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British Columbia

Total Area :  95 million hectares
Population:  4.1 million

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GLOBAL MAP
Canada is a federal parliamentary democracy – division of powers between federal and provincial governments - with a constitutional monarchy (our Queen Elizabeth). Provinces have responsibility for managing natural resources – fed – oceans and fisheries – including salmon bearing rivers.

BC, Canada’s western-most province, has a population of about 4.1 million people

BC is 950k km2 or 95 million hectares in size.

Spain is 550 km2 or 50.5 M ha.
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Ownership

Land Ownership:  95% Public (Crown)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ADV - PRIVATE
(advance to show private land)   Only a small portion of the province is privately owned
ADV - NISGA
(advance)  Lands are also owned by the Nisga’a Nation as part of B.C.’s first modern-day land claims agreement. And there are also about 1,700 aboriginal reserves.  You’ll hear more about First Nations’ interests in a few minutes.
ADV – PUBLIC
(advance)  About 95% of the province -- shown here in green -- is publically owned and managed by the B.C. government.  The management of this enormous area of public land will be the focus of my talk today.
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Landbase

Million hectares
Total BC                      95
Total BC forest            55
Available to harvest     22
Harvested each year    0.2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The province of BC is approximately 95 million hectares.
Forests cover about two-thirds of BC -- all the area in green.  That’s an area of about 55 million hectares.
ADV
(advance)The remainder of the province is mostly alpine -- tundra, rocky peaks, ice and glaciers…
ADV
(advance) Cities and towns cover a small portion of the province.
ADV
(advance) And farmlands also cover a relatively small area as well.
SLIDE WITH 4 AUTO CHANGES - VIEWS
Overall, only about 2% of B.C.’s land base has been converted from its natural state to other uses over time.  That means B.C. has almost the same amount of forest today as it did prior to European settlement. 

Breakdown of the land area of BC
BC’s total area is 95 millions ha.
The total that is forest land is 55 millions ha (58%)

The timber harvesting landbase is 22 million ha – the area that the Chief Forester uses to determine the AAC, the area available to harvest.

The area harvested each year is about 200,000ha.   About 1/3% (0.3%)

I would now like to describe for you some of the qualities and ecological values of these lands and forests.
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Protected Areas
(14.8%)

and 

Special 
Management

Zones
(14%)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BC’er value our wilderness.

14.8% of the land base – 14.1 million hectares - is protected in parks (no resource development permitted). 

Equally important are 13.3 million ha (14%) designated as special management  zones – established to protect values such as wildlife habitat or scenic vistas which take precedence over resource development.
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Fish and Wildlife

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fish and Wildlife - Forests also home to variety of wildlife – some of which are endangered and require special management considerations.
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Water, food, recreation, cultural heritage



Economy, jobs and communities



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Forest management strategies and practices are based on the bio-geo-climatic conditions of the area.  This map represents the 14 distinct zones in the province. 

Forest types include – northern boreal, alpine, open dry and coastal and interior rainforests.
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Forest Management Units

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The working forest consists of management units – 71 large TFLs, TSAs and smaller WLs and CFAs.
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Land and Resource Use Planning
• Land and Resource Plans
• Government Orders and 

Objectives
• Tenure agreements
• First Nations Management 

Agreements
• 3rd Party SFM Certification

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The management and use of these forests is guided by ....

Strategic Land and Resource Plans developed by govt, FNs and stakeholders that provide direction & objectives
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Forest Certification
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Canada leads the world in 3rd party certification of sustainable forest management. 

53M has of BC’s forests are certified.

Audits indicate high compliance with local laws...
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• Results-based legislation
• Government set objective 

for values
• Licensees and 

professionals develop
results and strategies

• Submit plans to government 
for approval

• All areas harvested must be 
reforested 

Forest and Range Practices Act

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are several pieces of legislation that govern forest practices in BC. One of the most important is FRPA.  
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Reforestation
• Over 200 million trees/year
• >12 Commercial species planted

• Pinus contorta
• Picea glauca x engelmannii
• Psudeotsuga menziesii
• Thuja plicata
• Larix occidentalis

• 65% of tree seed used from tree 
improvement programs

• All seed registered and stored by 
government.

• All seedling nurseries private



Forest Analysis and Inventory 

• Maintain inventory of timber 
on Crown lands

• Estimate growth and yield

• Use to determine Allowable 
Annual Cut (AAC)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FIAB – 2 core functions
Develop and maintain the BC Forest Inventory and Monitoring Program
Perform analyses to support strategic decision making and policy development
Through...
Satellite remote sensing for monitoring
Digital Camera System for sampling
Growth and Yield research and analysis – permanent sample plots, tree volume estimates, stand models, 
Landscape Vegetation Inventory
Mountain Pine Beetle Mapping and Monitoring
National Forest Inventory for BC forest monitoring
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Forest Health

Lodgepole pine killed by the Mountain Pine Beetle

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Inventory is always changing due to harvest and disturbances – including fires and pests, like the MPB
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Monitoring and Reporting

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CF has oversight for the FRPA Effectiveness and Evaluation program – that collects information to improve decision-making and BC forest and range practices, policies and legislation.  FREP staff examine if the practices on the ground are achieving govt objectives for several resources values including biodiversity, water quality, visual objectives, and cultural heritage.

The SoF report provides the state and trends of key indicators of sustainable forest management and the ministry’s interpretation and assessment of the data

Forest Practice Board – Independent watch dog
There are 24 key indicators in the report – available on the website
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• Responding to mountain pine beetle 
and fires 

• Streamlining authorizations
• Increasing use of professionals  
• Assessing cumulative effects
• Mid-term timber supply strategies
• Responding to climate change
• Budgets and staff succession

Key Initiatives

2085

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CF supports CC modelling
These maps, published in 2006, show how climate envelopes, shown as BEC zones, may move over time. They should not be interpreted as indicating that whole ecosystems, including tree species and animal communities will move to this degree.
Subsequent research using new modelling approaches is starting to yield a better understanding of changes in the distribution of tree species. 
We continue to update our BEC guides and maps based on new data, modelling and evidence of climate change impacts. 
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Gracias!
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