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Water management in the Okanagan
Workshop: Adapting natural resource management to a changing climate
(Vernon, October 2015)

Nelson R. Jatel, wa, ssc, pag
OBWB, Water Stewardship Director

"When the well is dry, we learn the worth of water.”
Benjamin Frankiin

The purpose of the

Okanagan Basin Water Board

is to provide leadership to protect and
enhance quality of life in the Okanagan

Basin through sustainable water management.

Guiding Principles

1. Think regionally and think long-term.

2. Protect nature for the benefit of all.

3. Anticipate change — Plan accordingly.

4. Balance multiple priorities.

5. Clear communications.
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Challenges Facing Sustainable Water Management

* Rapid population growth ¢ Economic development

Population Growth in Okanagan
(1994-2004)
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Challenges Facing Sustainable Water Management

e Variability and timing of water supply

- Okanagan Lake - Annual Net Inflow volume|
(1521-2008)
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Challenges facing sustainable water management
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Past and projected woter Aows in Whiteman Creek, which
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Kulkarnd, 2001]

. coe.cafnews background)yearineiew2003/news08 html

Okanagan Basin Water Board. 2015 Jatel



Okanagan water
users
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Okanagan hydrologic connectivity model
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OKANAGAN BASIN

GROUND WATER
WELLS
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Integrated Ground/Surface Water

Topography
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A simple, free, secure water-use
tracking and reporting solution.
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MANAGING
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Reservoir Conditions
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Good governance

® Flexible

B Equitable
B Efficient

® Enforceable
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Summary: Focus on action

1. Adding hydrometric stations on
strategic Okanagan waters and
tmproving real thme water date
collection (groundwater, demand, ete.)
is a priority.

knowing what we don't kinow

2. A conservative approach

to granting new Okanagan
water Licenses will reduce future
conflict (do not rely on FITFIR).

Managing for our grandchildren
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Hind sight is 20 / 20.

If government doesn’t
negotiate
. (support a process of
reaching agreement)
on behalf of:

- the environment

- future generations

Who does?
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Thank you

Contact info: nelson.jatel@obwb.ca
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