ _

Forester-in-Charge.

CHRISTMAS

. Christmas - Christmas. Now, there is a word to Juggle with ‘this time of the
year, A hearty word, a word of a thoussand subtle ghades of" meaning,a word of a million
memorlies, wafted llke smoke acrosa twenty centuries; a word coloured by our own
dispositions and experiences and, quite of'ten, by our ulcers. Yes, truly a word to toss
around like a Juggler's ball. To the many, a hallowed word, meaningful and beautiful,
and fllied with a world of love and joy, the birthday of a Prince. To our cynics, and
they are not few, desperately trying to save us from ourselves and frém Christmas, a
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Perks and Recreation Division (continued)

Cri . Jtmas {cont'd)

horri. word, connoting commerclalism and paganism, Their patron saint, of course, 1is

the unrepentant Serooge, snarling his blasphemy agalnst Chrlstmas. To' the very young,

1t is a maglc word - the key word, or equlvalent, to winnlng the Irish Sweepstake every
25th of December. Conversely, to their harried parents, the word Christmas at times
suggesta places like the poorhouse or the skid row soup line. Then, of course, there is
the typleal male .view of this word Christmas, seen a little fuzzily through the bottom of
an upturned glass, &3 the last, warm, convivial drop rolls gullet-wards. But why start
a family gquarrel by belabouring thils delicious theme at this particular time.

Christmas, you wlll perceive, means many things to many people, and Christmas
is for people. The season when we warm to each other a trifie more like humans, and
forget for a short while that we alsoc are the "big-domes" the "Goon boys" and the

"knuckle-heads" of our generation.

Christmas 1s also the time of year when we make the startling discovery thau
our large organlzations, our companles and corporations, divisions and bureaus, are also
human in that they are made up of any number of human beings, all of whom like Christmas.
Now, we 1n the Parks and Recreatlon Divisicon are not the least bit ashamed of loving
Christmas, and we are truly proud of the people who go to make up our Division and,
especlally, of those hardy sgouls, the outside staffs and the fleld crews - for here are
the people who meet the people. We would like to remlnd you that in 1955, over a
million and a half pecple, and pardon us if we belabour that word, "peoplie’, passed
through and enjoyed the facilities of our 109 Provincial parks and our satellite campsite
system, This year, we know that the last figure will have shown a substantial increase.
That these many hundred of thousands of people should cherish happy memories of holidays
in our parks and campsites, depends in a vital measure upon the conduct and the good
nature and, sometimes, the long suffering tolerance of cur own parks people, the rangers
and supervigors, the foremen and park attendants, the cooks and the mechanics, the
engineers, and the bulldozer operators, and the fellows who move the garbage. We could
not begin to name them all, but those of us down here in Headauarters would llke to take
this opportunlty of saylng thank you for a job well done to each and every one of them,
and to wish them all a truly Merry Chrilstmas,. Ours 1s a completely satisfying
employment when we succeed in giving happy recreation to others. Sinece our activities
are Province-wide in their scope, we get a free lesscn in the geography of this Province
by mentloning a few of these people and the places where they work. Let's start with
our Distriet Recreation Officers: Eob Broadland at Kamloops and Bill Hepper at Nelson.

A Very Merry Christmas to both of you. Let's continue with people like 0Ole Johansen and
Art Moore and Andy Heatherington, battling with the new season up at Mt. Seymour.. Andy
has Just returned from Silver Star near Vernon. Then, of course, we have Siggy -
Krlstjanson at Peace Arch, Cliff Fenner at Garibaldl, Bob Boyd, Dave Davidson and the
rest of the gang at Manning, Jim Moore, building our new Okanagan Lake Park, Tony Hammond
and Don Carruthers, also building a new park, thls cne at Champion Lakes. John
Willgress, down from his last tour at Mt. Robson. Les Cook and all his fine gang at
Wells Gray, Shook, Gaglardi, Norman and Miller. Let's not forget Ritecey and Green, our
explorers of Tweedsmulr. And, finally, that grand gang from the Island parks. There is
Charlie Darkis, the Supervisor, and Frank Rainbow, Jim Hall and Roly S3Stephenson, Chris
Nellson, Sam Guthrle, Bill Holm and Cec Lewis, each a great advertisement for his park.

Every tourlst who enters our Province is literally goggle-eyed at our shiny,
new plenic tables and our famous campsite signs, They are a great source of pleasure.
For these we should thank Len Shaw and the Langford workshop gang, Corby and Milburn,
Ruston and McIntosh. Then there are people like Shorty Simard, the two Rosens and
Gunter Heinken, and what about our camp cooks, those doughty workers who have discovered
that the short-cut tc a man's heart is through hils stomach. What about Frank Dalzell
and Charlile Cowan? Do you remember Joe Mercier? He was an institution. And, of
course, we have an especlally cordial greeting for the many fine people who, working
outside of our Dlvision, yet contrive to contribute heavily to the success of our efforts.
We would llke to single out our good friends the Land Inspectors, and the Forest Rangers.
We owe them a lot in goodwill. '

And, glaneing backwards over our shoulders, we see that we have lost as well as
galned in this Division of people. We would like to mention only two at this time, from
amongst the many who have helped build our organization. Firstly, Cy Oldham, who
launched our infant organization in 1948, Cy left us for the more fasclnating charms of
Mexico. We miss Cy, we remember him keenly, and we wish him all success in his new
enterprise. Knowing him as well as we do, however, we would also llke to wish the
Mexicans some little success. May we also take this opportunity of welcoming our new
Ferester, Harold MeWllliams, who came to us from the Reforestation Division. A Merry
Christmas to wyou. We hope you will park and recreation awhile.

The second person we wish to mentlon is Budrey Price. Audrey decided that the
management of a home was a full-time career in itself and, so, we lost another of our
fine old-timers. Audrey will probably resent belng referred to as an old-timer, but we
do remember when she was exactly half of the whole general office staff.

Looking forward to another New Year, we alsc feel constrained to take a back-
ward look at the old years that have slipped through our fingers, We hope that we have
learned a little of maturity since our first ragh enthusiasm of 1948, We remember that
year, how puffed up we were, to learn that our parks had welcomed 113,000 visitors.

Lagt year, a little older and a great deal wiser, we were actually alarmed to find . that
our visitors had made a ten-to-one jump in some seven years, and that we had registered
over a million and a half persons. Then, we remember how we launched our campsite
system in 1951, an experimental project with seven small areas. It has snowballed on us,
gathering meomentum as 1t rolled, untll now our new toy spana the Province, a colossus of
close to eighty localitles. We remember that in 1948 we had fifty-elght Provinecial
parks, and they were gulte a headache. Imagine what we feel like now, with one hundred
and nine parks. We look back at all these things, and the things we have developed in
our parks, the roads and bridges, the trails and buildings, the ski tows and concessions.
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Parks and Recreation Division (continued)

Chrigtmas (cont'd)

Yes, and most of all, at our park peceple. The people who have grown up with us. And
looking back at our conquests and our fallures, we feel we can also look forward to our
New Year with a full and quiet confidence. So Here's to Christmas and Here's to -the

New Year, to all our own parks people and to all others in the Forest Service, "A Very

Merry Chriatmas and, a Happy New Year."

. .. LR} L] TN
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o © ENGINEERING
"AT THE SERVICE OF THE FOREST SERVICE"

What'll you have?

Want to send a message?  Jeff Playfair's communication section will get it through,
rain, snow or sunspots notwlthstanding.

Got a flat tire? Want é&vice on'drawbar horsepower, the newest thing in fluld drive?
Want to cateh heck for not filling out your log book? Call Bert Crowe and his .
mechanical boys. They've been around so long I think thelr first vehicle was a Stanley
Steamer, =

If you're short a chalet, a warehouse or barn, want to know what's new in plumbing or
insulation, how to design a snazzy river boat, see Howle Taylor and his construction
types. They spend thelr time reading catalogues, so0 they're up to date.

- ' . - = A2 .
Harry H1ll of the Marine 3tation will build yod a boat, provide an outboard, store 'em,
repalr 'em, build prefabs, Portabulldings,or arrange a cruise up the sunny B.C., Coast.

Got a roadless Public Working Cifcle? Fred Slaney's Englneering Sectlon will bulld
roads through it, bridges and all. He'll do road appraisals and surveys, fleld -
engineering and cost studies of all kinds - any place, any time, .

A blonde steno? Sorry, not our department - see Personnel!l

.- ... -
- Y ..

Seen From A Lookout

Doug Greggor - marking down his coffee time .... Bob Thomas -~ trying to buy the
conly tubeless tire in Burns Lake for a Government vehicle ,... Logle Dunn - happy in his
new warehouse .... Frank Johnson - figuring the cost of the Season's one salmon ..,..

Ray White - sereaming for an instrument man in October .... Don Adams - enjoying the bush
again after sojourn ln the steam heat ,.,. John Paynter - slushing around under the
Marine Station .... Mori Allison - (Father O'Malley) - Jjacknifed on the Cottonwood Hill

... P, Hemphill - thinklng up excuses not to have a 'phone in his home .... Bob
MaecDonald - looking for Ski Prosser's horses ... C.P, Wllliams - running out of oil in
his new car while conducting visiting "Brass"...., Mrs. Nadeau - making strong coflfee,

One of the Willow River Boys on
his first day in the Douglas
Bullding Coffee Shop.
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Qur sincere congratulations to Craig Johnston, the latest of our bright young
boys to mmit matrimony. . Y

Radlo Reports

Radio communlcaticn, which has long been the medium for the acceleration and
co-ordination of all phases of Forestry, 1s In the process of a complete change-over
from the old to the new method of transmission and system planning. This conversion
made measurable progress in 1955, and fleld work carried out by the Radlo Sec¢tion in
1956 has paved the way for significant improvements planned to start in 1957 and to
continue for at least five years.

The fact is that the medium frequency channels between 2 and 3.5 megacycles,
which have served us for twenty years, have outworn thelr usefulness in the face of
modern expangion in power lines and many other nolse-creating electrilcal devices.
Natlonal and international crowding of statlons on these bands has added to the already
near-impossible electrical noise level, to produce a transmitting medium which frequent-
1y prevents the operation of even our headquarters atatlons. :

During the past year, Kamloops District network virtually went off the air for
three weeks due to a newly-erected power line. Many Nelson Ranger Statlons can no
1on%er use radic due to the radiation of high-level transmission lines and, during the
1956 fire season, Prince George District was crowded off the alr by a multiplieity of
Torest Service radio stations working on channels to elther slde of the District
frequency.

This situation will deteriorate steadily each year and in common with all
other gservices we must employ modern methods to cope with changing conditlons. .

The answer to the problem is the use of Very High Frecuencies which are immune
to all ordinary sources of interference, and which are seldom troubled with interference
from other stations because the range is limlted to horlzon-distance. By careful
system-planning and by the use of repeater statlons, these short-range signals can be
sent over long distances and can be guided in any required direction, i

Field work cartied out during the year has produced plans for the conversion
to VHF of 60 percent of the Prince George District, for the expansion of the VHF system
in the Kamloops and Vancouver areas, and for the nucleus of a VHF system at Nelson,
This work wlll start as soon as the necessary equlpment can be obtalned In the Spring.

«aw e LR
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Mechanical "Footnotes”

~ While Engineering Servlces 1s comparatlvely young as a Division, some of the
component sections, such as Mechanical, and Radio, date back quite. a long way. Accord-
ing to material in an old file in the Mechanical Superintendent's office, labelled
"Memories - Cars", the Forest Service first started to hecome "mechanized” 1n 1917 at
which time thirteen Ford runabouts with "speeclal boxes" were bought for Assistant
Rangers on patrol In the various Distrlets.

It was not too long before the first Mechanical Inspector made his appearance
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Englneering (continued)

Mechanleal "Footnotes” (cont'd)

{1921 ) and, like every mechanical man before and since, he was immediately beset with
the troubles to which motor vehicles are helr. And quite smserious problems had to be
wrestled with, too, for instance, a controversy raged as to the "safety" of installing
foot accelerators on Fords. The Mechanical Sectlon stoutly maintained that "encugh
work is already provided for the feet of the operator to attend to" and that "a foot
accelerator is not only unnecessary but may be a source of serious accldent." We lost
that round, though, and have been forced to provide foot throttles ever since. :

But mechanization proceeded rapidly until today there 18 hardly a "hay burner”
left in the Service and mechanlcal equilpment ranges from motorized wheelbarrows to rock
erushers, Of course, attendant work 1n regard to selection, inspection and malntenance
had to keep pace and has increased to the polnt where there are now a Superintendent,
Asslstant Superintendent, and nine Supervisors required to take care of Lands and
Forests' 855 cars and trucks, 40-odd tractors, and 1,436 cther assorted mechanical
units.

As from the first, the watch-word in this Sectioris still "Keep 'ém Rolling"
and wlth the continued co-operation of all drivers and other equipment-users, we hope to
aid in providing the Forest Service with a mechanical establishment second to none.

s LU . e -t
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PERSONNEL PATTER

Greetings to all, from the Personnel O0fflce in the subterranean levels of the
Parliament Buildings (rear transverse corridor, first basement, second door on the
right). From amongst our plles of statlonery and filing cabinets, we ralse hearty
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all the Forest Service staff.

.. .- PRy
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For those who have not visited the office for some time, we should advise that
you will see some changes since we threw some of the fl1ling cabinets ocut 1nto the hall
and traded them for the much more attractive appearance of a new clerk stenographer, Miss
Yvonne Spencer. We should also warn you that some names have also changed as Vivian
Davidson is now Mrs, Gilmer and Joan Morris recently became Mrs, Callan.

Now that we have Yvonne on the job the Personnel Records work has been taken
on by Joan while Archie McKeever iz handling the multiple problems of recruitment and
Interviewing and processing the multitude of personnel forms with which we plague you.
Jim Williams seems to have been conecentrating mostly on salary revisions and re-
classifications, which couldn't please anyone more. This has kept him pretty close to
the office gll year and we certainly regret that our Personnel Office personal contacts
with all you people who are making the Forest Service tlck have been so few and far )
between these past twelve months. .

We always say, "Next year it will be better”, and as we enter into a New Year,
we are looklng forward tc even greater developments in the Forest Service, a continulng
march ahead in our perscnnel relationships and working conditions, more hard work with
our booming activities but that real glowlng perscnal satisfaction in knowing that we
are working for the best and most worthwhile Department in the Government Servige.

L e . “s e “es
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RESEARCH DIVISION NOTES

There was a bumper spruce cone crop in the northern part of the Province this
year and Tim Decle, of Research, genercusly allowed Rangers of the Prince George District
to help In cone collecting. The response was terrific. We should have seed available
for producing nursery stock and for direct seeding studies for some years. Incidentally,
tree planting was trled for the first time thils year in three areas in the Prince George
District. Twenty thousand Douglas fir and spruce were planted out near Fort 3t. James,
.Crooked River and Eagle Lake.

Lumbermen from the U,3,3,R. visited Cowlehan Lake Experiment Station recently.
With the aid of interpreters, Alan Orr-Ewing explained our tree breeding programme while
George Warrack, during a tour of various thinning plots, extracted a promise of an
exchange of technical publications, Brush up on your Russian, boys!

During the early fall, Alan Fraser conducted a course in timber-sale cruising.
The purpcse was to streamline timber sale procedures in line with modern statistical
methods, to produce crulses to specific standards of ‘accuracy. In his class were Doug
Morton, Prince Rupert; Don Flin, Prince George; ~Gerry Boulton, Kamloops; Hamlsh Gavin,
of Nelsgson and Doug Brewls of Vancouver. Earlier, Alan invaded the scaling sectlon of
the Vancouver District Office with a new and simplified procedure regulting In a saving
of 30 percent in time for computing log-scale,.

Mike Stewart was recently transferred to Nelson as a reglonal research offilcer.
Thus, with Decle at Prince George and Bruce Clark at Kamloops, we now have three
regional representatives.
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George Tunstell Visits Vietoria

R Many Forest Service officers, particularly on the Coast, will recall with
pleasur their many contacts, officlal and otherwlse, with George Tunstell, who acted
for a pe.-iod of about two years as lialson officer from the Dominion Government in the
matter of our use of Alternatlive Service Workers during the war. A recent visit to
Vietoria by "Mr, and Mrs, George" prompts the present note.

George returned o Ottawa to assume, in the course of time, the duties of

Assistant Direcfor .of the Forestry Branch. In more recent years, he was also a member
of the Dominion commission of three men who, in co-operation with the Province of
Alberta, bullt the East Slope access and forest protection road -- between two hundred

and fifty and three hundred miles of road north and south along the east slope of the
Rockles, of inestimable value to forest admlnlistration in that regilon.

Our dates may be a little confused hut we think we are approximately right in
sayling that George retired from the Domlinion Service in May 1955, bhut spent a further
year 1n Calgary in connectlon with the administration of the completed road project, and
now 1is about to start to enjJoy a long-since well-earned relief from the necesgsity of
daily attendance on the job,

The Forest Service -- and, we have no doubt, George and Mrs, Tunstell, are
only sorry that they could not have extended thelr British Columbla visit to inelude at
least all of thelr old friends in the Service,
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SCHOOL LECTURES IN SIXTH YEAR

By the time you recelve thls 1ssue of the Newsletter, the Forest Service school
lecture teéam of TPegld Jones and Dick Hall, both of P,R, & E., will be into 1ts third
month of the slxth year of operation. So far this school term, Tegld haas been
concentrating on Vancouver Island and Dick has been working the Kamloops, Salmon Arm,and

I - Vernon Schools,

Each school lecture programme runs between 45 and 60
minutes and consists of a talk on general forestry sublects plus
the showlng of films from the Forest Service film library and
other sources.

Since this programme was first initlated in the Fall of
1950, with W.N. (Rusty) Campbell and Rex C. Mills as our
lecturers, some 2,400 individual lectures have been given in
1,950 elementary and high schools to a total audience of 332,813
pupils. :

It 1s felt that this continuing programme of publie educatlon
through the schools has been of conslderable general benefit in
ereating an "awareness" of some of the basic problems of forestry
in thls Province. These beneflts cannot be measured with a
slide rule, nor can a business machine digest the programme and come up with a mathe-
matical answer. However, it Just makes sense that if one tells one's story 2,400 times
some of one's audience are bound to be influenced. :

o

Jones

The programme algo clears the way for "follow-ups” 1n
order to cement and perscnallze Service relations on a strilctly
local level. Most such efforts are crowned with success in
creating a sympathetle climate of opinlion in which the field
officer may work with greater efficlency brought about by publiec
understanding. Posslbly more could be done along these lines.

The Public Relations and Education Division would be
delighted to receive any comments or suggestlions from the fleld
ataff almed at improving the school leecture programme.
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Hall

VANCOUVER DISTRICT
I wish to take thils opportunity to express my sincere
wigh that you and yours enjoy this Hollday Season and trust
that the coming year will bring you happiness and success.
. - b

Dlstrict Forester.
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Vancouver District (continued)

Fire Bombing From 'Copter

This past Plre Season, a new approach was made to the old problem of fighting
lightning fires in the Vancouver District. A Bell Hellcopter, piloted by Leo Lannon, of
Okanagan Alrways Ltd.,was used on an experimental basis to determine what results could
be obtalned on this type of fire,

The testing ground was the "Bug" fire, a lightning strike in a 1942 burn at
the 2700-ft. level, on a precipltous sidehill approximately % miles from the head of
Jervis Inlet.

A3 the paylecad of this plane is limited to 500 pounds, it was necessary to
make two trips to transport the 4 members of the party - District Forester D.B, Taylor;
Don Owen; Bryan Briggs; and Bill Brown - from the head of Jervis Inlet, where the
launches were moored, to a small gravel bar in the Skawka River, immediately below the
flre. This trip took a matter of minutes by 'copter whereas 1t would have taken a full
day's travel to cover the same dlstance through the impenetrable Jungle of devil's ¢lub,
willow, hard hack, and swampy ground along the meandering t&ver.

At the base on the gravel bar, glazed
brown paper bags of the 1o# slze were filled
with 1 to 1% gallons of double-strength

"wet" water. It was soon discovered that
this double-gtrength soclution made pulp of
the bags and 3 thicknesses of bags were
required to contain the liguid. Between 12
and 15 bags were loaded on the floor of the
compartment and on the cargoe racks for each
bombing rTun. Each bombing run consisted of
taking off from the "bar", e¢limbing to
2700 ft., making 3 or Y4 passes over the
burning snag during which time 4 water
bombs were dropped, and returning to the
bar. The elapsed time for thls operation
averaged 15 minutes. In all; 4 bombing
rung were made in the time we had at our -
disposal. The total volume of water . . -
dropped would be approximately 75 gallons.

Contrary to popular bellef the 'copter
does not hover motlonless at 2700 -foot .
elevation permitting the bomb-aimer to drop
S RO water bags down the centre of the snag. - At
The Landing Strip. zero indlcated airspeed the 'copter started

o "mush"rand the pilot was forced to bank
away from the mountainside to avoid being skewered by the snags below, Ancther

difficulty encountered was the method of dellvering the bags. It was imperative to
throw the bags clear of the rubber floats whlle at the same time attempting to keep
one's eye on the "target" and making allowance for the forward motion. . You will
further appreciate the difficulties when you reallze that the 'copter was subjeect to the
violent up-~drafts which occur on the mountalin sides during a hot summer afternoon.

While we do not suggest that a sufficlent concentratlon of water was dropped on the
burning snag and the small area at the base to extingulsh the fire, we did definitely
see several direct hlts at the base of the snag whilch certainly slowed it down.

From our experlence with the helicopter we have arrived at the followlng con-
celusions: .

(1) It 13 not possible to completely extingulish a small fire by dropping water
from aireraft, but under certain conditions it would be possible to delay the spread of
a small fire until a crew could arrive on the ground.

{(2) Helicopters are still too acarce and costly ($100 per hour) to be considered
for any extensive use in our work except under extreme emergency.

(3) This type of 'plane has unlimited possibilities for transporting fire crews
and equipment to inaccessible areas.

{(4) The use of 'copters for headquarters cruising partles, both for serviecing and
actual cruising, has widespread possibilities,

Subasequent %o the helicopter test, we tried dropping plastic bags, filled
with approximately U4 gallons of water, through the hatch of the Beaver. This affords
greater accuracy and a greater volume of water but the speed of the aircraft poses a
major obstacle.,. However, we have in mind continuing this experiment next season at
which time we may be in a position to pass along some definite informatlon.

s n . s CRCIY
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Double Take

The old adage that "clothez make the man" seems to have been somewhat overdone
by our genial friend Doug Brewls, who teams up with Ray Gill on Public Working Cirecles.

Come qultting tlme the cther night Ray spent some ten minutes walking in
eircles of his own, trying to locate his uniform crulser jacket, finally having to go
home 1n shirtsleeves. It was a cold night tool

Meantime,friend Doug arrived home, smelled the fragrant aroma of a hot meal
awalting him, took off his topcoat and jacket and was heading for the dinner table when
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Doubl{;‘ake {eont'd)
he sudde. .y realized that he still had a jJacket on!

WE can‘t seem to draw any moral from this story, but Ray is mighty glad that
he wasn't taking a shower when Doug went home.

* 0. s a. s
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MATCHED

On September 29th, Don Trickett, H.Q. cruising party chlef, was married to
Miss Carol Turner,and soc the H.Q. cruising staff have lost another good man to "the tles
that bilnd". To lighten the load of married 1lifé, the happy couple were presented with
a Mixmaster by the Management Staff with thelr best wilshes. -

On Octcober 29th, Muriel Lee of our filling staff was marrlied to Mr. Albert -
Bath. The newlyweds were presented with a lamp and coffee table from the Distriect
Office 3taff. Congratulations, Muriel and Albert.

..

+ .. .. -
.. + o ..

Good Luek!

On Monday, October 22, one of the most popUlar pergonalities 1In the Scaling
and Tabulation Office, "Cappy” Castle retired. - Cappy's cheerful, smiling Tace will be =
migsed by us all .... Besat wishes to Bill Montgomery on hls retirement from the Scaling
Office and his move to greener pastures in Australiaz .... Another popular old-timer,
Senior Scaler Frank Patterson, retired recently Frank was feted by the members of the
Sealing Assoclatlion with a "golng away' party at the Hotel Georgia .... Harry Munn,
Assistant Superintendent of Scaling, retired in August. Harry was presented with a
travelling bag by members of the staff and a stag party was held at the Delmar in his
honour,

About People

: Many of the District Office Staff are a wee bit envious of our Operations
Clerk, Jim Atkins, who, with Mrs, Atkins, left recently on the Orlent Line "Orcades” for
a holiday in Honolulu. .We hope Jim doesn't get too attached to the land of palm trees
and grass skirts. .

| We are pleased to see that Frank Hollinger, our former Mechanical Supervisorg
who left to go into private buslness has returned to the Forest Service as 2nd i/b to Bob
Swan at the Marine Station. Welcome back Frank.

Bryan Briggs, Ranger at Pender Harbour,seeﬁ% to be determined fo get ahead of
the work load in hils District. Bryan recently "soloed" and hopes to:acquire his own -
flying machlne soon. : : L : o

Bowling

The Courthouse Bowling League is going strong again this year “Six
additional teams have been added to the line-up.and the Forest Service is well. represent—
ed. We bowl on Monday, after work, at the Commodore Recreations, | This year has Pro-’
duced the most enthusiasm we have had for years and-almost every Government Department 1is
represented by .one or two members, and some of the Civll Seprvants have brought their
spougses to bowl which has made the competition even keener.. .

- P . we
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Annual Staff Christmas Party

At deadline time, plans are well in hand for members of the Vancouver
Distriet Office to cast aside thelr troubles, worries and uniforms and, cn December 83,
descend in large numbers (we hope) on the Flame Country Club for thelr. second annual
Christmas Party.  There 1s a great deal of enthusiasm over this arfair and at this early
date we have over 50 people "signed up"

Last Christmas we had our party at the Panorama Roof and while everyone had a

wonderful time, the space for dancing was a bit limited so this year we declided we needed
a larger space, Who Knows, next year we may need the Forum,

"FOREST CRUISER"

For those who may have wondered aboﬁt the hapey emiles on the faces of Norm
McRae and Walt Tuttle recently, the commissloning of thelr new Headquarters Crulsing
vessel, "Forest Cruilser”, on October 31, has certainly contributed.

It is hoped that with the acquisition of this fine vessel the Headguarters
Cruising Party will now have a mobile headguarters on a year 'round basls for their work
on the Mainland Coast from Vancouver to Seymour Inlet and the west ccast of Vancouver
Island. Since approximately two-thirds of the timber—sale applications in the Vancouver
Forest District require beoat transportation, the "Forest Cruiser” should assist in
providing much better gservice to theé logging operators In the handiing of thelr applica-
tions and at the same time alleviate the necessity of ranger launch transportation

' The new craft i3 skippered by Captain Neil McMillan, who has had considerable -
experience on Forest Service launches in the Prince Rupert and Vancouver Dlstrlects.
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"Forest Crulser” {cont'd)

For those "salty” types in the Service we include the vital statistics of the

"Crulser”.

Length: 60 feet

Beam: 13.6 feet

Power: 165 H.P. Gray dlesel
Speed: 81 knots

Aceommodationt: 10 men
1. skipper engineer

1 cook-deckhand

4 eruisers

4 compassmen

Refrigerator capacity for over one
merith's supply of perishable goods.

The 'Forest Cruiser” was formerly
named the "Marine Explorer”, of Nanaimo.
Captaln Higga, the former owner, used 1t
ag a private yacht and also in his work
inspecting damaged ships and lnstallat-

L sk T lons. There have also been sordid ;
allusions to this vessel being used as a
" Photo by Stan Phlllips  “ryym yunner" In by-gone days. We do not
The "Forest Cruiser” however, expect any further trouble along
these lines with the stalwarts on our Cruising Party.

A UNIQUE EVENT

During October, a 7-man forestry delegation from the Sovlet Unlon visited
B.C., as guests of the Industry. The Forest Service came into the plcture on Cctober 19
when' we held a reception and dinner for the delegation and Industry at the Empress Hotel
in Vietoria.

The next morning, bright and early,
the Russians paid a visit to the Cowichan
Lake Experiment Staticn where, through the
services of a varlety of overworked inter-
preters; our Research boys and the visltors
had an interesting, albelt exhausting,
couple of hours together.

An intriguing sidellight of the visit
was P.R. & E.'s chief photographer, Bob
Golding, talking hls head off to the
Russian visltors wlthout the use of an
interpreter. A most impressive display!l
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Mr. Orlov, Minlster of Forest Industries,
¥.5.5.R. greets Hon. Ray Williaton,
Minister of Lands and Forests, and "The
Chief™.

Prince Rupert Flash -

MATCHED -Noel Martel, H.Q. Crulser, to Joyce MacDonald, of Burns Lake, on
Thursday, October 25, 1956.
Congratulations, Noel, and the best of everything to you both!
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GREETINGS FROM P.R, & E,

One of the happler moments for the Public Relations and Educatlon Division
comes when we can forget all abouf the Public and our Relations with them and sit back
to enjoy our pleasant Domestic Relations with the hundreds of friends and fellow-
workers in the Forest Service. When, coupled with that, we have the pleasure of bring-
ing "you-zll" news and greetings from "all-you" through the medium of the Foreat Service

Newsletter it is indeed "A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year."
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