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The BC River Forecast Centre is downgrading a Flood Watch to a High Streamflow Advisory for:
· Somass River basin including the Ash River and Sproat River and smaller streams in the surrounding area
Rainfall totals around central Vancouver Island overnight ranged from 10 to 45 mm with 13 mm recorded at the Beaver Creek Forest Weather Service station. Freezing levels were lower than Tuesday’s warm event, although snow melt at mid-elevations persists. 
The precipitation forecast for the next two days indicates that 20 to 30 mm of rain is expected in the Somass River basin beginning Thursday afternoon and through the evening and temperatures are expect to continue to cool.
Streamflows in the Ash River at the Water Survey of Canada gauge (08HB023) have remained steady around 145 m3/s overnight and have been slowly decreasing this morning. The Sproat River at the WSC gauge (08HB008) has been steady at approximately 200 m3/s overnight. 
River forecast modeling for the Somass River near Port Alberni indicates streamflows are likely to remain close to current conditions, with minor fluctuations in streamflows probable for the next several days due to high storage in the basin.
Looking ahead, there is potential for higher flows by late Saturday due to another storm system expected on Saturday morning. Although forecast precipitation totals are variable at this time, localized flooding in low-lying areas is possible by Saturday afternoon. Widespread flooding is not anticipated at this time. 
The public is cautioned to stay clear of rivers during high streamflow conditions due to quickly flowing water and potentially unstable riverbanks.
The River Forecast Centre will continue to monitor conditions and will provide updates as conditions warrant.


A High Streamflow Advisory means that river levels are rising or expected to rise rapidly, but that no major flooding is expected.  Minor flooding in low-lying areas is possible.
A Flood Watch means that river levels are rising and will approach or may exceed bankfull.  Flooding of areas adjacent to affected rivers may occur.
A Flood Warning means that river levels have exceeded bankfull or will exceed bankfull imminently, and that flooding of areas adjacent to the rivers affected will result.
