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Highlights of Forest Practices Code Changes September to December, 2000


From September 1 to December 31, 2000, a number of changes were made to the Forest Practices Code of British Columbia Act and regulations.

The most significant changes affected:

· the effective dates of higher level plans

· range use plans and practices

· community forest agreements

Higher Level Plans

Six-month waiting period removed


Effective November 24, 2000, the six-month period between the time resource management zones, landscape units, sensitive areas or their objectives are made public and the time they become effective is eliminated.  They may now take effect the date the order is made, or on a later date specified in the order.

This amendment streamlines higher level plan administration and reduces confusion regarding the application of higher level plans to operational plans.
FSAA s.24, 25 & 26 repealing & replacing FPC Act s.3(6), 4(8) & 5(8)

StPR s.3(4), 6(4) & 7(2) repealed; s.2(2) & 4(2) amended

Range Use Plans and Practices

Range Use Plan content responsibilities clarified


Effective September 15, 2000, the Ministry of Forests must supply specified information to persons preparing range use plans.  This information includes maps detailing boundaries, wildlife areas, resource features, harvest areas and range developments, and strategies to achieve various biological, ecological and water quality objectives.  

Range use plans must now include specific measures to address the strategies supplied by the government, and detailed information relating to grazing schedules.  If the establishment (or amendment) of higher level plans (or other specified items) render a range use plan inconsistent with the HLP objectives, strategies or measures, range use plans must be amended.  Other specified items include community watersheds, water quality objectives, an ungulate winter range designation or objectives, a wildlife habitat area, or a general wildlife measure.

Additional terms now defined in the FPC Act include ‘key area’, ‘properly functioning condition’, ‘range readiness criteria’ and ‘stubble height’.

These changes clarify specific responsibilities for range use plan content.  They also enable government to set different range use planning objectives for different areas of the province, and assist range use agreement holders by providing them with the information necessary to achieve those objectives.
OPR s.52 to 55 repealed & replaced with s.52 to 54



Range Use Plans and Practices cont’d

Improved protection of forest and range resources


Effective September 15, 2000, livestock grazing in key areas is restricted to periods of range readiness.  Additionally, livestock grazing may be restricted in areas subject to silviculture prescriptions.  The term ‘range readiness criteria’ is now defined in the Range Practices Regulation.

These changes reduce the potential for damage to range and forest resources from inappropriate livestock grazing.
RPR s.1 & 7(3) amended; s.5.2 repealed & replaced; s.5.5, 5.6 & 7.1 added

Community Forest Agreements

Background

Community Forest Agreement Regulation made


The Forest Act sets out basic requirements for CFA tenure, including the exclusive right to harvest timber under cutting permit.  Requirements include planning, audits and public consultation.  The FPC Act enables regulations to be made regarding the forest practices and planning requirements applicable to Community Forest Agreements.

On December 4, 2000, a regulation governing community forest agreements was brought into force.  The Community Forest Agreement Regulation (CFAR) applies most of the provisions of the Woodlot Licence Forest Management Regulation to operations under community forest agreements, with the exception of watershed assessments, terrain and soil mapping in community watersheds, reporting requirements and rights to non-timber resources.

Watershed assessment requirements in community forest agreement areas are more broad  than those required for woodlot licences, paralleling those required by the Operational Planning Regulation of the FPC Act for other  major tenures.  Requirements for terrain and soil mapping within community watersheds also parallel the OPR.  Reporting requirements for community forest agreements  will be outlined in the agreement documents rather than in legislation.  Community forest agreement holders may be granted rights to harvest, manage and charge fees for botanical forest products and other prescribed products under the Forest Act. The Community Forest Pilot Agreement documents will outline the specific species that these rights will be granted for.  Future policy direction regarding reporting and non-timber resources is anticipated.



A consequential amendment to the Administrative Remedies Regulation applies the same penalties for contraventions of the CFAR as for contraventions of the Woodlot License Forest Management Regulation.

During the five-year term of the community forest agreement pilot program, the CFAR will be evaluated, monitored and revised where necessary.  As well, any amendments to the WLFMR will be reviewed for applicability to the community forest agreements and, unless deleted by means of an amendment to the CFAR, will apply to community forest agreements.

CFAR brought into force


ARR s.7 added

FSAA: Forest Statures Amendment Act 2000 
StPR:  Strategic Planning Regulation
OPR: Operational Planning Regulation
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