Introducing ISIS


�seq chapter \h \r 1�This chapter provides an overview of ISIS, the Integrated Silviculture Information System, and describes its many features and benefits. 


What is ISIS?


�XE "ISIS:overview of"�ISIS is an information management system that captures and processes land-based information required by Operations Division in fulfilling its mandate. It replaced the History Records system previously in use. ISIS provides comprehensive planning and management tools, and has specialized recording and reporting capabilities. 


ISIS consists of seven main applications, referred to in this manual as components. These components are: 


•	OPENING INQUIRY, for creating and maintaining openings, and updating opening-related information.


•	PRESCRIPTIONS, for maintaining and processing prescriptions. 


•	ATU SCHEDULE, for planning and scheduling activities. 


•	PROJECTS, for creating and maintaining projects. 


•	RECORD ACTIVITY RESULTS, for recording results against ATUs.


•	REPORTS, for producing printed reports.


•	DISTRICT TABLES, for viewing and updating District specific codes. 


Integration is a fundamental concept of ISIS. It allows users to easily navigate to components within ISIS, to share data with related Ministry systems such as FTAS, the Forest Tenure Administrative System, and to integrate services and procedures with other Ministry systems linked to the corporate database. The corporate database stores information that is accessible by all computer systems linked to it.


�
Benefits of Using ISIS 


�XE "ISIS:benefits of using"�ISIS enables all District users to assess and manage their work activities, and to define and record work assignments. Users who have a basic working knowledge of computers will find that ISIS is easy to use and understand. Users who are new to computers will find that the instructions in this manual will guide them, step-by-step, through various procedures. Overall, using ISIS means simplification of everyday work tasks. Here is how ISIS can help users do their jobs faster, more efficiently, and more effectively:


Information Sharing


Information sharing between ISIS and other Ministry systems is a key benefit. Whenever ISIS is used to record data, the information becomes immediately available province-wide for relevant Ministry applications. 


Reduced Workloads


Information sharing means that data need only be entered once into the system. The system automatically updates related data when information is changed. The end result is:





•	reduction of data errors caused by manually transcribing data from one system to another


•	reduction of paperwork, filing, and storage 


•	security against data loss


•	reduction in duplication of data


•	reduction in demands for data summaries from Region or Branch.


Better Service to Clients


ISIS can track workloads by identifying "work in progress." By streamlining all administrative functions, ISIS helps provide better service to clients, and respond quickly to client inquiries. 


Simplification of Information Management


Regions and Branch can get answers directly from ISIS �SYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"� gone is the need for additional spreadsheet and database management at the local level. As data is entered, it becomes available province-wide, and Regions and Branch can run reports without requesting District paperwork.


Specialized Reporting Capabilities


ISIS has specialized reporting capabilities that enable users to track workloads, produce schedules, budgets, and plans, and report activity results. Planning with ISIS is more precise and more efficient because the system generates reports and forms automatically, based on current, detailed and accurate information. 


Specialized Prompt and Search Capabilities


If you are unsure of what information to enter into a field, you can "ask" the system for information by pressing specific function keys. For example:





•	The �eq \x(F5)� function key searches for specific ISIS records related to openings, projects, ATUs, and many other forms of data.





•	The �eq \x(F4)� function key first displays a list of valid codes, if applicable, and then a description of the field where the cursor is positioned. 


This eliminates the need to remember complex details �SYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"� all you need to do is look up the information.


Reduction of Data Entry Errors


ISIS checks all data entered to ensure that it is valid, and notifies you if an error is detected. The timely correction of errors as they occur reduces the possibility of the error compounding in future tasks.


Minimum of Typing Required


Whenever you enter information in a field, the system automatically fills in related information stored in the database. You can also minimize typing by using ISIS menus to select options. If you happen to have a PC workstation with a mouse, you can reduce keystrokes by using the mouse to move the cursor.


Ease of Navigation


ISIS lets you switch automatically between many of the screens using function keys, and this eliminates the need to navigate through a series of complex menu levels. The Function Key Bar at the bottom of each screen shows you which keys to press to navigate to other ISIS components.


Quick Access to Information


ISIS enables users to quickly view information about past, current, and pending openings and work activities.


Entering Comments


ISIS makes it easy to enter and view additional ISIS-related information in the form of comments, which can be viewed by all users of the system. Some comments are limited to brief one-line or key-word entries, while others can be expanded in length to up to 100 lines. 


Users can also indicate if a comment relates to a serious management issue. 


�
Key Concepts


�XE "ISIS:key concepts"�ISIS is based upon several key concepts that are described in this section. Refer to the Glossary in Appendix A for a comprehensive list of definitions. �XE "key concepts of ISIS"�


Opening


�XE "opening:definition of"�An opening defines an area of land on which harvesting or a disturbance has occurred or is planned, and on which one or more silviculture activities are planned or completed. Once an opening is created in ISIS, the system automatically transfers opening-related information to other ISIS components such as Prescriptions, ATU Schedule, Projects, and Record Activity Results. When you change to a different opening, the system automatically changes to all records that apply to that opening.


ISIS uses a unique opening number to identify each opening. This consists of the BCGS or NTG mapsheet number followed by a unique sequential opening number. 


For areas covered by a FTAS tenure (22-1a), the opening can be accessed in ISIS by specifying either the licence number or the opening number to recall the information. For areas not covered by a FTAS tenure, the opening number is the key to accessing all information related to the opening. Without this number, you cannot access the computer records. 


�XE "opening:categories of"� There are fourteen categories of openings.  The categories represent the section of the Forest Practices Code of B.C. Act that outlines the legal requirements for that category of opening.


See Chapter 5, Managing Openings, for details on creating and maintaining openings and opening-related information.


Prescriptions


A prescription is a document that outlines the method of harvesting and silviculture activities on the land base to meet legal obligations. �XE "prescriptions:definition of"�


Activity


A silviculture activity describes a specific action or treatment on a specific area of land within an opening. Each specific activity is identified as an Activity Treatment Unit (ATU). �XE "activity:definition of"�


Activity Treatment Unit (ATU)


An ATU is a silviculture activity planned or carried out within an opening at a particular point in time.


ATUs form the framework for planning, scheduling, budgeting, and reporting. For ISIS purposes, ATUs define the operational parameters of the activity, as well as the administrative parameters.


Activity Treatment Unit (ATU)�(Continued)


ATUs are identified by a combination of base, technique, and method codes, which together form the activity code combination. Valid base, technique, and method codes and code combinations are set by Branch and cannot be altered or created by District staff.





•	The base code identifies the primary categories of silviculture activities. For example, planting or site preparation. 


•	The technique code indicates the broad categories for accomplishing silviculture work. For example, mechanical versus chemical, air versus ground.


•	The method code describes a specific process for accomplishing work. For example, broadcast burn versus spot burn, windrow versus piling.


Refer to Appendix C, Code Tables, for a list of these codes and detailed descriptions.


Treatment Regime


Treatment regimes are generic sets of activities representing different silviculture and management strategies.�XE "treatment regimes:definition of"� Treatment regimes are created and maintained by each District. Typically, one or two users in the District are responsible for creating and updating treatment regimes, while other District users view, select, and modify them to suit specific requirements as defined by the silviculture prescription.�


When an opening is first created, a standard treatment regime is usually applied to it. However, if you want to use the assigned treatment regime, you must copy the activities that are part of that treatment regime into the ATU schedule. They will not show up on the ATU Schedule screen automatically. If you wish, you can copy activities for a different treatment regime�SYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"�you do not have to use the activities from the treatment regime that was originally assigned. See Chapter 7, Planning and Scheduling Activities, for complete details on treatment regimes.


Project


Projects form the basis of silviculture contracts. There are two types of projects: 





•	�XE "standard project, definition of"�Standard Project: Consists of one or more Activity Treatment Units (ATUs) within a District with treatments that would logically be completed together. A typical example would be a site preparation project that includes all planned ATUs for site preparation in 1997, within Admin. Zone 1, and which are part of the SBFEP. The projects can also contain a combination of ATUs, such as site preparation (SP) and planting (PL). Standard projects are commonly referred to as single-activity projects or "projects" for short.�XE "projects:types of"� 





Project�(Continued)


•	Implementation Project: �XE "implementation project:definition of"�These projects are generally used for administering operational contracts. Implementation projects combine two or more ISIS standard projects with different, but related, base activities. For example, you can create an implementation project that combines two or more juvenile spacing projects.


Projects are identified by a unique, alphanumeric project ID number�XE "Project ID number"� that identifies the activity or type of project, the fiscal year of the project, the District, and the specific project sequence number �(e.g. PL98DIN0001).


See Chapter 8, Managing Projects, and Chapter 9, Recording Activity Results, for complete details.


Record Activity Results 


Project Unit results (or ATUs) are recorded in the Record Activity Results component, and when all accomplishments for a project are recorded, the project is automatically completed by the system.


ISIS recognizes activity base codes which have unique data items related to the operational parameters of the activity. The system will automatically display the screen that applies to the base for which results are to be recorded. As part of recording activity results, actual information is entered into ISIS about the ATU completed. Some base codes have other related screens and functions to which additional information can be entered. Results can be recorded against an ATU within a project or against an ATU that is not within a project. 


See Chapter 8, Managing Projects, and Chapter 9, Recording Activity Results, for complete details.


�
Reports


ISIS provides specialized reporting capabilities that enable users to track workloads, produce schedules, budgets, and plans, using pre-defined formats, and report activity results. The system automatically generates reports based on current information. There are three different kinds of reports:�XE "reports:types of"�


•	Standard Reports: These reports are defined by the system, and you are not required to enter detailed report criteria. These are sometimes referred to as facsimile reports because they are duplicates of existing paper-based reports currently in use. You can print "fill-in-the-blanks" forms, or reports with specific details.


•	Custom Reports: These reports let you include or exclude specific information according to your needs. Data download reports are a type of flexible report in which the information will be formatted for downloading from the mainframe computer to a personal computer.


•	Information Access Reports (SIA): These reports are designed to suit your needs. These reports will be handled by specially trained District staff. The functionality will involve the transfer of ISIS information from a mainframe environment into a PC environment to provide increased reporting flexibility to the knowledgeable District user.


See Chapter 10, ISIS Reporting, for more information on producing reports.


Codes and District Tables


Codes provide a quick and easy way to enter complex or detailed information. For example, BR is a code for Brushing, a base activity. �XE "codes:how used in ISIS"�Tables of codes can be viewed and updated through the District Tables function. Only one or two authorized District users in each organizational unit can use the District Tables component to periodically update the code tables.


See Chapter 11, Managing District Tables, for information on the code tables, and Appendix C, Code Tables, for code descriptions.


Record


A record is similar to a file folder that holds data related to an ISIS component. The computer uses records to store data related to ATUs, openings, standards units, ecology strata, and harvest plans. An opening can hold many sets of records related to other ISIS components.�XE "record"�


Ecostrata


ISIS records unique ecological information on an opening as part of a prescription. Ecostrata (ecology strata) records �XE "record:ecostrata"�are used to define stocking standards. You can add ecostrata records�XE "ecostrata record"� through openings without a prescription as described in Chapter 5, Managing Openings, or through the Prescription component as described in Chapter 6, Managing Prescriptions, for details.�



Standards Unit


A standards unit�XE "standards unit:definition of"� is an area of the prescription that will be managed through the uniform application of silvicultural system, stocking standards and soil conservation standards. See Chapter 6, Managing Prescriptions, for details.


Stocking Standard


Stocking standard�XE "stocking standard:definition of"�s define stocking requirements for a standard unit. See Chapter 6, Managing Prescriptions, for details.


Security Level


�XE "ISIS:authorization to use"�Users must be authorized to use ISIS, and there are five levels of authorization, or security level�XE "security levels"�s. All users can view information within each ISIS component, but you require different levels of authority to add, update, or delete information from the system. See the section Access to the System later in this chapter, or Appendix B, Authorization to Use ISIS, for complete details on the different security levels. �XE "authorization to use ISIS"�


Integration


District users can only access opening data which is in the same Admin. District as their user ID. Region users can view information from any District within their Region. Branch users can update provincial tables and view information from any District.


Integration allows users to easily navigate to components within ISIS, to share data with other Ministry systems, regardless of the system in which it was entered, and to integrate services and procedures with other Ministry computer systems linked to the corporate database. See the section ISIS Integration later in this chapter for complete details.


How ISIS Works


ISIS consists of a network of inter-related components that simplifies the management of:


•	openings 


•	prescriptions 


•	scheduling activities 


•	projects


•	recording results


•	silviculture planning


•	producing reports


•	managing District code tables


•	preparing budgets.


Access to the System


�XE "ISIS:access to system"�Users must be authorized to use ISIS, and there are several levels of authorization, or security levels. Each level restricts users to certain functions. For example, Level 2 is assigned to all District staff and allows users to only view and report on information. You need Level 3 or higher to add, update, or delete information from the system. Higher levels of authority are required to finalize or approve prescriptions, or maintain District tables. The system displays the message Insufficient access authority�XE " insufficient access authority"� when you need a higher level of authority to perform a particular function.


Table 1-1 briefly describes the authorized actions for each security level. Refer to Appendix B, Authorization to Use ISIS, for a more detailed description of the security levels.


Obtaining Security Clearance


�XE "security clearance, obtaining"�If you require access to an ISIS function which you are not currently authorized to use, contact the District Operating Systems Person or the ISIS Specialist�XE "District ISIS Specialist:obtaining security clearance from"�.


�
Table 1-1 describes the authorized actions available at ISIS security levels.


Table 1-1:  Security Levels


Security Level�
Authorized Actions�
�
Level 1�
�XE "security levels"�Display all screens and related information in View mode.�XE "ISIS:security levels"��
�
Level 2�
All Level 1 functions, plus:


•	Print reports and forms.�
�
Level 3�
All Level 1 and 2 functions, plus:


•   Download information to PC-based applications


•	Create new openings and update or delete existing openings.


•   Update prescriptions.


•	Add or update ATU schedules and planning details.


•	Add, update, or delete projects.


•	Record, update or delete activity results.�
�
Level 4�
All Level 1 to 3 functions, plus:


•	Declare an opening Free-Growing.


•	Update District code tables.


•	Initiate amendments to prescriptions.�
�
Level 5�
All Level 1 to 4 functions, plus:


•	Approve prescriptions.


•	Update approved prescriptions.�
�
�
The ISIS Main Menu�XE " ISIS Main Menu:access to system"� is the entry point into ISIS components.
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Access to ISIS Components


ISIS Main Menu Screen


Overview of ISIS Components


ISIS components are Opening Inquiry, Prescriptions, ATU Schedule, Projects, Record Activity Results, Reports and District Tables. Brief descriptions follow.


Opening Inquiry


The Opening Inquiry component �XE "Opening Inquiry component:overview of"�manages opening categories as defined in the Key Concepts section of this chapter. Use the Opening Inquiry component to:


•	create a new opening, record administrative and geographic information for an opening, update an opening and delete an opening


•	assign treatment regimes to an opening


•	view FTAS-related data if opening category 22-1a (TSL, not major licence)


•	view opening land status information and the free-growing status of standards units that apply to the opening


•	view or update information on forest health, soil disturbance and forest cover.


Prescription


The Prescription component�XE "PHSP component:overview of"� provides the framework for creating and maintaining prescriptions. It collects land-based planning information on management objectives, ecological strata, integrated resource assessment, soil conservation, harvesting plans, protection, forest health, free-growing stocking standards, and silviculture plans.


The ISIS Prescription component is to be used for tracking and monitoring the prescriptions, whereas the PC-based SP Program is to be used for data entry and printing purposes.


The Prescription component of ISIS has two functions for viewing, entering and maintaining prescription data:


Prescription�(Continued)


•	The Maintain Prescription function�XE "Maintain Prescription  function:overview of"� is ideally suited for viewing many sequential screens during a single work session. It streamlines the process of viewing or entering prescription data in a sequential manner on the Prescription screens.  Each screen represents a section of the prescription form. In addition, you can switch back and forth between other ISIS components through the available function keys.


•	The Prescription Summary function�XE "Prescription Summary  function:overview of"� is another way to maintain prescription information already entered. You can change a prescription over time, view and update information, enter and update comments, and track progress and status. In addition, you can switch back and forth between other ISIS components through the available function keys.


You can also use the Prescription component to:


•	create a new opening


•	approve prescriptions


•	initiate amendments to a prescription


•	approve a prescription that has undergone an amendment


•	print prescription summaries or amendment history.





You can use the PC version of the prescription to:


•	enter a completed prescription


•	upload a completed prescription into ISIS


•	print a prescription


•	receive a download of prescription data from the mainframe to make changes to the prescription and reprint.


ATU Schedule


The ATU Schedule component�XE "ATU Schedule component:overview of"� helps you plan and schedule Activity Treatment Units (ATUs) for an opening. ATUs form the framework for planning, scheduling, budgeting and reporting. 


This component produces forecasts of District workloads, and reports of silviculture treatment costs. This component also reduces the effort required to track SBFEP sales because ISIS monitors the status of timber sales and automatically adjusts planned treatment dates.�



Use the ATU Schedule component to:


ATU Schedule�(continued)


•	create an original ATU Schedule or a pre-defined treatment regime used as a template to create an initial schedule for an opening


•	enter detailed information on each ATU


•	track progress and reschedule ATUs as needed


•	compare ATU results with planned goals


•	calculate and display planned costs for treatments 


•	forecast your District's workload


•	generate 1 to 20-year silviculture plans automatically


•	produce quarterly and annual activity reports automatically.


Projects


The Projects component�XE "Projects component:overview of"� records basic administrative information about projects, which can then be used to formulate silviculture contracts, and for project reporting. 


Use the Projects component to create and maintain silviculture base projects. You can:


•	create a new standard project or an implementation project


•	assign ATUs to a project, or remove them


•	assign projects to an implementation project, or remove them


•	look at project details and ATU detail information


•	update information for silviculture base projects


•	delete silviculture base projects


•	print project-related forms and reports.


Record Activity Results


The Record Activity Results component�XE "Record Activity Results component:overview of"� records results for various types of activities and streamlines the process by using default planning data. This eliminates the need to retype information already available in the system. If you want to just view results�XE "results:viewing"�, you can do so through the ATU Schedule or the Projects components.


When recording activity results�XE "results:recording for opening-related activities"�, there are other related screens and functions you can use to enter information regarding forest cover, soil disturbance, forest health (pest occurrence), plantability, vegetation composition, DBH and height distribution, and sample tree data. These screens are generally used to enter data collected during a survey. 


However, if survey data is collected as a result of another activity being carried out, it can be recorded on other screens through the Opening Inquiry component or the ATU Schedule component. See Chapter 5, Managing Openings, and Chapter 7, Planning and Scheduling Activities, respectively.


Record Activity Results�(Continued)


Results information, once in the system, will be used to generate program accomplishment reports at the District level, as well as quarterly and annual reports for the Ministry.


Once an activity has started on a land base, you can start recording results. This is an ongoing function. If you are working with an ATU that is in a project, the system automatically completes the project when results are entered for all ATUs within that project.


Use the Record Activity Results component to:


•	record activity results information for an ATU


•	record opening-related information, such as forest cover, soil disturbance and forest health


•	generate summary activity report entry forms.


Reports


The Reports component�XE "Reports component:overview of"� generates reports based on information entered in the other ISIS components. This eliminates the need to re-enter information and reduces the occurrence of data entry errors. You can use these reports to track workloads, report activity results, and produce schedules, budgets and plans.


You can print several different kinds of reports as defined in the Key Concepts section of this chapter: standard, custom or information access, based on your need for detailed information. 


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 9 \h�	For Standard Reports, a list of reports is displayed by the system which defines the component being queried. The reports, selected from a menu, represent the specified detailed data entered for the opening or project within ISIS. The reports duplicate the existing paper-based reports currently in use and it is intended that paper copies, if required, are generated from ISIS. This reporting function is essentially a "point and shoot" selection process from within a specified ISIS component.





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 9 \h�	For Custom Reports, two options for structure are available: pre-defined and flexible. These are used to query specific information about subject areas such as planning, results, prescription and land status information.


�
Reports�(Continued)


The first option is called Pre-defined Reporting. With this choice the report foundation is already structured so that all the user is required to do is choose from the list of reports and select type information about the report column name, such as actual Silviculture Base code, area and completion year. This report is set in a layout which cannot be altered. Once the key information is entered, with the assistance of the prompt facility, a pre-defined report is generated that will give the user detailed information on the parameters selected. The report is generated via a report control screen where the report can be sent to a printer location or to an OV User id. As well, a print total only selection is available on the report control screen which allows the user to have a report showing summary information only. For advanced PC users, there is a facility to create a download file so that data manipulation can be done by the user with a PC software package.


�SYMBOL 254 \f "Wingdings"�


The second option is called Flexible Reporting. With this choice, the list of reports shown has a flexible report foundation that is structured to allow the user to include or exclude information based on a pre-specified list of report column names. The concept is that the user is able to turn on or off report column names to ensure that all the information needs are included based on reporting needs. The key information for the select type is then entered, with the assistance of the prompt facility, for each report column name selected. In addition, the user has the ability to set the information layout and format by deciding on, for example, the sort order of selected columns and whether sums are necessary. The user can also set up summary information only, create a download file or send to an OV Userid.


Note the following: It is necessary for the user to understand the data relationships in ISIS before executing any commands in ISIS Custom Reporting (ISR).


•	When printing reports please note the following as it will affect the response time to your printer:


8:00 a.m. to Noon - all reports are printed from a stack file. No application has priority, rather it is first come first served. Only one report machine is available for printing reports.


Noon to 1:00 p.m. - reports are divided between five printing machines. 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. - same printing capabilities as 8:00 a.m. to Noon.


�
District Tables


The District Tables component�XE "District Tables component:overview of"� provides a listing of tables which are either maintained at the provincial level or District level. The tables maintained by a District provide specific information on how the District goes about the business and practice of silviculture and includes the codes for treatment regimes, location, administrative zone, harvest offset, activity cost estimate and budget table. The provincially maintained codes include the activity combination, FS account cross-reference and the objective combination. The provincially maintained codes provide for a standardization for some of the business requirements.


Most District users do not normally use the District Tables component because commonly used code tables can be viewed as search screens through the ATU Schedule screen and other functions. Authorized District users in each organizational unit will use the Maintain District Tables component to periodically update the code tables. However, all users can look at information in the tables.





Timeliness and Accuracy of Data Entry


�XE "data entry:timeliness and accuracy of"�Whenever you use ISIS to record information, the information becomes readily available province-wide to a number of different Ministry computer systems. Users can have instant access to the most current information at all times, which means you can easily track workloads, report activity results, and produce schedules, budgets, plans and reports based on information as it is entered into the system. 


Regions and Headquarters will be using the database to produce reports, and will expect that all the required information is as up-to-date and complete as possible. Data entry of new information as it becomes available should be an everyday, ongoing task. 


Although ISIS checks the information you enter for logical correctness, it does not check to ensure that information is technically accurate. For example, you could enter a date in the correct date format, but enter the wrong year. It is therefore very important to ensure that the information you enter is as accurate as possible to prevent errors from compounding.


�
Districts are responsible for maintaining their own ISIS-related information.�XE "corporate database:responsibility for maintaining information"�.


�SYMBOL 254 \f "Wingdings"�


Maintaining Database Information


Note the following: When a user is in Update mode on an opening, other single or multiple users can View the opening but cannot update the opening.


Database integration issues with other systems, or responsibilities for database integration, rests with the application custodian at the Business Design Branch. See the next section, ISIS Integration, for details.


ISIS Integration


�XE "ISIS:integration"�ISIS is not a stand-alone application. It depends on data recorded in other Ministry information systems. Similarly, information recorded in ISIS is used by other Ministry systems. Integration �XE "integration "�allows users to easily navigate to components within ISIS, share data with Ministry systems linked to the corporate database, and integrate services and procedures with other Ministry systems. 


Easy navigation to related ISIS components


�XE "components:easy navigation to"�You can quickly navigate anywhere in the system without going through different levels of menus. For example, if you are recording a result in the Record Activity Results component, and want to update a planned future activity, you can navigate to the ATU Schedule by pressing a function key, and get back the same way.


Sharing of data with other Ministry systems


�XE "sharing data with other Ministry systems"�ISIS uses data from other Ministry computer systems, and data entered in ISIS is used by other Ministry applications. For example, TSL harvest completion dates are set and managed by FTAS. When a date change occurs on a cutblock in FTAS, ISIS automatically updates planned ATU dates.


Access to Data in the Corporate Database


The corporate database�XE "corporate database:access to data"� records land-based information that can be accessed by ISIS or other Ministry systems, regardless of the system in which it was entered. This information is identified by a unique code, such as an opening number or licence/cutblock number. For example, for an opening not linked to FTAS, all the details can be accessed by entering the opening number. Similarly, for an opening linked to FTAS, information can be recalled by entering either the opening number or the licence/cutblock number combination. Once data is recorded in the corporate database, ISIS users do not need to enter it again. 


�
Corporate Database Linkage


The corporate database�XE "corporate database:systems linked to"��XE "ISIS:links to related Ministry programs and systems"� stores data that is accessible by all information systems linked to it. This includes information stored by the following applications:


•	CLM - (Client Management System): Stores client information that can be used by all Ministry programs. In ISIS, you can use �eq \x(F5)� Search to look for client information, and enter it by selecting from a list of options that match your specified search specifications.


•	ERA - (Enforcement Action, Administrative Review and Appeal Tracking System): records and tracks the status of potential operational violations, and records tickets issued by Forest Service staff and subsequent status information.


•	FTAS - (Forest Tenure Administrative System): Captures, manages, and reports data about tenure activity by recording tenures, linking tenures with clients and timber marks, and managing tenure-related work events. In ISIS, the licence number, cutblock identifier, cutting permit number, timber mark, and FTAS area are imported from the FTAS database.


•	NIS - (Nursery Information System): Provides an extract information base to allow old nursery data to be exported into ISIS for updating of old records.


•	SPAR - (Seed Planning and Registry System): Records seedlot and sowing request information that can be used in planning planting activities.


•	MLSIS - (Major Licence Silviculture Information System): �XE "MLSIS:link to ISIS"�Only for summary reporting level of activities.


•	FCAP II - (Forest Cover Attribute Processing): �XE "FCAP:link to ISIS"�Stores inventory and silviculture forest cover attribute information collected by Silviculture.


ERA


Presently, ERA is not directly linked to ISIS.  If you are viewing or managing silviculture information, (e.g. prescriptions, contract administration), and a potential violation occurs, record the results in ERA as a separate task.


FTAS 


The FTAS system helps manage the Ministry's tenures and other land-based files. It captures, manages, and reports data about tenure activity by recording tenures, linking tenures with clients and timber marks, and managing tenure-related work events. Some elements of the FTAS system affect the ISIS database, primarily the Small Business Planning aspect and Timber Tenure Administration.


Small Business Planning


The FTAS Small Business Planning (SBP) component is related to the ATU Schedule component of ISIS. FTAS generates five-year Small Business plans, and derives silviculture liability costs from ISIS data. This data is accessed when Small Business Foresters create timber sales in FTAS and assign treatment regime codes to them. Once a treatment regime is assigned, the Small Business Forester can use ISIS tables to calculate silviculture liabilities and plan timber development at the block level. �XE "FTAS:Small Business Planning"�


Small Business Planning �(Continued)


ISIS also depends on information in FTAS files to create five-year Silviculture plans related to SBFEP. Silviculture liabilities for small business timber sales are developed in ISIS and are incorporated into the five-year plans.





Timber Tenure Administration


The Timber Tenure Administration system (TTA) tracks logging activities to the cutblock level. When a licence is issued, the TTA system contains data which is used to validate prescription data entry in ISIS.�XE "FTAS:Timber Tenure Administration"�


If a tenure exists for an opening, the following dates are stored in FTAS and transferred to ISIS: timber sale date, harvest start date, and the silviculture handover date. If an opening does not have tenure, there is no link to FTAS and the above dates are not required by ISIS.


When there are changes in FTAS dates, which ISIS uses for silviculture planning, the affected ISIS planned activities dates are adjusted in the background. The next time you view a screen showing silviculture planning dates, it will display new dates.


MLSIS


Presently, MLSIS integration�XE "MLSIS:link to ISIS"� is the summary reporting (via ISR and SIA) of silviculture activities.  As well, a ML obligation can be entered into ISIS for auditing purposes. If you want to enter a ML opening into ISIS, it should be entered as an opening category of 22-3. This also allows certain ISIS functions to be used on ML obligation data. For example, an Audit ATU could be created and scheduled for an ML block, or once an ML's obligation has ceased, control of the block can be transferred back to the Forest Service.


�XE "Opening Inquiry component:conversion of MLSIS free-growing obligations"��XE "conversion of MLSIS free-growing obligations. Once an MLSIS opening has met free-growing obligations, the opening reverts back to the Crown to manage the stand post free-growing. Software to convert a “free-growing” MLSIS obligation over to ISIS can easily be carried out within ISIS.


From ISIS, move to the command line and type “V MFG”.  This takes you to the Major Licence Free-growing Obligations subprogram.  From here, you type the obligations that you wish to copy to ISIS.  the obligation will be taken out of MLSIS and placed into ISIS.


FCAP


�XE "FCAP:link to ISIS"�The Forest Cover Attribute Processing system is an inventory file that accepts forest cover attribute information collected by Silviculture. This process formats information appropriately into various kinds of data files and creates labels for digital forest cover maps.


�
FCAP�(Continued)


In ISIS, the Record Activity Results component provides the forest cover attribute information on a survey stratum (polygon) basis in a electronic medium similar to the FCAP data format. Forest cover stratum (polygon) results are entered into ISIS at post logging or opening creation stage, at milestone dates such as regeneration delay and free-growing declaration, and at completion of specific activities.


Inter-Relationship of ISIS Components


The inter-relationship of ISIS components�XE "components:inter-relationship of"� enables users to efficiently manage openings, prescriptions and projects, plan, schedule activities and record results, produce reports, prepare budgets and maintain district code tables.


ISIS lets you quickly navigate from one part of the system to another. The Function Key Bar at the bottom of each screen lists the components you can switch to using designated quick access function keys. These keys let you switch between Opening Inquiry, Prescription, ATU Schedule, Projects, Record Activity Results, and Reports. Complete details on the quick access function keys are in Chapter 3, Navigation.


Descriptions of the various ISIS components and their relation to Ministry programs follow.


Opening Inquiry


An opening�XE "Opening Inquiry component:link to other Ministry programs"� provides the framework for linking all the ISIS components. An opening is required in order to collect planning information, schedule activities, define projects, record results, and produce comprehensive reports. Openings are also linked to ecology strata, forest cover attributes, soil conservation, forest health observation records, land status and multiple tenures. 


For areas not covered by an FTAS tenure, you use the opening number to access all information related to the opening. For areas covered by an FTAS tenure, the opening can be accessed in ISIS by specifying either the opening number or the licence/cutblock number.


While using the Opening Inquiry component, you can navigate to the following ISIS components: Prescription, ATU Schedule, Projects, Record Activity Results and Reports.


Prescriptions


�XE "Prescription component:link to other Ministry programs"�Tenure, harvesting, and client information is imported from the Ministry's corporate database and does not have to be re-entered. In turn, prescription data related to standards units, ecology strata, harvest plans and range information is placed in the Ministry's corporate database, and because it is linked to a broad collection of associated information, users across the system have ready access to it.  Prescriptions are linked to the harvest plan of each timber sale.


While using the Prescription component, you can navigate to the following ISIS components: Opening Inquiry, ATU Schedule, Projects, Record Activity Results and Reports.


ATU Schedule


The ATU Schedule component�XE "ATU Schedule component:link to other Ministry programs"� captures planning information for an opening. Some of the information used by ISIS to define ATUs is derived from other ISIS functions or from other systems in the Ministry, such as FTAS and SPAR.


Whenever a date change is made in FTAS or when activity dates are changed in the ATU Schedule, ISIS automatically recalculates the planned dates on the ATU Schedule. This causes a ripple effect throughout the ATU schedule such that all planned dates are moved by an offset. This is called date rippling. ISIS automatically recalculates any planned dates related to the opening, except for dates recorded in the results of the ATUs. 


ATUs are also an integral part of Projects and Record Activity Results.


While using the ATU Schedule component, you can navigate to the following ISIS components: Opening Inquiry, Prescription, Projects, Record Activity Results and Reports.


Projects


Projects�XE "Projects component:link to other Ministry programs"� are linked to openings through the Activity Treatment Unit. ATUs form the basis of all projects.


While using the Projects component, you can switch to the following ISIS components using the quick access function keys: Opening Inquiry, Prescription, ATU Schedule, Record Activity Results and Reports.


Record Activity Results


The Record Activity Results component�XE "Record Activity Results component:link to other Ministry programs"� is currently linked to the Ministry's corporate database.


•	Data regarding activity results is made available to all systems linked to ISIS through the Ministry's corporate database.





While using the Record Activity Results component, you can navigate to the following ISIS components: Opening Inquiry, Prescription, ATU Schedule, Projects and Reports.


District Tables


�XE "District Tables component:link to other Ministry systems"�The District Tables component stores information related to codes used by the ISIS. Once defined, these code definitions remain constant within the system until updated by the District Specialist. 


The District Tables component can only be accessed through the ISIS Main Menu and requires Level 4 or 5 security in order to be updated.


Ongoing Support


ISIS provides various forms of ongoing support for users of the system.  In addition to the ISIS User Guide, there are a number of Handbooks available to assist with task based concerns.


How to Get Help


ISIS �XE "getting help"�makes it very easy to assist you while using the system.


•	The �eq \x(F5)� function key searches for specific records related to openings, projects, ATUs, and many other forms of data.


•	The �eq \x(F4)� function key displays a list of valid codes, if applicable, and a definition of the field where the cursor is positioned. 


In addition to these on-line resources:


•	The BDBHELP userid is available for sending notes to the Business Design Branch.


There are a number of Task-based Systems Handbooks developed to assist with the procedures around a particular task within each component of ISIS.  The handbooks currently developed are:


•	Managing Openings


•	Managing SPs


•	Plans and Scheduling Activities


•	Recording Activity Results


•	Managing Projects
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