Glossary of Terms


Action Bar


Appears at the top of every ISIS working screen.  Use the Action Bar to display on-line Help, exit the screen and set the working mode of Add, Update, Delete or View.


Activity


A silviculture activity describes the work performed by the Silviculture program in order to achieve silviculture objectives.  An activity combines base, method and technique codes and describes the work being carried out on an ATU.  


Activity Cost Estimates


The estimated costs for each activity code combination.  District users set an average cost per unit for carrying out each activity and these are used to plan ATUs.


ATU


Activity Treatment Unit.  This is an area of land upon which a silviculture activity is planned and carried out, usually within the boundary of an opening.


ATU Schedule Component


An ISIS component used to plan and schedule activities on an opening.  You can view, add, update or delete activities for an opening, as well as view results of completed activities.


Audit Component


An ISIS component which is still under development and not yet available.  When ready, it will be used to carry out a formal review, or audit, of all silviculture activities performed on an opening.


Base Activity


Identifies the primary categories of silviculture activities, e.g. planting (PL), pruning (PR) or site preparation (SP).  Usually associated with technique and method codes indicating how the base activity will be carried out.


BGC


BioGeoClimatic.  A unit of classification of the land based on climate, geography and vegetation factors.


Brushing (BR)


A base activity of Brushing in an ATU.


Coalesce


To combine.  You can combine up to 20 current SP or PFG openings into one new opening.  A function in ISIS that has limited application at present.  Coalescing openings is strictly limited to attaching an opening number to another opening number.  There is no transfer of opening information.





Command


Tells the computer to do something.  You can enter commands on the Command Line near the bottom of the working area, or by pressing function keys.  For example, pressing �eq \x(F5)� instructs the computer to display a screen that allows you to search and select information.  Commands entered on the Command Line must be entered using a specific format, or syntax.


Comment


Additional information that you can type in about a particular opening, activity, project, etc.  ISIS recognizes two comment types, a free format fixed length text and an expandable comment up to 100 lines.  Comments also have Issues which imply significant meaning.


Component


An ISIS application such as Opening Inquiry or Record Activity Results.  There are currently eight components listed on the ISIS Main Menu. 


Corporate Database


A record of land-based information that can be accessed by ISIS or other Ministry computer systems, regardless of which system it was entered by.


Cursor


Indicates the point on the screen where information is to be entered.  The cursor appears as a blinking line.


Data


Information you enter, or that the system displays on your screen.


Database


A storage area, like a filing cabinet, for keeping all the information the computer needs to manage ISIS and Ministry functions.


DBH


Diameter Breast Height, which refers to the diameter of a tree at breast height.  


Detail Screens


ISIS working screens which are accessed through other working screens and which provide further details on ATUs or results.  Some detail screens are called embedded detail screens because they are linked only to one particular working screen, have limited navigation and only Update working mode.


Display Area


The area underneath the header area that the system uses for displaying detailed information about the item specified in the header area.  Also called the working area.





District Tables Component


Stores information on the various types of codes used in scheduling activities:   treatment regimes, locations, administrative zones, activity codes and activity code combinations, and base activity codes and objective code combinations.  Other functions include setting the harvest offset value, maintaining information related to budget requests and allocations, and recording and updating activity cost estimates.  Some tables are maintained by the Silviculture Branch.


Disturbance Date


A date used to calculate the Regen delay, and the century dates for early and late free-growing stages for SP opening types.  Penalties are associated with these dates if the land base is not at a certain state as described in the Standards Units.  This date is usually associated with the start of harvesting on a block, or other disturbance.


Dynamic Fields


These are fields that change according to the type of opening displayed and the known scheduled dates, if any.  The corresponding details displayed in dynamic fields may also vary.  ISIS automatically calculates and displays dates for many of these fields, using standard offset values set by the districts, and other known dates entered by FTAS or ISIS  users.


Eco-strata


Refers to ecology strata.  ISIS stores biogeoclimatic data in eco-strata records.  See also Strata.


Edit Check


A process during which the system checks all data fields of a prescription to ensure that all required fields have been filled in and that the data entered is valid.  The system performs an edit check when a prescription is finalized or approved.


Embedded Screens


Screens which are embedded within a particular ISIS component and cannot be displayed through any other component.  On embedded screens, the Function Key Bar does not list the quick access keys used to move to other ISIS components.  In addition, embedded screens do not have a Command Line or an Action Bar.


Enter


To type in information using the keyboard keys.  �eq \x(Enter)� refers to the Enter key.


Error Message


A message from the system that indicates you have made a mistake.  It appears in the Prompt Line.  The error must be fixed before proceeding to the next screen.


Field


An area of the screen in which you type information or in which the system displays information.


F-key


A term for function key.


Free growing


The stage at which acceptable well-spaced trees have met the criteria for free-growing declaration as described in the standards unit.


FTAS


The Forest Tenure Administration System, which supports forest tenures.  FTAS is closely linked to ISIS, because milestone dates set in FTAS affect the dates of planned silviculture activities.


Function


An ISIS-related utility, or a secondary application within a component.  ISIS Help, �eq \x(F5)� Search and �eq \x(F4)� Prompt are examples of utilities.  PHSP Data Entry, a function within the PHSPs component, and Maintain Survey Results, a function within the Record Activity Results component, are examples of secondary applications.  


Function Key


A key that performs a specific task when you press it.  For example, �eq \x(F5)� is a function key that displays a search screen for locating ISIS records.  Function keys on some terminals are referred to as PF keys.


Function Key Bar


The area at the bottom of the screen that displays a list of function keys that you can use to navigate to other ISIS components.  For example, screens that display F13=ATU in the Function Key Bar let you switch to the ATU Schedule by pressing �eq \x (F13)�.


Funding Source


The source of funding for an ATU, e.g. SBF for the Small Business Forest Enterprise Program.  Funding source codes must be compatible with the activity.  For example, a brushing ATU cannot be done under the FRDA program budget.  Where an ATU is created from a treatment regime that is not compatible with the opening, the system will blank out the funding source fields when the treatment regime is copied.


General Area


An area of the land base which has had logging done in the distant past, where no specific plan or prescription has been developed for regeneration or management of the forest.  The Silviculture Program can still perform activities within these areas, e.g. an aerial survey.


Gross Area


The total area, in hectares, of the block to be harvested, as defined by the PHSP.


Harvest Offset


The typical number of years from the planned timber sale date to the date when harvesting is complete and responsibility passes to Silviculture (the Silviculture Handover Date).  This value is used to derive the five-year silviculture plan.


Harvest Start Date


The date when harvesting of timber on an area is scheduled to begin, or actually begins.  This date is determined when a timber sale becomes "active" upon completion of the initial timber sale inspection.  ISIS uses this date as its final disturbance date.


Header Area


The top portion of working screens.  The top line of the header area gives the screen number, screen title, current mode and version number of the screen.  Below this line are fields which give general information on the silviculture function with which you are working. 


Help Function


A function, accessed by pressing �eq \x (F1)�, which provides information on the current screen.  There are two help screens:  an Extended Help screen, which displays general information about the current screen; and a Keys Help screen, which displays information about the function keys available for that screen.  


HR


The History Records System that used to record all silviculture activities performed on the land base.  ISIS replaces the History Records system.


Implementation Project


An implementation project is generally used for administering operational contracts.  Implementation projects combine two or more ISIS standard projects with different, but related, base activities.  For example, you can create an implementation project that combines a Site Preparation project with a Planting project, which is then assigned a project ID number for contract administration purposes.


Integration


Integration is a fundamental concept of ISIS.  It allows users to navigate to components within ISIS, to share data with other Ministry systems such as FTAS, the Forest Tenure Administrative System, and to integrate services and procedures with other Ministry systems within the corporate database.


Issue Indicator


Indicates whether or not there are issues associated with comments.  See also Comment.


ISIS


Integrated Silviculture Information System.


Juvenile�Spacing (JS)


A base activity for juvenile spacing in an ATU.


Lift


In stand pruning, the lift is the number of the pruning ATU, when more than one is required for the block.  The lift length refers to the average length of the section of tree to be pruned, the pruning length.  The lift diameter is the average diameter of trees at the point where pruning begins.


Menu


A list of options or choices from which you make a selection.


Method


The specific means used to carry out a base activity and technique.  Examples:  broadcast burn versus spot burn, windrow versus piling.


ML


Refers to the holder of a Major Licence.


MLSIS


Major Licence Silviculture Information System.


Mode


The modes displayed on the Action Bar indicate which activities you can carry out using ISIS.  There are four main activity modes:  View, Update, Add and Delete.  Your security level may prevent you from using certain modes.  For example, Level 1 users can only view information.  Level 3 users can update information using Update mode.


Navigate


A means of switching between different ISIS components which are all inter-related.  The Function Key Bar at the bottom of each screen displays a list of function keys you can use to switch to, or navigate to, other ISIS components.


Objectives


Reasons for doing an ATU.  Objectives are tied to base activities.  ISIS uses codes to indicate up to three objectives for an ATU.


Opening


An area of land on which harvesting or a disturbance has occurred and where more than one silviculture activity is planned.  An opening is identified by an opening number, which consists of the BGCS or NTG mapsheet number and a unique sequential number.  There are several types of openings:  PHSP (Prescription), SP (Silviculture Prescription), PFG (Post Free-Growing) and ADM (Administrative).


Opening Inquiry Component


Used to create, view, update, delete or coalesce an opening, and to update opening-related information that may be collected as a result of surveys. 


Org. Unit


An abbreviation for the Ministry of Forests Organizational Unit.  An org. unit is a Ministry office, section, program or subsection.


PC �(Personal Computer)


A stand-alone computer which may or may not be connected to the Ministry mainframe.  Most PCs have a mouse and use a Windows environment.  ISIS and some other Ministry systems are accessed through Rumba.  PCs have a single row of function keys, from F1 to F12.  





PFG


Post Free-Growing.  Refers to an opening type where the crop trees have reached a free-growing state, but some silviculture activity is required from time to time, e.g. aerial survey.


PHSP


Pre-Harvest Silviculture Prescription.  A legal document describing the silviculture activities to be performed to bring a specified land base to a free-growing state.


PHSP Component


Used to enter, update and process prescriptions.


Planting (PL)


A base activity of planting in an ATU.


Project, Standard


A standard project consists of one or more Activity Treatment Units (ATUs) within a district with similar treatments that would logically be completed together.  A typical example would be a Site Preparation project that includes all planned ATUs for Site Preparation in 1992, within Admin. Zone 1, and which are part of the SBFEP.  Standard projects are commonly referred to as "projects".


Project ID


A unique, 11-alphanumeric project ID number that identifies the activity, the starting year of the project, the org. unit and the specific project.  For example, the project ID SP95DPM115 indicates the base activity as site preparation, the fiscal year as 1995, the org unit as district Port McNeil, and the project number as 115.  IM as the first two characters in a project indicates an implementation project.


Projects Component


Used to create and update standard and implementation projects.


Prompt


A message from the system telling you what to do next.  It appears on the Prompt Line.


Prompt Function


A help function accessed by pressing �eq \x (F4)� in any field.  A Field Definition screen is displayed giving information about the field.  For some fields, a Code List is also displayed giving a list of valid codes that can be inserted into the field.


Protected Fields


Fields in which data cannot be changed or entered.  When you are in Add, Update, or Delete modes, protected fields appear as white, while other data entry fields are green.  Fields are protected because data in them depend on data in other fields, screens or systems.  Protected fields are usually fields which are completed automatically by ISIS with known or default information.


Pruning (PR)


A base activity of pruning in an ATU.


Record


A record is like a file folder that holds a block of data related to an ISIS component.  The computer uses records to store data related to ATUs, openings, stocking standards, ecology strata and harvest plans.  An opening can hold many sets of records related to other ISIS components.


Record Activity Results Component


Used to record and update results for ATUs which may or may not be associated with projects.


Regen


An abbreviation for regeneration, which refers to the re-stocking stage of a land base.  Regeneration causes NSR land to become SR.


Regen Delay


The maximum amount of time, in years, allowed for initial restocking of a denuded area with the minimum number of acceptable trees.


Reports and Downloads Component


Used to produce and print ISIS reports, or download data to a file for use on a personal computer.


Scroll


To move through a list of items displayed on your screen using the scroll keys.  See Scroll Keys.  The Range field on the right hand side of some screens indicates the total number of screens or records available for viewing, and the record or screen that is currently displayed.  For example, 1 to 7 of 33 means that lines 1 to 7 are currently displayed out of a total of 33 lines.


Scroll Keys


Function keys that let you display another screen of information if the list is too long to be displayed on the current screen.  �eq \x(F8)� moves forward through the list, and �eq \x (F7)� moves backward.


Security Level


The level of authority to use specific ISIS components.  For example, Level 1 gives you access to viewing functions.  You need Level 3 authority to update information.


Seedlot


One or more bags of seed of the same species with the same genetic characteristics.  Typically, a seed lot consists of seed obtained from a single cone collection from a single location.  Seed lots are identified by a unique, five-digit code.


Silviculture Handover Date


The projected date when all harvesting operations and harvesting obligations are met.  This date is obtained from FTAS.  The date which all ATUs start from, relative to the previous activity.


Site� Preparation (SP)


A base activity for site preparation in an ATU.


SP


Stands for either Silviculture Prescription opening type, or Site Preparation base activity.


Stand �Tending (ST)


A forest management activity that can be performed on a stand before or after it has become free growing.  Stand Tending is a project consisting of a combination of one or more of four base activities:  Fertilization (FE), Juvenile Spacing (JS), Pruning (PR) and Brushing (BR). 


Stand �Tending Project


Stand tending projects are multi-activity projects that include ATUs with different activity codes that fall within stand tending activities.  The activities included in stand tending projects are brushing, juvenile spacing, pruning and fertilization.


Standards �Unit (SU)


A unit of land on which silviculture standards are set, and is comprised of free-growing stocking standards, harvest plans, ecological strata, management objectives and soil conservation.


Strata


Ecological layers, or sections, of the land base.  An area or layer which has the same type of soil or vegetation.  Strata are used to delineate the land base.


Survey (SU)


A base activity for an ATU which involves surveys.


System


Refers to ISIS, the Integrated Silviculture Information System.


Technique


The primary physical means used to carry out the base activity.  Techniques are broad categories for performing silviculture work.  Examples:  mechanical versus chemical, air versus ground.


Timber Sale Date


This date is determined when the Small Business forester sets the status of a Harvest Sale initiation to "Planned Pending."  This may be accomplished up to 20 years prior to harvest.  ISIS uses this date as its initial disturbance date.


Treatment Regimes


Generic sets of Activity Treatment Units (ATUs) for different types of openings.  


UTM


An acronym for Universal Transverse Mercator, used for location references.


Valid


Means correct, or a value recognized by the system.  The system expects you to enter information in a certain way, for example, codes.  The system will display an error message or prompt telling you to enter valid information if you have entered information incorrectly.


Value


An entry that you make or that the system makes in various fields on the screen.  Different fields require different values.


VQO


Visual Quality Objective.  A visual quality objective is a visual condition to be achieved in the course of forest development, timber harvesting and silviculture practices.


Working Area


The area underneath the header area on working screens.  This part of the screen lists detailed information on the item specified in the header area.  The working  area is where you select, enter or update most of the information required to carry out silviculture tasks.  Also called the display area.
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