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Interior Silviculture Sub-Committee of N &S OIF
December 9, 2020 @ 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm pacific
Conference call # Teams meeting
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/HFP/external/!publish/Interior_Silviculture_SubCommittee/
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|_|  Karen Schening                    |X| Todd Schmidt        |X|  Larry Fielding      |X|  Craig Wickland
	|_|  Tammy Berg                         |X|  Miodrag Tkalec    |X|  Kori Vernier         |X|  Paul Nuttall



	Start time
	            Description                                                                       Lead

	1:00
	1. Review agenda, previous meeting minutes & actions                  Craig


	
	2. Review Action Tracking Spreadsheet                                               Craig
· Repression Density Working Group update below
· Drought impacts ongoing
· Issues Note with respect to drought ongoing
· GAR working group ongoing


	1:10
	3. Repression Density Working Group                                                  Kori
· WG presented to North OIF and they support the recommendations
· South OIF presentation TBD
· Next step, once endorsed by N and S OIFs, is to go to Chief Forester for final endorsement

	1:15
	4. Broadleaf Working Group                                                                  Craig     
· Last meeting was October 15th
· summarized field tour, finalized TOR, discussed need for analysis work starting in PG TSA
· discussed how to determine baseline for broadleaf species, identify gaps in age classes, values of broadleaf species to wildlife requirements and wildfire risk reduction
next meeting is Thursday Dec. 10 to look at; FG concept and data collection, how to use that collection to support broadleaf species at landscape and stand level, how to determine the context of broadleaf competition on conifer standards and legal obligations, need for analysis to do such as minimum patch size to brush, how to leave them within cut blocks with other objectives such as riparian areas and wildlife objectives, wildfire objectives 
ACTION for Craig to contact Wildfire people to give presentation at next WG meeting, what type of broadleaves needed and where on landscape- What is their vision at the stand scale and landscape scale related to their objectives for wildfire risk reduction?


	1:25
	5. Caribou GAR order                                                                               Kori
There was some good progress on subgroups prior to interregnum period
No contact for a couple months due to election and new government, but expect to begin work next year


	1:30
	6. Update on Professional Governance Act                                        Paul Nuttall
PGA 
Regulatory bodies currently working together (ABCFP, Biologists etc) 
Work has been delayed since election
Bylaws update
confidential work ongoing, 
new Bylaw for Continuous Professional Development, Practices Review and Audits, and around Register for public information developed
AGM, structured council, and Registration developing
Five Statutory Committees
Please look at office of superintendent on website, starting to post information as it is available
credentials, nominations, investigations, discipline, fifth is new practice review and audit committee
website has undergone some changes, 
ABCFP have a call for committee members to capture new requirement under PGA for lay members (prior 2) now expand to 4 in coming year, each committee has 2 lay members appointed
Communications
starting in new year, communication to roll out such as “five things to know”, encourage registrants’ knowledge, 
Registrants have duty to report and conflict declarations which will be important to be familiar with
Please look up Bill 49 PGA to see all parts and what is coming
Please see ABCFP website for information
Ahead of game on continuous professional development, new reporting tool posted and a year to work with it, please use and provide feedback.
The Regulated and reserved practice requirements in different associations and professions is still ongoing. 
The Q/A and policy statements provide a good sense of the why, what, when and how for the new PGA era for forest and other professional https://abcfp.ca/web/ABCFP/ABCFP/Governance/PGA.aspx
ABCFP website with background and recent info about the new code of ethics   https://professionalgovernancebc.ca/
BILL 49 LINK-  https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/41st-parliament/3rd-session/bills/first-reading/gov49-1



	1:45
	7. New emerging issues / discussion                                                   All         
Concerns about new log cost survey procedures. Concern they may lead to reduced silviculture allowance, and downward pressure on costs.
· Timber Pricing Branch (TPB) changed format to be timelier than a 5 yr survey, they were using proposed % treatment of NAR by BEC, now proposing to use RESULTS data from past to predict the types and cost of  future work
· who has been working with TPB on silviculture side? Unknown.
· intent for industry is to get actual full cost, based on information and local knowledge and experience. Information is not found in RESULTS
· ACTION (Craig/Nina): investigate Timber Pricing Branch new procedure proposed for annual log cost survey and determine if silviculture perspective considered. There is a need to have a Silviculture representative work with timber pricing branch staff to ensure pricing policy does not become a barrier to good silviculture practices. 
Question- What are the impediments to good silviculture practices, ABCFP would like to develop resources for professional support, such as moving operations to areas that haven’t been recently operated in. 
· There is a need for more professional development on IDF practices. 
· There is a need to recognize that the cost of IDF management is greater than what is in appraisal system
· If anyone has any information that might help professionals manage in the IDF, pass on to Paul Nuttall.    
· Suggestion to defer this topic until government provides response to the FPB report.
· Need to understand the silviculture and how the species limiting factors works. 
· Flag the log cost survey as an impediment to good forest stewardship. We need to make sure we have a sustainable future for our forests with good volume and value and determine if the log cost survey is impacting this.
Cariboo has issue with plastic and cattle eating trees. Are there plans to investigate tree chalk. 
· BCTS Seedling Services attempted a nursery tree chalk application trial did not go well. 
· A Committee formed for reducing dropped single use plastic
· Industry will be allowed to explore alternative options.
· West Fraser tested tree chalk in field 2 years ago and the propellant contains carcinogenic. Nursery application proposed but not done. 
· West Fraser has altered contracts for wasted ribbon use and fines. No current alternatives known and waiting to see. 
· Alternative solutions will be explored in a phased approach and reduce the use of plastic over time.
· Messaging from new Plastic Committee to come by the end of the year or early new year. 
· BCTS email to silviculture contacts on their nursery tree chalk application on FTP site and will be uploaded to TEAMS site
Timber Supply Reviews are standing concern
The new waste assessment procedures are a hindrance to timely practices. 
· Site prep and hazard abatement practices are being postponed due to these procedures. 
· The timing for approval is significant and there is a big gap in certified surveyors. 
· Waste assessment team- are the implications to good silviculture practices being considered? 
· ACTION: timelines for  approvals and waste surveys need to be reduced to improve timeliness of silviculture practices. Craig to follow-up up with Timber Pricing Branch. 
Wildfire Risk Reduction Guidance Document is getting revised, should discuss with ISSC for review, timeline a few months          

	2:55
	8. Next steps – next meeting                                                                 Kori
Next TEAMS meeting (Craig) 
February 11th 2:00pm-3:30pm 


	3:00
	9. Adjourn                                                                       






