


  Interior Silviculture Sub-Committee (ISSC) Minutes 
Conference Call, February 22, 2019 
Attendance: 
· Present:  Bill Laing, Catherine Bealle Statland, Kori Vernier, Nina Sigloch, Paul Rehsler, Rob Cochrane, Todd Schmidt, Mari Schenkeveld
· Regrets/Absent: Darcy Lillico, David Jackson, Grant Glessing, Karen Schening, Larry Fielding, Megan Hanacek, Mike Larock, Miodrag Tkalec
Meeting started at 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Update Membership:
· Tammy Berg will be the Ministry representative from the Prince George Region for the ISSC.
· Paul’s replacement will be announced soon.
· Megan Hanacek will be representing the Private Forest Land Council.
Stocking Standards:
· Mackenzie, Prince George, and Steward-Nechako still working on silviculture strategies to work toward default Stocking Standards.  
· Nina to resend the South OIF the meetings minutes.  
· Paul will ensure that all the required documents will be on the FTP site.
· Paul will leave access to the editable documents to his replacement.
· Discussion about Paul’s replacement keeping position as Chair; will determine when he joins.  Terms of Reference state that Chair will be elected by group.
 Enhanced Stocking Standards:
· Paul had an initial meeting with the Coastal group, who are looking into the Enhanced Stocking Standards.  
· Discussion on the unique BEC zones in the Bulkley area that have been successful with Enhanced Stocking Standards and need to get into Interior Appraisal Manual.  
· Discussion on the amount of minimum density numbers in the Stocking Standards and the issues surrounding it. 

Work Plan: 

· Paul will update the Work Plan to show the status of all the work.  Need to circulate the priority documents to NOIF, such as the Work Plan, Max Density, etc.
· Nina was asked on how ISSC fits in with the Forestry forums. 

Section 108:
· Kori reviewed Darcy’s updates on the work being done on Section 108.  
· Two processes, which involve predetermined blocks (near to FG) to be handled outside of RESULTS, and the other, on a block by block basis in RESULTS.
· First phase of funding in on Site Prep, Planting and Surveys are still being discussed; however, no changes to legislation.
· Looking at BCTS pricing for activities for a mechanism to agree on funding. 
· Regime rates will be looked at in future meetings.
· The Ministry will either grant funding or relief.  
· Group discussion on what is the criteria for blocks that are near FG, and what needs to be done in RESULTS.
· It has not been determined about the administrative funding percentage.
· Cariboo Region will determine the template for the province but will have some differences by Region.
· Bill asked about the time frame when funding will be available, and administrative rates so they can be applied. Todd advised on contacting the Districts for guidance as to whether and when to start Section 108 submissions.
· Near FG definition will vary by Region (differences by Region).
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It will be helpful to adopt BCTS costs to make it transparent and auditable to the U.S. 
Other Updates:
· Discussion on Max Density about legal definition and Ministry’s obligations.  
· Nina will send Kori the Thompson Okanagan SS Variations Max Density exemption on Wildfire Salvage areas.   
· Discussion on whether to bring it to the OIFs and amend Stocking Standards to include this Max Density exemption.
· It was agreed to leave Repression Density and Risk item on the agenda for the updates on the research.
· Kori will update the actions to close off Max Density, Wildlife Salvage, etc. and circulate to the ISSC before presenting it to the OIFs.  

Meeting Minutes Format:

· Mari had previously asked for input on the minutes format.  It was agreed that we can streamline it.  The key points will be focused on actions and updates, and discussion can be noted with brief details. The Chair will highlight the key points for each section of the meeting.  
Meeting Actions:
· The meeting actions list was discussed and updated.
· Seed Analysis and seedling update item will be closed off and discussed at other meetings such as CBST or Wildfire.  
· Paul to get George Harper for future ISSC meetings. Kori to send link to George’s paper to the group.
· Paul will complete the Stocking Standards paper for OIFs to action.
· Darcy to check into the status of the spreadsheet format for the Stocking Standards IDs import as to whether it is available for all Districts.  
· Nina will talk to Denise (Shannon’s replacement) about place markers for changes to legislation for the stocking standards, since it needs to be done quickly.     
Meeting Schedule for 2019:
· It was agreed to have a conference call meeting on March 12, 2019 (early afternoon).   New priorities will be discussed.  
· Meetings will be scheduled before the OIFs meetings.  We have the NOIF meeting schedule.  Nina to get SOIF meeting schedule.  
· Kori to send Meeting List and Schedules to the group.  
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