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The BC River Forecast Centre is maintaining a Flood Watch for:
· Somass River basin including the Ash River and Sproat River and smaller streams in the surrounding area
Rainfall totals around central Vancouver Island overnight ranged from 30 to 75 mm with 35 mm recorded at the Beaver Creek Forest Weather Service station. Freezing levels rose to 2000 m along the South Coast and snowmelt was notable at several B.C. MoE automated snow stations in the region. 
The Environment Canada forecast for the next two days indicates that precipitation will occur this evening through to Wednesday morning with totals from 15 to 35 mm in the Somass River basin. Although cooler conditions are expected, snowmelt is still probable at mid-elevations in the basin. On Wednesday, a dry spell through the day will be followed by another system with 20 to 30 mm of precipitation forecast for Wednesday night.
Streamflows in the Ash River decreased overnight but have rebounded today due to runoff from rainfall and snowmelt. Currently, the Ash River is flowing at approximately 146 m3/s at the Water Survey of Canada gauge (08HB023). The Sproat River has increased to 193 m3/s today as measured at the WSC gauge (08HB008). 
With lighter precipitation totals overnight and less rain forecast for Tuesday night, the river forecast modeling for the Somass River near Port Alberni indicates streamflows are likely to peak below the 5-year return period flow overnight. However, based on current weather forecast conditions, there is a possibility that streamflows may increase again on Thursday to levels close to the 5-year return period flow. These river forecast conditions are below the estimated streamflows on the Somass River in December 2014. 
Further details on the storm track and timing are available at the Environment Canada weather blog. Details of storm surge forecasts are provided at the B.C. Storm Surge website.
The public is cautioned to stay clear of rivers during rain events due to quickly flowing water and potentially unstable riverbanks.
The River Forecast Centre will continue to monitor conditions and will provide updates as conditions warrant.


A High Streamflow Advisory means that river levels are rising or expected to rise rapidly, but that no major flooding is expected.  Minor flooding in low-lying areas is possible.
A Flood Watch means that river levels are rising and will approach or may exceed bankfull.  Flooding of areas adjacent to affected rivers may occur.
A Flood Warning means that river levels have exceeded bankfull or will exceed bankfull imminently, and that flooding of areas adjacent to the rivers affected will result.
