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The BC River Forecast Centre is maintaining a Flood Watch for:	
· Bulkley River
The Bulkley River has experienced rising flows over the past week due to warmer weather and increased snow melt rates. The Bulkley River at Quick (Water Survey of Canada gauge 08EE004) is currently flowing at 688 m3/s (5-year return period flow) with a gauge height of 2.25 m. The Bulkley River near Smithers (WSC 08EE005) is flowing at 933 m3/s, with a gauge height of 5.06 m. 
Snow melt rates have been elevated over the past several days, with melt rates of 25-30 mm/day being observed at the Lu Lake snow pillow (4B15P) over the past week. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Temperatures are expected to remain warm (22-25˚C in Smithers) through the weekend, and rise to 25-27˚C early next week. River levels continue to rise in response to rapid snow melt, and are expected to continue to rise through the weekend. The Bulkley River at Quick (08EE004) is forecast to rise to 750-800 m3/s (gauge height 2.4-2.5 m) into Monday, while the Bulkley River at Smithers is expected to rise to 1000 m3/s, or an additional rise of 10-20 cm at the gauge (5.15-5.25 m). Additional rises are possible early next week with increasing temperatures. Flooding in low-lying areas is expected, and similar high flow conditions are expected on tributary rivers throughout the Smithers area.
Local residents are reminded to stay clear of streams during the spring runoff period due to highly saturated and unstable riverbank conditions and swiftly flowing water.  Livestock and other possessions of value should be moved to higher terrain if possible. 
The River Forecast Centre will continue to monitor conditions and will provide updates as conditions warrant. 


A High Streamflow Advisory means that river levels are rising or expected to rise rapidly, but that no major flooding is expected.  Minor flooding in low-lying areas is possible.

A Flood Watch means that river levels are rising and will approach or may exceed bankfull.  Flooding of areas adjacent to affected rivers may occur.

A Flood Warning means that river levels have exceeded bankfull or will exceed bankfull imminently, and that flooding of areas adjacent to the rivers affected will result.  


