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High Streamflow Advisory Maintained: Somass River
Downgraded from Flood Watch: December 6, 2015 12:10pm
[bookmark: _GoBack]The BC River Forecast Centre is downgrading the Flood Watch to a High Streamflow Advisory for:
1. Somass River basin including the Ash River and Sproat River and smaller streams in the surrounding area
High Streamflow Advisory Ended: East Vancouver Island
December 6, 2015 12:10pm
The BC River Forecast Centre is ending the High Streamflow Advisory for:
1. East Vancouver Island including the Tsolum River and Browns River near Courtenay, and the Englishman River and smaller streams in the surrounding areas
The 24 hour total rainfall, ranging from 50 mm to 150 mm, has been recorded over southwest Vancouver Island including Port Alberni and the Somass River watershed. The Somass River including the Ash and Sproat Rivers have responded to the rainfall and are still rising slightly or leveling off. Environment Canada forecasts less than 50 mm for the rest of today into Monday, and as such, dramatic rises are not expected in these rivers for the rest of today and into Monday.  However, Environment Canada forecasts a 24-hour rainfall ranging from 40 mm to 70 mm from Tuesday to Thursday. Additional rises of river levels are therefore expected from Tuesday night. Depending on the amount of rainfall and how much the rivers recede between now and Tuesday will determine the risk of flooding from the forecast Tuesday storm.
The 24-hour total rainfall of approximately 50 mm to 80 mm has occurred on the east side of Vancouver Island, with rainfall easing this morning. Environment Canada forecasts about 10 mm for the rest of today into Monday. The rivers on the east side of Vancouver Island including the Tsolum River, the Browns River and the Englishman River are receding but minor fluctuations are expected the rest of today and into Monday but are forecast to be below levels of concern.  
In the current situation, the public is advised to use caution around rivers and adjacent low-lying areas.
Another storm is forecast to cross the south coast on Tuesday with rising freezing levels.  The River Forecast Centre will continue to monitor conditions and will provide updates as conditions warrant.


A High Streamflow Advisory means that river levels are rising or expected to rise rapidly, but that no major flooding is expected.  Minor flooding in low-lying areas is possible.
A Flood Watch means that river levels are rising and will approach or may exceed bankfull.  Flooding of areas adjacent to affected rivers may occur.
A Flood Warning means that river levels have exceeded bankfull or will exceed bankfull imminently, and that flooding of areas adjacent to the rivers affected will result.
