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Chilliwack – Cultus Lake area 
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Unidentified maple disease? 
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Chilliwack Lake: 

Redish tinge to Douglas-fir along slope (does not show up well in the photo below and blends into the 

rest of the stand –IDW). The bottom image was lightened and shows it a bit more but still not great: 
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General observations/notes: 

Forest tent caterpillar (IDF): 

 No larvae were observed. Pavement under deciduous trees with evidence of feeding was 

scanned for any indication of IDF (i.e., live, dead, squished larvae on pavement, etc). 

 Feeding damage observed included large portions of leaves chewed off/devoured. Defoliation 

did not appear severe with a minimum of 50% of the foliage on most trees intact. Select trees 

were observed with extensively thinned crowns however this was not common. 

 No egg bands were observed on the branches of damaged trees. 

 One cocoon was observed and was furry with a yellow colour (looked similar to the 

photographed western tent caterpillar cocoon). 

Western tent caterpillar: 

 Tents with larvae were observed on four/five trees along a road immediately adjacent to the 

west side of Cultus Lake. 

 Feeding damage was similar to that observed on birch, alder and cherry where IDF was 

suspected. 

 Not all leaves were fed on and feeding on most leaves included approximately 40% of the leaf 

devoured. Defoliation did not appear severe. One tree had four tents in it and no more than 

50% of the leaves had been damaged. 

 One cocoon was found on a leave and was furry with a yellow colour. 

Discoloured maple leaves. 

 Select maple trees (usually in groups) along the roadside around Cultus Lake were observed with 

dark red tissues primarily along the leaf edges. No fruiting bodies were observed on the leaves. 

It could be a wilt, bacteria causing burn like symptoms or a perhaps it’s related to a nutrient? 

Defoliation: 

 Discoloured douglas-fir was observed along a slope adjacent to Chilliwack Lake. This area was 

not accessible on foot and was observed from the Lake edge - appeared to be IDW. 

Some spot IBD was detected from the Tamihi valley and were marked on our overview maps. 


