[bookmark: _GoBack]FLNR-led Stewardship Funding Initiatives[footnoteRef:1] [1:  This document discusses the four main stewardship funding initiatives led by FLNR; it does not include narrowly-focussed internal funding for Research, Monitoring, or Cumulative Effects Assessments. Further work could be done to inventory the full suite of BC-based non-Government funding sources available to communities to support the objectives of the Rural Dividend Program.] 

	Program
	Purpose
	Eligibility Criteria
	Funding

	Rural Dividend Program
	· Help struggling communities reinvigorate and diversify their local economies
· Applies to rural communities with less than 25,000 residents
· Launches in April 2016
	· Specific application criteria will be available April 4, 2016
· General intent: (a) build capacity of rural communities to respond to changing circumstances, and (b) promote economic diversification
· Eligible communities: those with less than 25,000 residents that are:
· municipal or regional governments
· First Nations band councils or corporations controlled by First Nations
· not-for-profit organizations
· unincorporated areas (through a regional government or non-profit entity)
· for-profit businesses can be secondary applicants on applications from eligible primary applicants
	$75 million total ($25 million/yr for 3 years starting 2016-17)

	Forest Enhancement Society
	· Protect BC communities against future wildfires and other natural disasters (UBCM commitment)
· Establish ‘Forest Enhancement Society of BC’ to advance wildfire prevention and mitigation objectives through salvage harvesting, forest fuel management, reforestation and habitat restoration
· BCTS will auction harvest opportunities with revenues going back into FEP
	· Fuel management – mitigation, prevention and other treatments to reduce the wildfire risk in areas beyond or not treated via existing Government programs (i.e., Strategic Wildfire Prevention Initiative).
· Interior Rehabilitation – salvage harvesting and reforestation of areas affected by the MPB and other events (wildfire).  Silviculture activities are funded through LBIS and implemented via FFT program.
· Coastal Rehabilitation – salvage harvesting and reforestation on coastal problem forest types (Hemlock Balsam higher elevation stands). 
· Wildlife restoration – treatments to restore wildlife habitat in stands severely impacted by wildfires and mountain pine beetle in Interior.
	$85 million

	Strategic Wildfire Prevention Initiative
	· Follows through on above-noted UBCM commitment
· Help local governments and First Nations significantly reduce wildfire risks around their communities
	· Community wildfire protection plans
· Fire smart planning activities
· Fuel management projects
	$10 million

	Land Based Investment
	· Recover areas impacted by catastrophic disturbance, with a focus on areas impacted by mountain pine beetle and wildfire
· received $12 million increase over 2015-16 funds ($10 million of that goes towards silviculture activities under FFT)
	· Forests for Tomorrow (FFT):
· reforestation of areas disturbed by wildfires and MPB
· timber supply mitigation through incremental silviculture: fertilization, spacing, backlog brushing in central interior (economic fibre-baskets)
· Forest health: managing and preventing impacts of insects/disease on tree growth to protect short and mid-term timber supply
· Tree improvement: tree breeding, seed production in orchards, and modification of seed transfer guidance to establish faster growing trees, increase wood value, and enhance resilience to climate change
· Inventory:
· Forest inventory and growth and yield activities
· Ecosystem delineation and site productivity updates for EBM units on Coast
· Visual quality updates for priority units in Interior and EBM units on Coast
· Fire management: creation of fire risk planning tools
· Fish passage: culvert assessments in high value watersheds without fish stream culvert assessment data; provides basis for site remediation priorities
· Ecosystem restoration: recovery of degraded, damaged or destroyed ecosystems through re-establishing structural characteristics, species composition, and ecological processes
· Invasive species: managing and preventing impacts of invasive species on forests and grasslands
· Water: providing information on risks to water and water-related resources
· Wildlife:
· Fish and wildlife inventory: inventories to address FN concerns with fish/wildlife populations, and to identify extent of moose declines
· Species at risk: identify protection and management actions for priority species at risk
· Habitat: prioritize develop GAR implementation strategies for wildlife habitat based on priority species at risk in Conservation Framework
· Range: restore range areas impacted by MPB, wildfire and drought
· Recreation sites and trails: maintenance and rehabilitation of sites and trails
	$74.84 million for 2016/17 (budget breakdown for 2016-17 not available)
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