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[image: image2.emf]Workshop Objectives

During this workshop you will:



complete most of your WLP



understand the links between WLP content and 

practice requirements



learn which parts of the WLP must be signed by 

an RPF

3

3



	
[image: image3.emf]The Basic Components of a 

Woodlot Licence Plan



Map and information



Areas where harvesting will 

be avoided or modified 



Strategy for FN cultural 

heritage resources



Wildlife tree retention 

strategy



Stocking standards 



2 written measures 



Alternative Performance 

Requirements (optional)



Signatures 



Supplemental Information

Gavin Lake

Use a portion of UBC/Alex 

Fraser Research Forest (Gavin 

Lake Block) with Lakes, 

streams, roads, topography as 

an example.  Area shown about 

600 ha.
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[image: image4.emf]Woodlot Licence Plan Template

A large part of the workshop will be spent 

filling out a version of the WLP template that 

provides example wording to help you 

create your own WLP.
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[image: image6.emf]Signature of the WL Holder



If a WL is held by a corporation or FN band, the WLP 

must be signed by a person authorized on behalf of the 

corporation or FN band 



If a WL is held by an individual, the WLP must be signed 

by the WL holder or a person authorized by the WL 

holder



A WL holder can provide a letter to the District Manager 

indicating another person is authorized to sign on 

behalf of the WL holder 
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[image: image7.emf]The Woodlot Licence Plan 

Area

The Woodlot Licence Plan 



Should normally cover the entire woodlot licence area 



Can cover a smaller area if the District Manager is 

satisfied no timber harvesting or road construction will 

take place on the area not being addressed



Under normal circumstances CPs and RPs can only be 

issued over areas covered by the WLP

Gavin Lake

Clearly identify if a 

portion of the woodlot 

licence area is not 

covered by the plan!
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Topography

Information from Existing Maps



Forest Cover



Topography (Contours)



Streams, Wetlands & Lakes



Fish Streams

Utilities
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Forest Cover
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

Biogeoclimatic 

Ecosystem Classification 

to the Subzone



Public Utilities on Crown 

Land



	
[image: image10.emf]Wildlife Habitat Areas 



Wildlife habitat areas must be identified on the WLP 

map or text unless the DM grants an exemption 

because the location of the wildlife habitat area must 

not be disclosed



“Primary forest activities” (harvesting, silviculture 

treatments, road construction, maintenance and 

deactivation) must comply with any general wildlife 

measure established for a wildlife habitat area  
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

Scenic areas need to be identified or described on the 

WLP map or in the WLP text



Do not identify the visual sensitivity classes that apply 

to parts of the scenic area as this will require the WLP 

to be amended when visual quality objectives are 

established

Gavin Lake
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[image: image12.emf]Ungulate Winter Ranges 



Any ungulate winter ranges need to be identified on the 

WLP map or text 



Understand any objectives or general wildlife measures 

for the ungulate winter range  

Mule Deer 

Winter Range

Gavin Lake
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[image: image13.emf]Community or Fisheries Sensitive 

Watersheds 



The WLP must identify or describe 

any community watersheds or 

fisheries sensitive watersheds 

which overlap the WL area



WLP must be consistent with any 

water quality objectives for a 

community watershed or any 

fisheries sensitive watershed 

objectives.

14

14



	
[image: image14.emf]Community or Domestic Water 

Supply Infrastructures  



The WLP must identify or describe any community or 

domestic water supply intakes that are licensed under 

the 

Water Act

and any related water supply 

infrastructures which exist on or adjacent to the WL 

area
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Slopes >60%

Contiguous areas of sensitive soil



The WLP must identify contiguous areas of sensitive 

soil



Sensitive soil is defined as



an area with a slope > 60 % or indicators of potential slope 

instability

Gavin Lake
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[image: image16.emf]Maps and Information for Roads 



Existing Roads



Temporary and Permanent barricades to restrict vehicle 

access

Gavin Lake
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[image: image17.emf]Private Property 



Private property within or adjacent to the woodlot 

licence area must be identified or described in the WL 

plan



adjacent is no longer defined in regulation but means 

near or contiguous

Gavin Lake

Private Land
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[image: image18.emf]Certain are Confidential

Resource Features

Gavin Lake



Resource 

Features
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•

Karst

•

Range Developments

•

Research Plots

•

Snow Course

•

Cultural Heritage 

Resource associated 

with traditional use

•

Recreation sites, 

trails, facilities and 

features
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Woodlot Licence Plan Area
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Section 7 of the WLPPR indicates a WL holder must ensure that the holder’s WL plan addresses the entire WL area, unless the district manager is satisfied that a smaller area is sufficient because no timber harvesting or road construction will take place on the area not being addressed. 



Check the box to indicate the WLP covers the entire WL area, 

OR

Check the box to indicate the WLP covers a portion of the WL area. Provide a clear description of the portion of the WL area that is addressed by the WLP (e.g. the WLP addresses the Crown land portion of the WL but not the private Schedule A land).  Alternatively indicate that the WLP map in Appendix III clearly shows the portion of the WL area that is or is not addressed by the WLP.



Creating a WLP that covers the entire WL area provides maximum flexibility to harvest and construct roads anywhere within the WL area.  Remember that the WLP will most likely be approved for a term of 10 years and could be extended for an additional 10 years.  It may be necessary to harvest or construct roads in the future on areas where it seems unlikely at this point in time. 
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Woodlot Licence Plan Template

A large part of the workshop will be spent filling out a version of the WLP template that provides example wording to help you create your own WLP.
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The remainder of the workshop will be spent working with a revised version of the MoF Woodlot Licence Plan template and your WL map to prepare a draft woodlot licence plan for your WL.



The Woodlot Licence Plan template is a convenient document created to capture all the legally required information.



It is available through the MoF link at FBCWA web site: http://www.woodlot.bc.ca 



Also available at the Ministry of Forests and Range Woodlot Licence Program website at:

www.for.gov.bc.ca/hth/woodlots/woodlot.htm



Once you open the MoFR Woodlot Licence Program website, click on Provincial Woodlot Program, then click on Operational Plans and select the Woodlot Licence Plan. 
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Workshop Objectives

During this workshop you will:

		complete most of your WLP

		understand the links between WLP content and practice requirements

		learn which parts of the WLP must be signed by an RPF
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		Introduce presenters, developers

		Round-table self introductions

		Introduce Today’s Training:

		The Federation of BC Woodlot Associations has been involved from an early stage in developing the policy changes associated with the woodlot licence plan (WLP) that you’ll be learning to implement today.

		Today’s workshop is a joint effort between the Federation of BC Woodlot Associations and the Ministry of Forests and Range (MoFR).

		Funding for the development and delivery of the training materials has been jointly coordinated and is, in part, from the Forest Investment Account (FIA). 
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The Basic Components of a Woodlot Licence Plan

		Map and information

		Areas where harvesting will be avoided or modified 

		Strategy for FN cultural heritage resources

		Wildlife tree retention strategy



		Stocking standards 

		2 written measures 

		Alternative Performance Requirements (optional)

		Signatures 

		Supplemental Information



Use a portion of UBC/Alex Fraser Research Forest (Gavin Lake Block) with Lakes, streams, roads, topography as an example.  Area shown about 600 ha.
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Gavin Lake



This slide lists the basic components of a woodlot licence plan (WLP).  

The WLP should be relatively easy and inexpensive to prepare consisting of +/- 10 pages of text and a map. 

If the WL holder accepts the default performance requirements in the Woodlot Licence Planning and Practices Regulation (WLPPR) there may be no need to propose alternative performance requirements in the WLP. 

A default performance requirement is a requirement, stated in the WLPPR, which meets the expectations of government with respect to achieving the objectives set by government.  A default performance requirement is an amount (i.e. a maximum soil disturbance limit), a distance (i.e. width of a riparian reserve zone) or measure relating to a resource value (must not damage a resource feature) which may be accepted in the WLP and then must be achieved ‘on-the-ground’. 

It is recommended that you accept the default performance requirements (unless you won’t be able to comply with them), get the WLP approved and a CP/RP issued.  At a later date you can always request an amendment to the WLP by proposing an alternate performance requirement if you feel you need to change a default performance requirements you will have trouble complying with.

Supplemental information is not part of the WLP but is only provided to the district manager with the WLP that is submitted for approval.  It consists of things like a copy of the newspaper advertisement required to initiate public review and comment, any written comments received during the review and referral process, any rationales that are required to support proposed alternative performance requirements, etc.   
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Signature of the WL Holder

		If a WL is held by a corporation or FN band, the WLP must be signed by a person authorized on behalf of the corporation or FN band 

		If a WL is held by an individual, the WLP must be signed by the WL holder or a person authorized by the WL holder

		A WL holder can provide a letter to the District Manager indicating another person is authorized to sign on behalf of the WL holder 
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FRPA section 13(4) states: A WLP or an amendment to a WLP must be signed by the person required to prepare the plan, if an individual or, if a corporation or band as defined in the Indian Act (Canada), by an individual or the individuals authorized to sign on behalf of the corporation.



WLPPR section 16 states: Despite section 13 (4) of the Act, a WLP may be signed by a person who is authorized by the WL holder to sign the plan on behalf of the holder.
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Woodlot Licence Plan Term 







6



The normal term of a woodlot licence plan is 10 years.



Section 14(1) of the Forest and Range Practices Act (FRPA) indicates the term of a WLP is 10 years and begins on the date specified in writing by the district manager in approving the plan.  

If you are proposing a 10 year term for the WLP, enter the year when you believe the WLP will be approved by the district manager as the ‘Start Year’ and enter an ‘End Year’ that is  10 years later than the ‘Start Year’.  

 

Section 6(1) of the WLPPR indicates a WL holder is exempt from having a WLP with a 10 year term if

(a) the remaining term of the WL is less than 10 years, or

(b) the district manager is satisfied that the WL holder cannot reasonably plan for a period of 10 years because of reasons beyond the control of the WL holder. 



If the remaining term of a non-replaceable WL is < 10 years enter the year and date the WL is due to expire as the ‘End Year’.



If an exemption to allow a term of < 10 years is desired, it should be requested and granted by the district manager before the WLP is advertised for review and comment.  Enter the ‘End Year’ for the shorter term and provide a copy of the exemption in the supplemental information that is provided with the WLP that is submitted for approval.



Recommendation: Unless there are special circumstances, propose a standard 10 year term for the WLP.  Although the district manager might approve a WLP for a term of < 10 years there are obvious disadvantages in having to prepare and obtain approval of a WLP more frequently than every 10 years.  



Shorter terms of approval could be approved for a WLP that covers all or a portion of a WL area where harvesting needs to be expedited to salvage timber that has been damaged by a fire, a windstorm or other catastrophic events. 
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The Woodlot Licence Plan Area





The Woodlot Licence Plan 

		Should normally cover the entire woodlot licence area 

		Can cover a smaller area if the District Manager is satisfied no timber harvesting or road construction will take place on the area not being addressed

		Under normal circumstances CPs and RPs can only be issued over areas covered by the WLP



Clearly identify if a portion of the woodlot licence area is not covered by the plan!
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Gavin Lake



Recommendation: Include the entire WL area in the WLP to avoid being restricted on where you may carry out harvesting and road construction.



The option of preparing a WLP for a portion of the WL area may be a possibility for a situation where there is controversy (e.g. potential roadblocks) on a portion of a WL area and the WL holder would prefer to exclude the area from the WLP and prepare a WLP to allow operations in another portion of the WL area. 



If a fire, windstorm or other catastrophic event requires immediate harvesting, it may be possible to receive emergency approval of a short term WLP for the portion of the WL area damaged by the catastrophic event. 
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Ungulate Winter Ranges 

		Any ungulate winter ranges need to be identified on the WLP map or text 

		Understand any objectives or general wildlife measures for the ungulate winter range  
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Mule Deer Winter Range







Gavin Lake



WLPPR section 8(1)(j) requires the WLP to present information and maps that identify or describes any ungulate winter ranges;



In the WLP template, under the heading MAP AND INFORMATION - Ungulate Winter Range, indicate if an ungulate winter range has been established over all or a portion of the WL area and indicate the species of ungulates for which the winter range was established.  



Information on established ungulate winter ranges can be obtained from the Ministry of Environment website at http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/wld/uwr/index.html  Once you have accessed the Ungulate Winter Range website, click on link entitled “Approved Ungulate Winter Ranges” to go to a table providing links to information on each established ungulate winter range including:

		a copy of the official order establishing the ungulate winter range, 

		the approved ungulate winter range objectives that the WLP needs to be consistent with, if any

		the approved general wildlife measures for the ungulate winter range, if any

		a link to digital maps of the ungulate winter range.  





Note: While older ungulate winter ranges, established under the Code, may have approved objectives or preliminary guidelines, newer ungulate winter ranges established under the Government Actions Regulation usually have general wildlife measures.  WLPPR s. 55 requires primary forest activities (harvesting, silviculture treatments, road construction, maintenance and deactivation) to comply with general wildlife measures unless an exemption is provided by the regional manager for the Ministry of Environment.  MOE intends to create general wildlife measures for all ungulate winter ranges. New general wildlife measures will apply to any new CPs and RPs that are issued after the general wildlife measures are established. 



Due Diligence: Obtain a copy of the official order establishing the ungulate winter range, read it over carefully and keep it with your own personal copy of the WLP.  Make sure you understand the boundaries of the ungulate winter range and any objectives or general wildlife measures associated with the order.  Talk to regional wildlife staff with the Ministry of Environment (MoE)  to confirm where the ungulate winter range exists and any other requirements associated with objectives or general wildlife measures that are not clear.  Keep informed about the establishment of new general wildlife measures, especially if they have yet to be developed for your ungulate winter range. 
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Wildlife Habitat Areas 

		Wildlife habitat areas must be identified on the WLP map or text unless the DM grants an exemption because the location of the wildlife habitat area must not be disclosed

		“Primary forest activities” (harvesting, silviculture treatments, road construction, maintenance and deactivation) must comply with any general wildlife measure established for a wildlife habitat area  
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WLPPR section 8(1)(h) requires the WLP to present information and maps that identify or describes any “wildlife habitat area”

Wildlife habitat areas are mapped areas of land that the minister responsible for the Wildlife Act (or the minister’s delegate), establishes, if satisfied that the mapped area is necessary to meet the habitat requirements of a species at risk or a species of regionally important wildlife.  The minister responsible for the Wildlife Act (or the minister’s delegate), may also establish objectives or a general wildlife measure for the wildlife habitat area. 

In the WLP template, under the heading MAP AND INFORMATION  - Wildlife Habitat Areas, indicate if a wildlife habitat area has been established within the WL area unless an exemption from providing information on the wildlife habitat area is approved by the district manager.  

The established objectives or general wildlife measures for the wildlife habitat area do not need to be included in the WLP but the WLP must be consistent with any approved any wildlife habitat area objectives.   

Note: While older wildlife habitat areas that were established under the Code may have approved objectives, newer wildlife habitat areas established under the Government Actions Regulation have general wildlife measures instead of objectives.  WLPPR section 55 requires that primary forest activities must comply with general wildlife measures (unless an exemption is provided by a delegate of the minister responsible for the Wildlife Act under WLPPR section 79(1).  

Due Diligence: Obtain a copy of the official order establishing the wildlife habitat area, read it over carefully and keep it with your own personal copy of the WLP.  Make sure you understand the boundaries of the wildlife habitat area and any objectives or general wildlife measures associated with the order.  Talk to regional wildlife staff with the Ministry of Environment (MoE)  to confirm where the wildlife habitat area exists, if it is OK to identify the location in the WLP and any other requirements associated with objectives or general wildlife measures that are not clear.  If it is not desirable to disclose the location ask the District Manager for an exemption as previously described.  An indication from MoE wildlife staff that the location of the wildlife habitat should not be disclosed should provide a rationale for the District Manager to grant the exemption.



Information on established wildlife habitat areas can be obtained from the Ministry of Environment website at http://wlapwww.gov.bc.cai-bin/apps/faw/wharesults.cgi?  
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Information from Existing Maps

		Forest Cover	

		Topography (Contours)

		Streams, Wetlands & Lakes

		Fish Streams
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		Biogeoclimatic Ecosystem Classification to the Subzone

		Public Utilities on Crown Land





Gavin Lake

Topography



Utilities
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A lot of the required information is already shown on existing maps and should have been on the most recent WL forest development plan map. 

(a) forest cover is available on terrain and resource inventory (TRIM) maps.  If better forest cover information is available from a recent detailed inventory of the WL then this information could be used for the WLP map.  

(b) topography is usually available on TRIM maps and should be included on the WLP map unless an exemption is obtained from the DM.

(c) the location  and riparian class of streams, wetlands and lakes shown on government-endorsed (i) forest cover maps, (ii) terrain resource inventory maps, and (iii) fish and fish habitat inventory maps 

The intent is to identify on the WLP map those streams, wetlands and lakes that are shown on any of the listed maps that have been endorsed by government. It is not necessary to show streams, wetlands or lakes that are too small to show up on any of these government-endorsed maps.  Similarly, the riparian class of a stream, wetland or lake need only be shown if it is indicated on a government–endorsed map.  



Due Diligence: Showing the riparian classes of streams, wetlands and lakes that are not identified on the government-endorsed maps is a desirable due diligence exercise but is not mandatory for the WLP.  Before you harvest near these features it is important to know the riparian class of streams, wetlands and lakes so that the correct width of the riparian reserve zone and riparian management zone can be established and appropriately managed. Having accurate information on the size of riparian reserve zones and management zones allows you to prepare a better wildlife tree retention strategy and address any cultural heritage resources that may be associated with riparian features.

(d) any of the streams identified in paragraph (c) that are fish streams The intent of this requirement is to identify any of the streams or stream reaches that are shown on the government-endorsed maps that are fish streams. If a riparian class is provided for a stream outside of a community watershed it is not necessary to provide additional indication that the stream is a fish stream.  

		 the biogeoclimatic ecosystem classification of the area, to the subzone level needs to be shown of the WLP map unless the exempted by the District Manager or described in the text of the WLP. “biogeoclimatic ecosystem classification” means a hierarchical classification system of ecosystems as described in the Ministry of Forests’ publication, Biogeoclimatic Ecosystem Classification Codes and Names, as amended from time to time; therefore use the naming conventions outlined in this publication.   The following is a link to this document:  http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hre/becweb/standards-becdb.htm  .  The following website provides access to maps of biogeoclimatic subzones: ftp:ftp.for.gov.bc.ca/hre/external/!publish/becmaps/PaperMaps/FieldMapsIndex.htm



(f) public utilities on Crown land including (i) transmission lines, (ii) gas and oil pipelines, and (iii) railways; The right of ways for these utilities should be indicated on the forest cover maps and may only need to be further identified as to the type of utility in the legend. If a public utilities doesn’t show up on the most current TRIM maps it may be possible to get a copy of a map from the public utility and digitize the location onto the WLP map.  
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Scenic Areas 

		Scenic areas need to be identified or described on the WLP map or in the WLP text

		Do not identify the visual sensitivity classes that apply to parts of the scenic area as this will require the WLP to be amended when visual quality objectives are established
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Gavin Lake







Scenic Areas



Note: Scenic areas may have established Visual Quality Objectives (VQOs)  such a “partial retention”, which are designed to protect the scenic values of the area. Where Visual Quality Objectives have not yet been established for a Scenic Area, the visual sensitivity class applies under WLPPR section 59.1. The VQO’s or visual sensitivity classes can be found on visual inventory maps, and a description of VQOs and management guidance can be found in the “Visual Impact Assessment Guidebook” (January 2001).



It is doubtful that the Land and Resource Data Warehouse has the most current visual inventory maps available electronically so always contact the MoF District Office to ensure you have the most current information.





WLPPR section 8(1)(i) only requires the WLP to present information and maps that identify or describes any scenic areas;

In the WLP template, under the heading MAP AND INFORMATION - Scenic Areas, indicate if scenic areas have been established over the WL area.  The text of the WLP should not indicate if visual quality objectives (VQOs) have been established for the scenic area.  The WLP map should only display the boundaries of the scenic area within the WL area.  Polygons with different visual sensitivity classes should not be identified as this will cause problems with the operation the WLPPR once VQOs are established.  



Sections 59 and 59.1 of the WLPPR requires “primary forest activities” (harvesting, silviculture treatments and road construction, maintenance and deactivation) to be consistent with the applicable visual quality objective or visual sensitivity class, unless exempted by the District Manager. 
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Community or Domestic Water Supply Infrastructures  

		The WLP must identify or describe any community or domestic water supply intakes that are licensed under the Water Act and any related water supply infrastructures which exist on or adjacent to the WL area
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Section 8(1)(l) of the WLPPR requires the WLP to identify or describe community or domestic water supply intakes that are licensed under the Water Act and any related water supply infrastructures  (i.e. a water storage infrastructure or water delivery infrastructure) which exist on or adjacent the WL area.  



The following website provides the location of licensed domestic water intakes through the Land and Resource Data Warehouse: http://srmwww.gov.bc.ca/g/lrdw.html



WLPPR section 47 requires that a WL holder carrying out a primary forest activity must not cause material that is harmful to human health to be deposited or transported into water that is diverted for human consumption by a licensed waterworks (this would apply to community and domestic water licences).   

WLPPR section 48(1) requires that a WL holder carrying out a primary forest activity must not damage a “licensed waterworks” (a licensed water intake, storage or delivery infrastructure).

Also see WLPPR sections 46, 48(2), 49, 50 and 51 for additional requirement that apply in community watersheds. 
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Community or Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds 

		The WLP must identify or describe any community watersheds or fisheries sensitive watersheds which overlap the WL area



		WLP must be consistent with any water quality objectives for a community watershed or any fisheries sensitive watershed objectives.
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Section 8(1)(k) of the WLPPR requires the WLP to identify or describe any community watersheds or fisheries sensitive watersheds which overlap the WL area.   If either of these types of special watersheds have been established or designated over the WL area then the text of the WLP should make note of it and the WLP map should clearly indicate the area affected if a watershed overlaps a portion of the WL area.  



FISHERIES SENSITIVE WATERSHEDS

There is a list of fisheries sensitive watersheds that have been established by regulation in Schedule 2 at the end of the WLPPR.  

The Ministry of Environment is working to establish objectives for the fisheries sensitive watersheds in Schedule 2 of the WLPPR under the Government Actions Regulation by December 31, 2005.

 

Once these objectives are established over a WL area, WLPPR section 57 indicates that a WL holder must carry out primary forest activities (harvesting, silviculture treatments, road construction, maintenance and deactivation) only in a manner that is consistent with the fisheries sensitive watershed objective, unless exempted by the regional manager for the Ministry of Environment.



WLPPR section 57.1 indicates that for a fisheries sensitive watershed identified in Schedule 2 of the WLPPR, for which there is no fisheries sensitive watershed objective, until December 31, 2005, the holder of a WL must ensure that the cumulative hydrological effects of primary forest activities in any part of a fisheries sensitive watershed that is in the WL area do not result in a material adverse impact on the habitat of fish species for which the fisheries sensitive watershed was established. 



COMMUNITY WATERSHEDS

WLPPR section 58 indicates: Unless exempted by the regional manager for the Ministry of Environment, if a water quality objective applies to a WL area, a WL holder must carry out primary forest activities in the area only in a manner that is consistent with the water quality objective.



WLPPR section 58.1 applies to a community watersheds without approved water quality objectives and indicates the following:

If water is being diverted for human consumption through a licensed waterworks in a community watershed, the holder of a WL must ensure that the cumulative hydrological effects of primary forest activities within any part of the community watershed that is in the WL area do not result in

(a) a material adverse effect on the quantity of water or the timing of the flow of the water from the licensed waterworks, or

(b) the water from the licensed waterworks having a material adverse impact on human health that cannot be addressed by water treatment required under 

	(i) an enactment, or

	(ii) the licence pertaining to the waterworks.
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Maps and Information for Roads 





		Existing Roads

		Temporary and Permanent barricades to restrict vehicle access





Gavin Lake
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Required information:

		 Show all existing roads on the WLP map

		 Identify any temporary or permanent barricades to restrict vehicle access on the WLP map.
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Contiguous areas of sensitive soil 

		The WLP must identify contiguous areas of sensitive soil





		Sensitive soil is defined as

		an area with a slope > 60 % or indicators of potential slope instability 





16







Sensitive Soils Slopes >60%



Gavin Lake



WLPPR section 8(1)(m) requires that ‘contiguous areas of sensitive soil’ be identified or described in the information and maps of the WLP.  This can best be accomplished by mapping the areas of “sensitive soil” with brief descriptions.  



The term “sensitive soil” is defined in WLPPR section 1 as follows: “sensitive soil” means an area with one or both of the following:

(a) a slope of greater than 60%; (b) indicators of potential slope instability; 

 Note: The term “sensitive soils” in section 35 of the FPPR (i.e. soils with high or very high hazards for displacement, surface erosion or compaction) does not apply on WL areas.



The term contiguous areas is not defined in regulation.  It is suggested that a contiguous areas of sensitive soil would need to be at least 0.25 hectares in size in order to be large enough to map on the WLP map. Smaller contiguous areas of sensitive soil could be made note of as approximate point locations on the map with notations.



The term “indicators of potential slope instability” is no longer defined in regulation.  By not defining this term the government is placing the onus on the WL holder to ensure that all areas with indicators of potential slope instability are mapped and properly addressed during primary forest activities.  



A conservative approach to mapping ‘contiguous areas of sensitive soil’ would involve mapping:

		 areas with slope gradients > 60% (required by the definition of “sensitive soil”)

		 areas mapped on any terrain stability hazard maps as having a moderate or high likelihood of landslides

		 if no terrain stability hazard mapping has been done, areas identified on any reconnaissance terrain stability maps as having unstable or potentially unstable terrain, if available;

		 areas with “indicators of potential slope instability” listed in the Forest Practices Code Mapping and Assessing Terrain Stability Guidebook. 

http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/tasb/legsregs/fpc/FPCGUIDE/Guidetoc.htm  



Terrain stability maps are not likely to be available for WL areas without steep slopes. 

Due Diligence: A WL holder execute a very high standard of care in identifying and mapping areas with sensitive soils that could result in negative impacts from slope instability.  
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Private Property 

Private property within or adjacent to the woodlot licence area must be identified or described in the WL plan

adjacent is no longer defined in regulation but means near or contiguous
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Gavin Lake





Private Land



Section 8(1)(p) of the WLPPR requires the WLP to identify or describe private property within or adjacent to the WL area.  This requirement is probably most easily met by mapping the parcels of private land that are within the WL area, contiguous to the boundaries of the WL area or within close proximity to the WL area.  A base map showing District Lot designations for private land is preferred. 



MoF Resource Tenures and Engineering Branch suggests that all private land within 100 meters of the WL area should be identified on the WLP map.



That being said, the private property of a very vocal property owner who provides negative written comments during the WLP review process will probably need to be ‘identified or described’ in the WLP, even if it is not all that close to the WL area.  A text description of the location and nature of the private property can be used if such a private land parcel is not actually visible on the WLP map.   



The importance in identifying private properties lies in section 8(3) of the WLPPR which requires the WL holder to describe where harvesting will be avoided or modified during the term of the plan to address the interests of private property owners.  It may be necessary to identify parcels of private property on the WLP map so that they can be cross-referenced in the text of the WLP if written comments are received from an adjacent private property owner during the WLP review and comment process.
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Resource Features

		



Certain are Confidential
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		Karst

		Range Developments

		Research Plots

		Snow Course



		Cultural Heritage 	Resource associated 	with traditional use

		Recreation sites, 	trails, facilities and 	features





Gavin Lake









Resource Features







Section 8(1)(q) of the WLPPR requires the WLP to identify or describe “resource features” other than wildlife habitat features and archaeological sites to be identified or described in the WLP unless the WL holder has been prohibited or restricted from disclosing the location of the “resource feature”.



Section 5 of the Government Actions Regulation indicates the chief forester, regional executive director or district manager may identify one or more of the following as resource features in relation to a specified area:

(a) a surface or subsurface element of a karst system (i.e. a limestone cave entrance);

(b) a range development (defined as a structure, excavation, livestock trail indicated in a range plan or a forage improvement)

(c) Crown land used for research or experimental purposes;

		 a permanent sample site used as a snow course by or on behalf of the federal or Provincial government for the purpose of measuring the water content of the snow pack on a given area;



(e) a cultural heritage resource that is the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people and that is not regulated by the Heritage Conservation Act;

(f) an interpretative forest site, recreation site or recreation trail;

		 a trail or other recreation facility referred to in section 57 of the Act that is authorized by the minister or under another enactment;



(h) a recreation feature that the minister considers to be of significant recreational value.



The identification of a “resource feature” in an official order

(a) may be by category or type, and may be restricted to a specified geographic location, and

(b) must be sufficiently specific to enable a person affected by it to identify the resource feature in the ordinary course of carrying out forest practices or range practices.



If the minister responsible for the Forest Act reasonably believes that a resource feature may be subject to damage or disturbance if the location of the resource feature is disclosed, he or she

(a) must not disclose the location of the feature in the order,

(b) must provide written notice of the location of the feature to the holders of agreements under the Forest Act or the Range Act that will be affected by the order, and

(c) may attach conditions to the order

(i) prohibiting those holders from disclosing the location of the feature, or

(ii) restricting the extent to which, or the persons to whom, those holders may disclose the location of the feature.



Section 19(2) of the Government Actions Regulations also indicates that “resource features” as defined and established under the Code and made known to a WL holder are still applicable under FRPA.  In addition to the “resource features” listed in section 5 of the government Actions Regulation (above), wildlife habitat features, domestic water supply intakes and related water supply infrastructures and marine sensitive zones are still considered to be resource features if they established as such under the Code.  
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