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l A great meny people outside the ranks of the Forest Branch are genuinely int-
grested$1n forest conservation. Some of them get ideas which they tell us about.
g.fey attempt to do something about it themselves. Of all these latter one WeCe.
Saunders of Palling has accomplished something of lasting value of which he might
well feel more than a little proud. His movement is having a decided effcet on
the forest protection problem over a large area and, incidentally, he is rcndering
& service to the communities with which hc has come in contact. which quite pos-~
sibly overshadows the forest protection fazctor. ’

) Pa%ling is a farming centre a few miles west of Burns lake on the C.MN.R. 1In
spite of 2 main line railway at their front doors this, and dozens of other srall
cintres, are isolated and badly hendicapped. This is especially true in the case
or young people. There are no movies, Boy Scouts, orgenized sport, libraries,
sumer campse Opportunitices for young people to earn a little real cash on their
om are few. A trip to larger centres is expensive and out of the question for all
but the favoured few.

b Observing these things and coupling them with his interest in forest conserva-
‘tion Mr. Saunders evolved the idea of a Young Rangers' Band and organized one Band
in his own settlement. This was about 1928. (We are not very sure of the date).
Since this first Band was organized the movement has spread to ad jacent towns until
'there are now some three or four hundred members.

The Bands are a secret society, no less. They have a ritual that would do
credit to the ideals, character and organizing genius of meny a more ambitious
organization. Several Forest Branch officers have been initiated as honorary mem-
‘bers and we who are fortunate enough to have been accepted as members can vouch for
‘the impressive character of the ceremony and the serious, business-like way the

lboys conduct their affairs.
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- Membership is limited to boys and girls of school age over 12 years. Their
chief object is ostensibly forest protection but with this is coupled organized
sport, summer camps, social features, ete.

One of the admirable features is that the Bands have stood on their own feet.
Mr. Saunders, Ranger and Mrs. Wilson, (Burns Lake) and a few others have encourag-
ed and helped to saome extent and have given some assistance in the case of camps
but there has been no begging. Any assistance they have had has come to them as
frce gifts from interested parties in such manner that they were able to accept
without loss of independence or dignitye.

So far as the Forest Branch is concerned we find that as a result of this
movement we have & forest officer in nearly cvery homc where the young Ranger Bands
have organized. If the o0ld man reckons he will burn a bit of slash when the Ranger
isn't looking, even though conditions are pretty bad, the boys gang up on him and
we are saved one more firc.

Young Rangers have put out, mapped, and reported fires in full detail to Ran-
ger Wilson and the following report in a recent letter is fairly typical of the ef-
fect these Bands are having:

"On the 23rd Ranger Wilson, proceeding to a smoke south of Palling, found a

- crew of 14 local men on the fire when he got there. Two grown men worked 15 hours,
parts of iwo days, and refused pay. Six Young Rangers--some of them are 6 feet

tall and husky--contributed the first day without pay but were put on the payroll
for the two following days. One man and one girl each drove to Burns Lake to repor”
the fire. Granted the fire was near a good tie stand, the idea of the available
man-power of a small community bturning out promptly without pay to fight fire in
the common interest is something new in pretection history in B. C.™

This Young Ranger Band movement would have no particular value in the cities
where 1t would merely compete with the Boy Scouts and other admirable organizations
Hin a field already full of interest and activity. In the more or less isolated
country districts where the greatest need exists it can be made an important factor
in forest protection and incildentally in the community life of the people. The
character of the adult guidance is always the determining factor in the success of
any youth movement and they have been particularly fortunate in this respect in the
Palling-Burns Lake country in Mr. Saunders and his colleagues.

Josh Wood (Vernon) keeps an alphabetic index of all the people with whom he
has business, together with an outline of important details, numbers of timber salec
awarded, lot numbers of lands owned, etc. Wood took over the Revelstoke Ranger Dis-
trict, a stranger in a strange land, in 1931, and the Vernom District in 1934. Per-
haps his index was invented of necessity to assist in getting acquainted with
. strange surroundings. Whatever its origin he says it is in daily use and is now
. kept up as a matter of routine.

Copied from a crime report dealing with a case where a man was prosecuted for
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operating an engine--"in or within one half mile of a forest or woodland which was
not previded with a safe and efficient device for arresting sparks.™

Copicd from a fire history--"Crew was employced falling snags and putting out
fires with water buckets which were burning in the roots of large fir and cedar
stumps. ™

Almost every requisition for paint received at the Chief Forester's office
calls at the samc time for a couple of paint brushes. Paint brushes, especially
good ones, ard exXDEnSiVve. We have tried various compounds sold for the purpose,
and every mcthod ever suggested to us in an effort to clean and save usced brushes,
with so 1little success that we concluded that the only system for the casual
paint job was to buy chcap brushes and throw them away after each Job. That meant
that small Jobs werc never attended to. Brushes cost too much to use one for a
touchinz up, and small paint jobs generally werc a complete nuisance. Then we _
fovtnd out how it should be done. You can have a brush in perfect condition at all
times, 2 brush will last for years, and practically no cleaning to do.

This iz how it is done. Bore a hole through the brush handlc. Secure a
suitable tin and punch holes through the opposite sides, so placed that a length

cf wire through the holcs in the tin and through the brush handle will suspend

the brush about onc inch off the bottom. Fill the tin with raw linsced oil (boiled
0il is not suiteble), up to, or a little above the shank of The brush.

¥hon you have finished painting, clcan as much paint out of the brush as you
gen convenicently and guickly with a little gas and hang the brush in the "brush
pote” The rcminder of the paint will settle to the bottom of the ean. About once
a yerr pour off the oil and clcan the sediment out of the bottom.

If you ever have any painting to do this stunt is well worth trying.

Yo have all seen fire hose looped back ond forth on itself in racks provided
for tht purpose in the halls of public buildings. The advantages of this method
of storing arc obvious.

Bob Little (Invermere) finds his Park Rangcr ncighbours putting up their l%"
lincn hose in this manner and thinks the system is supcrior to our rolls. He in-
cludes a drawing of the "frame™ used for "folding®™ the hose which would be diffi-

cult to reoproduce here but we will try to desceribe it and the system.

Build o framc (bottom and two sides of 2 box) r,/jj:::jT of 2" material.
Inside dimensions 3" wide by 25" long by 16" decp. ; | ' Introduce two pieces
nf cord, onc at cach znd, for tying the hose vwhen L_“i////// it is pronerly ar-
ranged in the frame. Fold the hose back and forth in the loops in [P
the frome. Use two six inch spikes introduced into the cnd loops in —S————
turn nnd boaring on the cnds of the frame to pormit drawing the hose —_—
tight and meking a ncat tight bundle. Tic tight with the cords placed in the frame
for the purposc. The results should be & neat bundle which should pack away and
hzndle morc convenicntly than our usunl rolls.

"o would likc to hear some comments on the system after it has been tried out.

) 1NOTE: Since this wns writton we find o photograph on file back in 1923 show-
ing hose put up in this stylce. In the photo the coupiings ars rolled back under an
extro longth of hosc left free for the purposc. T

—, T~Coupling
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Thor: is no rocord as to .here the photo came Trom.
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RUES

) ' arc drewing out of the fourth consccutive season of unusually lizht hazard
In B« Co They hove had the usucl disastrous outbreaks in the N. W. Statées and eas-
torn Cnnadn has suffered morc scverely than ususl this vear. Our turn may come
agtln noxt yoor.  In the meontime we touch —00d cvery time we think of it and enjoy
vhilc 7wc mey thot grend and glorious foeling thet gocs with no fires, allotments
wcll in hond ~nd o currently solvent fund. The following table tclls the story.
ﬁoto thot thesc statistics erc for your porsonnl information only. They must not
be_publiishid outsidc Thc GoTvico. '
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As on September 14th

1935 1934 1935 1932 1931
Fires | Cos% Fires Cost Firesi Cost Fires:i Cost Fireé Cost
to to to to to to to to to | to

District Date Date Date Date Date Date Date Date Date | Date

flelson 277 3,124 552 :105,088: 333 :20,476; 381 4,190 951 247,051

lencouver ; 426 | 17,865 305 | 8,179 225 | 6,984 189 | 472 | 437 | 25,100

Pr. Rupert 87 290 135 687: 36 93: 78 906 163 z,835
pr. George: 74 | 608 63 279! 90 | 3,995 121 12,775 174 | 6,000
famlo0ps 188 | 1,425} 467 24,812 373 | 5,339 344 1,333 716 | 51,668

WTALS... {1,082 | 23,512 11,520 139,045 1057 |36,887/1,125 |9,676 2,441 333,655

"l

On September 6th & party proceeded from Viectoria to inspeet our Cowichan
Lake Young Men's Forestry Training Camp, consisting of the Honourable Mr. Wells
Gray; Mr. Griffith, Relief Administrator; R.V. Stuart and his Employment Agent,
Mr. Black; Mr. Bruce Hutchison, well known reporter of the Province; and Mr.
Merriman, representing the Times and the Sun. Mr. Greaves of the Colonist could
not go. Mr. Manning accompanied the party.

Everyone was favourably impressed with the whole projoct. One could
hardly fail to realize the usefulness of the work being done and the excellent
training the men were receiving. The whole-atmosphere of the place reflected
very creditably on the Forest Service, duec to the competent way the whole pro-
gramme of work under lir. Schultz was becing handled.

An interim report in the form of a little booklet with photographs has
been prevared on this Y. Me Fo To P.o, copy of which is being sent to each Dis-
triect Forcster. It 1is regrettcd that we cannot afford to forward any morc copies
cn account of the coste 1t is felt that the success of this plan may do ruch to
popularize forestry in this Province. Every forcst officer should do everything
he can to assist, under this Plan, any of thcse young fellows with vhom he coumcs
in contact. It is rumoured that the prograrme may be considerably enlarged next
year, and everyone can rcalize what a help this would be in our improvement pro-
grame and other phases of our forest protection work.

There is no holding Georgc Barnes of the Forest Research Division these
days. He is still celebrating the arrivel, on August 15th, of a son, James Wal-
lace. Our hearty congratulations to George and Mrs. Barnes on this happy occas-
ion.

Our Editor, Dick Crchard, is cnjoying a holiday in the balmy climete of
aliforniz. It's 2ll right--we undcrstand his good wife is with him. Ve miss
our guess if he doesn ' t come back with enough forestry necws and dope on new
gadgocts to keep the News Letter going for some timc.

Miss Helen Forboes, Clerk~-Stenographer in the Nelson District Officc, has
rcsigned after 10 years' service with the Branche e understand =2 1littlce Tellow
with bow and arrows has been hanging cround the District office ¢nd our ncext News
Ietter will probably record the latost achicvement in his ancient art.

We rcecgret to announce the death of George G. MacAfce at Vietoria on Aug-
ust 28th. George, who was a veteran of the Great War and an Amputation case, was
cmployed in Headquarters Records O0ffice and was formerly o member of the Districet
Office staff at Nelson. Our sinccre sympcethy is cxtended to his family.

Percy Barr, late Forester in charge of the Research Division and now Pro-
fessor at the University of California, was rencwing old acquaintances at Head
Officc during the week of August 12th.





