July 7, 2009


Submitting Forest Cover to RESULTS for OPENINGS with TREED Retention

Edition 1.2 of the document titled “Submitting Forest Cover to RESULTS for Openings with TREED Retention” has now been posted on the RESULTS web site – Business and Policy documentation.

Background
 In January 2009 edition 1 of the document titled “Submitting Forest Cover to RESULTS for Openings with TREED Retention” was posted on the RESULTS web site – Business and Policy documentation.

The purpose of this document was to provide guidance that describes how to submit forest cover data with long term reserves or short term retention to RESULTS to supplement the RESULTS Information Submission Specifications: Licensee Submissions (RISS-ls) document. 
As a result of this document being posted, a concern related to having to describe very small amounts of dispersed retention was raised by Industry through the Operational Issues Forum within the Coast Region.  Specifically, there was a concern that this document imposed onerous reporting requirements by suggesting that a mature forest cover label be submitted for every polygon or standard unit where only a few scattered trees are retained for a multitude of potential reasons.  To address the concern raised minor changes have made to the document to provide some clarification as to what is considered as low levels of dispersed retention.
Summary of Changes

· Low levels of retention have been quantified as > 5 m2 per hectare of residual basal area.
· The "Dispersed" reserve type classification has been modified to reflect low levels of retention as > 5 m2 per hectare of residual basal area. 
· A footnote was added to further describe that dispersed residual basal area of <  5 m2 per hectare does not need to be reported, although it is considered a best management practice to do so if the retention is linked to a FSP result or strategy or associated with a silviculture system (e.g., seed tree). 

