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ISSUED: January 28, 2016 9:00 am
The BC River Forecast Centre is issuing a Flood Warning for East Vancouver Island basins including:
· Chemainus River
· Englishman River
· Browns and Tsolum Rivers near Courtenay
· Oyster River
The BC River Forecast Centre is issuing a Flood Watch for Central and West Vancouver Island basins including:
· Gold River
· Somass River near Port Alberni, and tributaries in the region
An intense Pacific storm system tracked over Vancouver Island last night dropping 50 to 230 mm over Vancouver Island drainage basins. Conditions are expected to be drier today and Friday, and will bring improved river levels. 
Streamflow conditions as of 6:00 am this morning:
· Chemainus River (08HA001): 550m3/s; water level is 3.39m on the Water Survey of Canada gauge and have risen approximately 14 cm/hour since midnight.
· Englishman River (WSC 08HB002) are 350 m3/s; water level is 3.85m on the WSC gauge and have risen approximately 14 cm/hour since midnight.
· Browns River (WSC 08HB025): 126 m3/s; water level is 7.4m on the WSC gauge and have dropped this morning.
· Tsolum River (WSC 08HB011): 272 m3/s; water level is 4.14m on the WSC gauge and have risen approximately 5 cm/hour since midnight and are close to peak conditions.
· Oyster River (WSC 08HD011): 326 m3/s; water level is 2.83m on the WSC gauge and have risen approximately 3cm/hour since midnight 
· Gold River (WSC 08HC001): 1842 m3/s; water level is 5.58m on the WSC gauge and are close to peak conditions 
· Streamflows in the Ash River (08HB023) and Sproat River (08HB008) are currently 190 m3/s and 169 m3/s respectively. Water levels on the Ash River are at 2.4m and have risen approximately 3cm/hour since midnight. Water levels on the Sproat River at 3.47m and have risen 6cm/hour since midnight. Both streams continue to rise this morning and are anticipated to peak by Thursday evening. Water levels on the Somass River will continue to rise today with potential for flooding in low-lying areas. 
The public is cautioned to stay clear of rivers during high flow conditions due to quickly flowing water and potentially unstable riverbanks.
The River Forecast Centre will continue to monitor conditions and will provide updates as conditions warrant.


A High Streamflow Advisory means that river levels are rising or expected to rise rapidly, but that no major flooding is expected.  Minor flooding in low-lying areas is possible.
A Flood Watch means that river levels are rising and will approach or may exceed bankfull.  Flooding of areas adjacent to affected rivers may occur.
A Flood Warning means that river levels have exceeded bankfull or will exceed bankfull imminently, and that flooding of areas adjacent to the rivers affected will result.
