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Abstract 

Climate change is with us, and is having visible effects on the forests in the West Kootenay today.  Future changes 
are predicted to be significant in terms of increasing temperatures and shifts in precipitation – particularly in 
summer.  These changes have the potential to cause very significant shifts in the ecosystems we are familiar with 
today, and in how they currently function.  

A two year integrated Vulnerability Assessment has been completed for the West Kootenay region of British 
Columbia aimed at exploring these future changes.  The main goals of the assessment are to increase knowledge 
about climate change and ecological resilience, and enhance the capacity of forest managers to adapt to the 
challenges of climate change.  

In this talk, we will present results from the work that summarize – a range of potential climate futures for the 
West Kootenay Region, the potential implications for the current ecosystems based on these potential climate 
futures, some potential adaptation options, plus an overview of barriers and opportunities for moving ahead with 
adapting to climate change within forest management in BC. 

In addition to commenting on how the results of our work are relevant locally in the Kootenays, we will also 
highlight key messages that have larger ramifications for ecosystems, and everyone involved in managing them, 

across the province.  Results and information for the project are available at: www.kootenayresilience.org 
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