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Rocky Mountain Forest District
1902 Theatre Road
Cranbrook, BC
V1C 7G1

Attention: Peter Kerckhoff	



RE: Section 46.2 Proposed Modified Stocking Standards for Block UER0054


Dear Peter, 

Canfor is planning to log approved CP 660 BK UER0054 in winter 2019. This block (see attached map), located in the Upper Elk Valley, and has been identified as falling within high value moose winter range by FLNRORD Senior Habitat Biologist Allana Oesterich and local stakeholders. This assertion is supported by data from radio-collared moose (shown on map), and by walk-throughs of the block by Canfor foresters and biologists. Given the value, Canfor has been requested to manage this block for moose habitat. 

Some specifics on the block are as follows:
· Predominately a pure Pl stand, age class 4, with some PlSe. 
· Criss-crossed with several old exploration lines, which typically support willow, 
· MSdk01/100, 
· UWR Managed Forest moist, 
· NAR 40.6, WTP 11.1 ha

To manage for moose habitat, we propose to reduce the stocking standards as shown in the table below (in addition to the 37 WTPs within the block). Changes from usual are highlighted in yellow. 

	Rocky Mt SS#
	BGC
	Prefer-ed (p)
	Accept-able (a)
	Stocking
	Min. inter-
tree dist.

	Regen delay
	Free-growing guide
	Post-spacing

	
	
	
	
	Target
	Min (p+a)
	Min (p)
	
	
	Latest (yrs)
	Min. Height
	Tree Height to brush
	Min
	Max

	1001830
	MSdk01
	Pl, Lw, Fd, Sx
	Bl
	1200
	350
	300
	2.0
	7 yrs
	20
	Pl,Lw   1.4m
Others  0.8m
	125
	1200
	3000-4000




In order to determine the response of both preferred moose browse and crop trees to these reduced standards, we have set up an experimental design for the planting.  The block has been divided into sub-units, within which 2 treatments and a control will be applied: 
Control  - planting at ‘normal’ density, 1200 sph
Treatment1 – planting at low density, approximately 600 sph.
Treatment 2 – no planting, leave for natural.

Each sub-unit is approximately 5 ha in size, with the exception of the Treatment 2 (leave for natural) units, which are 2 ha in size. Following planting, the units will be monitored (5, 3.99 plots within each unit) at years 2,3,5, 10 and 20 for growth of preferred moose browse and of preferred and acceptable crop trees, following accepted methodology. 

We spatially allocated Control treatments along the Elk Main road and adjacent to the wetland, in order to potentially provide greater cover in these areas. 

We propose no brushing of preferred moose browse shrub species as identified for the Kootenay region (Anderson et al. 20181):
· Willow
· Red-osier dogwood
· cottonwood 
· yew
· saskatoon
· falsebox

This study will provide valuable new information on the effects of variable stocking density of production of both moose browse and timber in the Upper Elk valley. With a NAR of only 40 ha, any net reduction in the overall stocking density resulting from this trial will have a negligible impact on the timber supply in the Cranbrook TSA. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact myself or Kari Stuart-Smith at your convenience. 

Regards, 





Ian Johnson, RPF.
Forestry Supervisor

1  Anderson,M., S.McNay and Brian Pate. 2017. Forestry Beneficial Management Practices for Moose in the Kootenay Region. Wildlife Infometrics Inc. Prepared for BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations. 
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