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[bookmark: _GoBack]The BC River Forecast Centre is maintaining the Flood Watch for the:	
· Bulkley River
Flows on the Bulkley River have dropped slightly this week but continue to fluctuate daily due to snowmelt runoff. The Bulkley River at the Quick gauge (Water Survey of Canada gauge 08EE004) is estimated to be flowing at 733 m3/s (gauge water level is 2.36 m) and the Bulkley River near Smithers (WSC 08EE005) is estimated to be flowing at 980 m3/s with a gauge water level of 5.05 m. 
The weather forecast for the region indicates temperatures are expected to cool by Thursday with continued unsettled conditions and the potential for thunderstorms capable of delivering localized totals of 20 to 25 mm of rain per hour in the upper section of the Bulkley basin. In addition, widespread rain associated with upper low pressure system is expected to bring rainfall amounts in the range of 30 to 50 mm from Thursday to Saturday afternoon. At this point, weather models have uncertainty over the location of the upper low later in the week, and therefore there is associated uncertainty of the location of heaviest rainfall during this event.
Flows on the Bulkley River are expected to continue to drop slowly through Friday. By late Saturday, flows may increase to between 750 to 800 m3/s at the Quick gauge (WSC 08EE004) and between 980 to 1020 m3/s at Smithers (WSC 08EE005), depending on the rain totals.
Due to the uncertainty in the precipitation totals forecasts for late this week, forecast flows may change substantially by Friday. An updated advisory will be issued at that time. The River Forecast Centre will continue to monitor conditions and will provide updates as conditions warrant. 


A High Streamflow Advisory means that river levels are rising or expected to rise rapidly, but that no major flooding is expected.  Minor flooding in low-lying areas is possible.

A Flood Watch means that river levels are rising and will approach or may exceed bankfull.  Flooding of areas adjacent to affected rivers may occur.

A Flood Warning means that river levels have exceeded bankfull or will exceed bankfull imminently, and that flooding of areas adjacent to the rivers affected will result.  


