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Abstract

The research question that we advanced at the outset of our project was, “What is the most effective
way to incorporate science into an integrated community sustainability plan?” Many communities have
been involved in long term sustainability planning. Requirements for community participation and
involvement are often central to these processes. Long term sustainability requires an understanding of
how landscapes will change over time, but how are citizens to participate in sustainability planning
without the concomitant information about potential changes to the landscape? How is it possible to
integrate scientific models and data into the imagined projections of a community’s future?

We suggest that an effective way to incorporate science into a sustainability plan is to create
visualizations of the outcomes of the community plan integrating the science into the landscape and
therefore eliminating the need to articulate complex scientific concepts to a public that does not have
the tools to conceptualize and analyze scientific data. In order to explain and demonstrate the research
outcomes, we will provide a background to the genesis of this project and explain the evolution of the
approach and methods we employed. We will discuss the visualizations that were created for this
project and the survey data that we collected on the impact of the visualizations. We will also discuss
how this work might be extended in long range forest planning processes.
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