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Estimate of net exchange of carbon dioxide between the 
atmosphere and BC’s forest ecosystems. 
 

 
 

Ministry of Environment, Provincial GHG Inventory 

Large opportunity for 
forest management 
to make a difference  
because of the scale 
of the resource. 
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Cumulative climate change mitigation benefit or loss of 
six forest management options relative to business as 
usual. These results are national (Smyth et al. 2014).  

More efficient use of 
fibre had the greatest 
mitigation potential 
in the long run. 
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 Terrestrial forest ‘carbon’ is already 100% managed and 
tenured by FLNR via existing policy. 
 The ‘carbon’ is the trees, roots and soil 
 We use science to integrate ‘carbon’ management into 

legislation to more clearly account for it 
 Policy and authorizations development to address 

“intangible benefit” or  value associated with sequestering 
or avoiding carbon emissions to the atmosphere. 
 In this context C = atmospheric benefit.  
 All carbon benefits are tracked and reported as tonnes CO2e 
 

1 m3 = 1 tonneCO2e = 1 offset = $ 7-25 

“Intangible part” 



 
 Continuous improvement model that relies on forest 

carbon science and research. 
 Not a one-size fits all approach to forest carbon 

management.  Varies according to geography, local 
business opportunities, scalability, and much more.   

 Exciting new opportunities to address climate change 
while supporting the traditional forest sector.  

 Growing momentum to incorporate forest 
carbon in day-to-day decision making. 
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• Climate Mitigation Potential of BC Forests: Growing 
Carbon Sinks 
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/het/climate/carbon/ClimateMitigationPotentialofBr
itishColumbianForests.pdf 

• Extension note 92: Forests in a carbon constrained 
world https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/pubs/Docs/En/En92.pdf 
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