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The BC River Forecast Centre is maintaining a Flood Watch for:
· Nautley River near Fort Fraser
· Nechako River at Vanderhoof
The BC River Forecast Centre is upgrading the High Streamflow Advisory to a Flood Watch for:
· Nechako River at Isle Pierre and downstream to the confluence with the Fraser River
The Nautley River near Fort Fraser (08JB003) is currently estimated to be flowing at 238 m3/s (estimated gauge water level of 2.8 m). The Stellako River at Glenannan (08JB002) is flowing at 162 m3/s and gauge water level is 3.24 m. Water levels at Francois Lake have also been reported to have eased this week. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Discharge from the Nechako Reservoir is set to 400 m3/s. The Nechako River at Vanderhoof (08JC001) is flowing at 613 m3/s (gauge water level is 5.11 m) and has been rising steadily over the past day as increased releases from Skins Lake Spillway earlier in the week have now travelled downstream. 
The Stuart River near Fort St. James (08JE001) is currently at 324 m3/s (gauge water level is 2.78 m) and has been increasing approximately 6 m3/s (3.3 cm) per day over the past week.
Previously forecasted heavy rainfall totals have not developed in the Nechako basin as the upper low affecting the region shifts eastward towards the Upper Fraser basin.  Over the next 24 hours, 10 to 15 mm of rain are forecast for the Nechako and Vanderhoof areas.  The system has also moved faster than anticipated and drying conditions are expected by Sunday. 
Given the current conditions and the weather forecast, flows on the Nautley River, Stellako River, and Francois Lake are expected to continue to slowly drop over the next five days as snowmelt input begins to recede. Water levels at these sites may increase this spring if substantial rainfall totals affect the basin. However, further water level rises due to snowmelt alone are not probable.
Based on consistent outflows from the Skins Lake Spillway, the Nechako River at Vanderhoof is expected to increase to 650 m3/s (gauge water level 5.28 m) by Sunday and up to 670 m3/s early next week (gauge water level 5.38 m). 
Flows on the Nechako River at Isle Pierre (WSC 08JC002) are at 928 m3/s (gauge water level is 4.7 m) and continue to rise due to increased flows from the upper basin. Rainfall totals may be 15 to 20 mm over the next 24 hours in the Prince George region. With increasing flows from the Stuart River and the expected rain totals, flows at the Isle Pierre gauge are forecast to reach 980 m3/s by Monday and further rises are expected next week.
Water levels on the Fraser River at South Fort George (WSC 08KE018) are at 8.496 m and are expected to slowly increase to 8.7 m by Monday. Further increases in water levels are expected next week at the South Fort George gauge as the upper Fraser River experiences increased flows this weekend and continued higher flows through next week.
Local residents are reminded to stay clear of streams during the spring runoff period due to highly saturated and unstable riverbank conditions and swiftly flowing water. Livestock and other possessions of value should be moved to higher terrain if possible. 
The River Forecast Centre will continue to monitor conditions and will provide updates as conditions warrant. 

A High Streamflow Advisory means that river levels are rising or expected to rise rapidly, but that no major flooding is expected.  Minor flooding in low-lying areas is possible.

A Flood Watch means that river levels are rising and will approach or may exceed bankfull.  Flooding of areas adjacent to affected rivers may occur.

A Flood Warning means that river levels have exceeded bankfull or will exceed bankfull imminently, and that flooding of areas adjacent to the rivers affected will result.  


