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Flood Watch: Somass River
ISSUED: 04 December 4, 2015 3:30pm
The BC River Forecast Centre is issuing a Flood Watch for:
· Somass River basin including the Ash River and Sproat River and smaller streams in the surrounding area
High Streamflow Advisory: East Vancouver Island
UPDATED: 04 December 2015 3:30 PM
The BC River Forecast Centre is maintaining a High Streamflow Advisory for:
· East Vancouver Island including the Tsolum River and Browns River near Courtenay, and the Englishman River and smaller streams in the surrounding areas
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rainfall totals from 80 to 120 mm were recorded on central Vancouver Island over the last two days. High flows were prevalent along eastern Vancouver Island with localized flooding reported in several locations. A series of robust storms are approaching Vancouver Island this weekend and this pattern of storms will continue until next Wednesday. Due to the highly dynamic nature of the approaching systems, the timing and precipitation totals remain difficult to predict for conditions beyond 48 hours.
The next storm will affect Vancouver Island by late Friday night and through the day on Saturday. Forecast rainfall totals range from 80 to 150 mm through to Sunday morning with higher totals along the west coast and central inland headwaters of Vancouver Island. Further details on the storm track and timing are available at the Environment Canada weather blog.
High streamflows are expected in the Somass River basin including the Ash River and Sproat River. Low-lying areas may experience flooding by Saturday afternoon as flows exceed the 2-year return period flow. Based on current forecast conditions, flooding on the Somass River is expected to be more widespread by Sunday if rainfall persists through Saturday night. High flows on the Ash River and Sprout River are expected, however, peak flows are not expected to exceed the 10-year return period flow. 
Along eastern Vancouver Island, streamflows are expected to exceed the 2-year return period flow in major systems by late Saturday and through Sunday. Streamflows on Vancouver Island are forecast to recede by Monday morning ahead of another storm on Tuesday. 
The BC Storm Surge Forecasting Program is indicating a moderate risk of coastal flooding over the weekend at the forecast location in Campbell River. High tides, similar to Thursday’s conditions, are expected around mid-day on Saturday. Details of storm surge forecasts are provided at the B.C. Storm Surge website.
The public is cautioned to stay clear of rivers during rain events due to quickly flowing water and potentially unstable riverbanks.
The River Forecast Centre will continue to monitor conditions and will provide updates as conditions warrant. 

A High Streamflow Advisory means that river levels are rising or expected to rise rapidly, but that no major flooding is expected.  Minor flooding in low-lying areas is possible.

A Flood Watch means that river levels are rising and will approach or may exceed bankfull.  Flooding of areas adjacent to affected rivers may occur.

A Flood Warning means that river levels have exceeded bankfull or will exceed bankfull imminently, and that flooding of areas adjacent to the rivers affected will result.  


