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The WLP must specify a strategy for conserving 

and protecting “cultural heritage resources”

that are the focus of a traditional use by an 

aboriginal people that is of continuing 

importance to that people, and not regulated 

under the 

Heritage Conservation Act.
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WLPPR section 9(1)(d), in conjunction with section 10(a), requires the WLP to contain a result or strategy that will be implemented to conserve and protect cultural heritage resources that are the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people and of continuing importance to them. 

This result or strategy is not required to include archaeological sites or other such features protected under the Heritage Conservation Act.

Section 13(2) of the Heritage Conservation Act  is summarized as follows: Except as authorized by a permit  or order issued under section 12 or 14, a person must not:

- damage, desecrate or alter a Provincial heritage site or a Provincial heritage object or remove any heritage object or material that constitutes part of the site or object;

- damage, desecrate or alter a burial place that has historical or archaeological value or remove human remains or any heritage object from a burial place that has historical or archaeological value;

- damage, alter, cover or move an aboriginal rock painting or aboriginal rock carving that has historical or archaeological value;

- damage, excavate, dig in or alter, or remove any heritage object from, a site that contains artifacts, features, materials or other physical evidence of human habitation or use before 1846;

- damage or alter a heritage wreck or remove any heritage object from a heritage wreck;

- damage, excavate, dig in or alter, or remove any heritage object from, an archaeological site not otherwise protected under this section for which identification standards have been established by regulation;

- damage, excavate, dig in or alter, or remove any heritage object from, a site that contains artifacts, features, materials or other physical evidence of unknown origin if the site may predate 1846;

- damage, excavate or alter, or remove any heritage object from, a property that is subject to an order under section 14 (4) or 16 [a government issued order to conduct a heritage inspection or investigation or a stop work order].
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What are they?



Objects, sites, features or locations of a 

traditional societal practice of cultural or 

archaeological significance to First 

Nations

Where are they usually located?



Close to water or ancient water features



village sites, camping sites, trails or 

travel routes 



anywhere else



District office may have a map of 

traditional use areas or an archaeological 

overview assessment

Culturally modified tree
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The Forest Act defines a “cultural heritage resource” as follows:

"cultural heritage resource" means an object, a site or the location of a traditional societal practice that is of historical, cultural or archaeological significance to British Columbia, a community or an aboriginal people; 

Cultural heritage resources include archaeological sites, structural features, heritage landscape features and traditional use sites. (from MoF Glossary of Terms http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/library/documents/glossary/C.htm)  Culturally modified trees are the most frequently encountered cultural heritage resource in many areas.
Contact details will be provided to you in your supporting information package. 

WLPPR Section 17(3.1) states: A WL holder who publishes a notice in a local newspaper that a WLP is available for public review and comment or refers a copy of the WLP as required by the district manager must, for the period of review and comment required by the district manager (normally 30 days), make reasonable efforts to meet with First Nations groups affected by the WLP to discuss the plan or amendment.  

WL holders must make reasonable efforts to meet with First Nation groups affected by the WLP (during the review and comment period) to discuss the plan or amendment and its possible impact upon their traditional uses. The licensee must keep a record of those efforts to meet with First Nations groups (date and content) and must include a description of these efforts and any written comments received, as part of the supplemental information that accompanies the WLP that is submitted for approval.  Initiate discussions with First Nations during the initial stages of preparing a WLP so that any information provided by First Nations can be addressed in the WLP.  A period of more that 30 days is often deemed necessary to achieve discussions with First Nations so starting the process early is encouraged.    


[image: image3.emf]Strategy for Protecting FN 

“Cultural Heritage Resources”



Identify available information on cultural heritage resources 

(CHR) from traditional use studies, archaeological 

assessments, FN consultation activities by MOFR or personal 

observations



Identify the FNs contacted and information provided on CHRs. 



Discuss how you will conserve or protect any CHRs identified 

by FNs or the MoFR. 



Discuss the availability of identified CHRs and how you will 

provide reasonable opportunities for FNs to obtain CHRs if 

they request the opportunity (i.e. cedar bark, medicinal plants)



Propose to examine harvest areas for CHRs and notify the DM 

and FNs if anything is found. 



Commit to on-going discussions with FNs if new information 

on CHRs becomes available during the term of the WLP.
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The slide contains a suggested outline for how to write a strategy for protecting cultural heritage resources that are important to First Nations. 

The first step in developing this strategy is to request information from First Nations. A sample letter to send to the First Nations that may be affected by your WLP is included with these training materials to facilitate requesting information on cultural heritage resources.  

The following "Factors" listed in Schedule 1 of the WLPPR may be used to determine if a woodlot licence plan is consistent with the objective set out in section 9 (1) (d) [conserving and protecting cultural heritage resources that are the focus of a traditional use by First Nations that is of continuing importance to the First Nation]: 

The relative value or importance of a particular cultural heritage resource to a traditional use by an aboriginal people; 

The relative abundance or scarcity of a cultural heritage resource that is the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people; 

The historical extent of a traditional use by an aboriginal people of a cultural heritage resource; 

The impact on government granted timber harvesting rights of conserving or protecting a cultural heritage resource that is the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people; 

The options for mitigating the impact that a forest practice might have on a cultural heritage resource that is the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people
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Strategy

Must describe:



generally, the species and characteristics of individual 

wildlife trees



generally, the forest cover attributes of wildlife tree 

retention areas



the conditions under which individual wildlife trees 

may be removed



the conditions under which trees may be removed 

from within a wildlife tree retention area, and 



how wildlife trees removed will be replaced.
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The WLP map does not need to show wildlife 

tree retention areas.


Sample text is provided in the revised WLP template that can be modified by each workshop participant to complete a wildlife tree retention strategy for their WL. 

The Forest Planning and Practices Regulation states: “wildlife trees” means a tree or group of trees that::

(a) provide wildlife habitat, and

(b) assist in the conservation of stand level biodiversity;

“Wildlife tree retention area” means an area for retention of wildlife trees specified in a woodlot licence plan; 

"Factors" relating to biodiversity:

The following "Factors" may be used for the purpose of developing a wildlife tree retention strategy required under WLPPR section 11.

(a) The size, structure, amount, location and other characteristics of trees that

(i) make the trees suitable for wildlife habitat, and 

(ii) have ecological attributes that contribute to stand level biodiversity; 

(b) The extent to which wildlife habitat areas, ungulate winter ranges, riparian management zones, riparian reserve zones, scenic areas and other areas established to manage forest resources

(i) provide suitable wildlife habitat, and 

(ii) assist in the conservation of stand level biodiversity.

Guidance on developing a wildlife tree retention strategy can be found at: www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfp/wlt/wlt-policy-05.htm. 
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of Invasive Plants



The WLP must specify measures to 

prevent the introduction or spread of 

invasive plants



Exemptions may be granted where 

no invasive plants 



exist on the WL area, or 



adjacent to the WL area



Invasive Plants Regulation



Lists 42 plants of legal concern

Spotted Knapweed
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WLPPR section 14 states: For the purpose of section 47 [invasive plants] of the Act, a woodlot licence holder must, subject to section 78 (1) [minister may grant exemption], specify measures in the holder’s woodlot licence plan to prevent the introduction or spread of species of plants prescribed in the Invasive Plants Regulation, if the introduction or spread is likely to be the result of the holder’s forest practices.   

Exemptions may be granted where there are no invasive plants in the WL area or on land immediately adjacent to it. The plants of concern are those listed in the Invasive Plants Regulation. 
See http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/tasb/legsregs/frpa/frparegs/invplants/ipr.htm   
Another website with good information and pictures of most invasive plants is: http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/weeds.htm

Section 47 of the Forest and Range Practices Act indicates:  A person carrying out a forest practice or a range practice must carry out measures that are

(a) specified in the applicable “operational plan”, or

(b) authorized by the minister

to prevent the introduction or spread of prescribed species of invasive plants.

For the WL holder the  applicable “operational plan” would be the approved WLP.  


[image: image6.emf]Measures to Prevent the 

Spread of Invasive Plants



Minimize soil disturbance 



Promptly seed disturbed 

ground with a weed-free 

mix of grasses and 

legumes



Clean vehicles, clothing, 

equipment, and pets of 

invasive plants and their 

seed



Keep sand, gravel, and 

rock quarries free of 

invasive plants 



Learn to identify invasive 

plants and recognize early 

stages of development 



Establish well stocked 

stands of trees that will 

eventually suppress 

invasive plants 



Annually monitor invasive 

plants and carry out control 

measures before they 

reproduce, on roads and 

other areas where primary 

forest activities have 

created suitable seedbed
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As of October 30, 2005, there was no definite government policy on the need to prescribe measures to destroy or control invasive plants. 


[image: image7.emf]Natural Range Barriers

What are they?



A naturally occurring feature that stops or significantly impedes 

livestock movement to and from an adjacent area



River, rock face, dense timber

Why are they important? 



Keep cattle in a particular area



Pregnancy rates



Losses

Where are they?



Anywhere livestock range 



Ask your rancher or 

District Agrologist



Personal experience

Tillotson

Briscoe

UBC/AFRF Block 125
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Information regarding natural range barriers should be obtained through discussions with the range tenure holder and/or MoF Agrologist.
A natural range barrier is normally considered to be dense timber, shrubbery or downed woody debris that stops or significantly impedes livestock movement to or from an adjacent area.

In the photo above, the natural range barrier formed by an old ICH stand FdSxCw 740 was penetrated by the new road and block.  The forest manager knew this natural barrier existed, but the end of the road was placed too close to the boundary of a young stand, and cows were able to find a route through the 40 m of retained timber.
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1. Communicate often with rancher



Before operations start



Traditional movement patterns

2. Review range plan



What commitments does the rancher have?

3. Avoid problems



Stay back from natural barriers

with cut

blocks and roads

4. Mitigate problems



drift fences, cattle guards

5. Be a good neighbour
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Describe the measures or activities that will be carried out to mitigate the effect of removing or rendering ineffective any natural barriers.

Common measures include erecting short drift fences or installing cattle guards in roads to prevent the movement of cattle outside of range units or between pastures.


You may also describe how your activities will maintain existing natural range barriers by not operating close to range unit boundaries and not building roads or creating cattle movement corridors through them.


An established range tenure holder may be committed to doing some things such as salting or establishing water holes away from a barrier. A WL holder may want to note these commitments in the WLP so that the responsibilities of each tenure holder are clear. 
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Specified Areas



The WLP must specify stocking standards for areas 

where harvesting is limited to: 

–

commercial thinning, 

–

removal of individual trees, or

–

similar types of “intermediate cutting”, and for harvesting of 

special forest products



Why?



These areas remain stocked, after harvesting, and are 

exempted from the normal requirements to establish a free 

growing stand.



These stands must conform to these stocking standards for a 

period of 12 months after completion of harvesting.
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WLPPR section 12 requires the WLP to specify stocking standards for areas where harvesting is limited to commercial thinning, removal of individual trees, or a similar type of “intermediate cutting”, and for harvesting special forest products. Such areas, which are stocked after harvesting, are automatically exempted from the requirement to establish a free growing stand according to the normal stocking standards (see section 34(2) of the WLPPR). The exempted stands must conform to these separate stocking standards specified in this WLP for a period of 12 months after completion of harvesting.

WLPPR section 1 provides the following definition:  “intermediate cuttings” means 

(a) the harvesting of timber if

    (i) the harvesting takes place before the final harvest or regeneration cut, and

    (ii) the majority of the pre-harvest stand volume is not removed, or

(b) the harvesting of bark beetle infested timber by harvesting scattered trees, small clumps of trees or for access trails required to harvest the timber;
The words ‘or a similar type of intermediate cutting’ in WLPPR section 34(2)(d) provides guidance that the harvesting shouldn’t remove more than half of the stand volume or it wouldn’t qualify for the automatic exemption from the requirement to establish a free growing stand and the use of the stocking standards specified under WLPPR section 12.

The Special Forest Products Regulation indicates the following are designated to be special forest products under section 1 of the Forest Act:

Christmas trees; firewood; mining timbers; stakes and sticks; cants, post and rails (split or round); shake and shingle bolts, blocks and blanks; and shakes. 


[image: image10.emf]Stocking Information For 

Specified Areas

Check the appropriate box in the WLP template
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If you propose to use the Uneven-aged Stocking standards for single-tree selection, as found in the MoF Publication Reference Guide for FDP Stocking Standards simply check the box to select these standards.  If you delete the sentence “A copy these stocking standards is included in Appendix I” then you are not required to further document these stocking standards in the WLP.  However, if you want to accept these stocking standards, it is a good idea to provide a copy of Uneven-aged Stocking standards for single-tree selection, as found in the MoF Publication Reference Guide for FDP Stocking Standards as Appendix I of the WLP.  This ensures the stocking standards you are committing to are clearly documented and not subject to change by the MoF.

If you propose to use other stocking standards, put an ‘X’ in the second check box and complete one of the tables for stocking standards in Appendix I.

WLPPR section 18(3) indicates: The district manager must approve a stocking standard described under section 12 [stocking information for specified areas], if the district manager is satisfied that the stocking standard will result in the area being stocked with or retaining, as applicable, ecologically suitable species that address immediate and long-term forest health issues on the area, to a density or to a basal area that, in either case, is consistent with

(a) section 9 (1) (a) [maintaining or enhancing an economically valuable supply of commercial timber from the woodlot licence area ], and 

(b) the timber supply projections and forest management assumptions that apply to the area covered by the plan on the date that the plan is submitted for approval. 
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You may propose your own stocking standards. 

Tree species to be retained

Minimum residual basal area or number of mature trees per hectare to be retained / ha

Leave tree characteristics healthy, good form,  > 12.5 cm dbh,  

The old FPC had a soft definition of intermediate cutting as 60% of the pre-harvest basal area or volume

Appendix IA of the WLP template provides a table format you may adopt or modify to document simple stocking standards for areas that are harvested without regeneration objectives.
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Wildlife Tree Retention Strategy

Must describe:

		generally, the species and characteristics of individual wildlife trees

		generally, the forest cover attributes of wildlife tree retention areas

		the conditions under which individual wildlife trees may be removed

		the conditions under which trees may be removed from within a wildlife tree retention area, and 

		how wildlife trees removed will be replaced.
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The WLP map does not need to show wildlife tree retention areas.



Sample text is provided in the revised WLP template that can be modified by each workshop participant to complete a wildlife tree retention strategy for their WL. 



The Forest Planning and Practices Regulation states: “wildlife trees” means a tree or group of trees that::

(a) provide wildlife habitat, and

(b) assist in the conservation of stand level biodiversity;



“Wildlife tree retention area” means an area for retention of wildlife trees specified in a woodlot licence plan; 



"Factors" relating to biodiversity:

The following "Factors" may be used for the purpose of developing a wildlife tree retention strategy required under WLPPR section 11.

(a) The size, structure, amount, location and other characteristics of trees that

(i) make the trees suitable for wildlife habitat, and 

(ii) have ecological attributes that contribute to stand level biodiversity; 

(b) The extent to which wildlife habitat areas, ungulate winter ranges, riparian management zones, riparian reserve zones, scenic areas and other areas established to manage forest resources

(i) provide suitable wildlife habitat, and 

(ii) assist in the conservation of stand level biodiversity.



Guidance on developing a wildlife tree retention strategy can be found at: www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfp/wlt/wlt-policy-05.htm. 
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Measures to Prevent the Spread of Invasive Plants

		Minimize soil disturbance 

		Promptly seed disturbed ground with a weed-free mix of grasses and legumes

		Clean vehicles, clothing, equipment, and pets of invasive plants and their seed

		Keep sand, gravel, and rock quarries free of invasive plants 



		Learn to identify invasive plants and recognize early stages of development 

		Establish well stocked stands of trees that will eventually suppress invasive plants 

		Annually monitor invasive plants and carry out control measures before they reproduce, on roads and other areas where primary forest activities have created suitable seedbed
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		As of October 30, 2005, there was no definite government policy on the need to prescribe measures to destroy or control invasive plants. 
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Measures

1. Communicate often with rancher

		Before operations start

		Traditional movement patterns



2. Review range plan

		What commitments does the rancher have?



3. Avoid problems

		Stay back from natural barriers



 with cutblocks and roads

4. Mitigate problems

		drift fences, cattle guards



5. Be a good neighbour
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If the district manager does not grant an exemption, describe the measures or activities that will be carried out to mitigate the effect of removing or rendering ineffective any natural barriers.

Common measures include erecting short drift fences or installing cattle guards in roads to prevent the movement of cattle outside of range units or between pastures.



You may also describe how your activities will maintain existing natural range barriers by not operating close to range unit boundaries and not building roads or creating cattle movement corridors through them.



An established range tenure holder may be committed to doing some things such as salting or establishing water holes away from a barrier. A WL holder may want to note these commitments in the WLP so that the responsibilities of each tenure holder are clear. 
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Stocking Information For Specified Areas

Check the appropriate box in the WLP template
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If you propose to use the Uneven-aged Stocking standards for single-tree selection, as found in the MoF Publication Reference Guide for FDP Stocking Standards simply check the box to select these standards.  If you delete the sentence “A copy these stocking standards is included in Appendix I” then you are not required to further document these stocking standards in the WLP.  However, if you want to accept these stocking standards, it is a good idea to provide a copy of Uneven-aged Stocking standards for single-tree selection, as found in the MoF Publication Reference Guide for FDP Stocking Standards as Appendix I of the WLP.  This ensures the stocking standards you are committing to are clearly documented and not subject to change by the MoF.



If you propose to use other stocking standards, put an ‘X’ in the second check box and complete one of the tables for stocking standards in Appendix I.



WLPPR section 18(3) indicates: The district manager must approve a stocking standard described under section 12 [stocking information for specified areas], if the district manager is satisfied that the stocking standard will result in the area being stocked with or retaining, as applicable, ecologically suitable species that address immediate and long-term forest health issues on the area, to a density or to a basal area that, in either case, is consistent with

(a) section 9 (1) (a) [maintaining or enhancing an economically valuable supply of commercial timber from the woodlot licence area ], and 

(b) the timber supply projections and forest management assumptions that apply to the area covered by the plan on the date that the plan is submitted for approval. 
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9. Stocking Information for Specified Areas

Usless exempted by the district manager, the stocking standards indicated below apply to areas
where the establishment of a free growing stand is not required and harvesting is limited to
commercial thinning, removal of individual trees, or a similar type of intermediate culting, and
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54
=)
&
2

=]
=
o

=]
E:]
|
A

10. Performance Requirements
Soil disturbance limits

[ Defaukt WLPPR 5. 24(1)(b)
8% of Net Area to be Reforested

[ Alernative WLFPR 5. 24(1)(a).
[Enter Detais] Example Alternative Performance Requirement
1. For the purposes of Woodlot Licence Planning and Pracices Regulation section 24(1)(a), the
‘masirmim amount of soil disturbance that may be caused by the woodlot licence holder in the net
area to e reforested is

« 5%ifthe areais predominantly comprised of sensitive soils and

Draw [y | Autoshapes- \ % (1O B 41 | >-0-A- su@.
Fage 13 Sec 1 13724 At73  In38 Col42  REC TRC £ OUR Engish(Ca DX

@ Inbox- Mcrosoft Out... | @ 3 onReq.. | i Templt S R 17







_1224490814.ppt


Creating Your Own Stocking Standards for Specified Areas

Customize the uneven-aged standards for your specific sites

Create simple standards that work

		Species to be retained

		Minimum residual basal area or number of trees/ha

		Leave-tree characteristics – form, health, vigour

		Old FPC standard of retaining > 60% of pre-harvest basal area



Specified Area

Specified Area
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You may propose your own stocking standards. 

		Tree species to be retained

		Minimum residual basal area or number of mature trees per hectare to be retained / ha

		Leave tree characteristics healthy, good form,  > 12.5 cm dbh,  

		The old FPC had a soft definition of intermediate cutting as 60% of the pre-harvest basal area or volume



Appendix IA of the WLP template provides a table format you may adopt or modify to document simple stocking standards for areas that are harvested without regeneration objectives.
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Stocking Information For Specified Areas

		The WLP must specify stocking standards for areas where harvesting is limited to: 



commercial thinning, 

removal of individual trees, or

similar types of “intermediate cutting”, and for harvesting of special forest products



		Why?

		These areas remain stocked, after harvesting, and are exempted from the normal requirements to establish a free growing stand.

		These stands must conform to these stocking standards for a period of 12 months after completion of harvesting.
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WLPPR section 12 requires the WLP to specify stocking standards for areas where harvesting is limited to commercial thinning, removal of individual trees, or a similar type of “intermediate cutting”, and for harvesting special forest products. Such areas, which are stocked after harvesting, are automatically exempted from the requirement to establish a free growing stand according to the normal stocking standards (see section 34(2) of the WLPPR). The exempted stands must conform to these separate stocking standards specified in this WLP for a period of 12 months after completion of harvesting.



WLPPR section 1 provides the following definition:  “intermediate cuttings” means 

(a) the harvesting of timber if

    (i) the harvesting takes place before the final harvest or regeneration cut, and

    (ii) the majority of the pre-harvest stand volume is not removed, or

(b) the harvesting of bark beetle infested timber by harvesting scattered trees, small clumps of trees or for access trails required to harvest the timber;



The words ‘or a similar type of intermediate cutting’ in WLPPR section 34(2)(d) provides guidance that the harvesting shouldn’t remove more than half of the stand volume or it wouldn’t qualify for the automatic exemption from the requirement to establish a free growing stand and the use of the stocking standards specified under WLPPR section 12.



The Special Forest Products Regulation indicates the following are designated to be special forest products under section 1 of the Forest Act:

Christmas trees; firewood; mining timbers; stakes and sticks; cants, post and rails (split or round); shake and shingle bolts, blocks and blanks; and shakes. 
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Natural Range Barriers

What are they?

		A naturally occurring feature that stops or significantly impedes livestock movement to and from an adjacent area

		River, rock face, dense timber





Why are they important? 

		Keep cattle in a particular area

		Pregnancy rates

		Losses





Where are they?

		Anywhere livestock range 

		Ask your rancher or 

District Agrologist

		Personal experience



		



UBC/AFRF Block 125
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Tillotson

Briscoe



Information regarding natural range barriers should be obtained through discussions with the range tenure holder and/or MoF Agrologist.



A natural range barrier is normally considered to be dense timber, shrubbery or downed woody debris that stops or significantly impedes livestock movement to or from an adjacent area.



In the photo above, the natural range barrier formed by an old ICH stand FdSxCw 740 was penetrated by the new road and block.  The forest manager knew this natural barrier existed, but the end of the road was placed too close to the boundary of a young stand, and cows were able to find a route through the 40 m of retained timber.














_1224490788.ppt


Measures to Prevent the Spread of Invasive Plants

		The WLP must specify measures to 

prevent the introduction or spread of invasive plants

		Exemptions may be granted where no invasive plants 

		exist on the WL area, or 

		adjacent to the WL area

		Invasive Plants Regulation

		Lists 42 plants of legal concern



Spotted Knapweed
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WLPPR section 14 states: For the purpose of section 47 [invasive plants] of the Act, a woodlot licence holder must, subject to section 78 (1) [minister may grant exemption], specify measures in the holder’s woodlot licence plan to prevent the introduction or spread of species of plants prescribed in the Invasive Plants Regulation, if the introduction or spread is likely to be the result of the holder’s forest practices.   

	

Exemptions may be granted where there are no invasive plants in the WL area or on land immediately adjacent to it. The plants of concern are those listed in the Invasive Plants Regulation. 

See http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/tasb/legsregs/frpa/frparegs/invplants/ipr.htm   

Another website with good information and pictures of most invasive plants is: http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/weeds.htm



Section 47 of the Forest and Range Practices Act indicates:  A person carrying out a forest practice or a range practice must carry out measures that are

(a) specified in the applicable “operational plan”, or

(b) authorized by the minister

to prevent the introduction or spread of prescribed species of invasive plants.



For the WL holder the  applicable “operational plan” would be the approved WLP.  
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FN Cultural Heritage Resources

What are they?

		Objects, sites, features or locations of a traditional societal practice of cultural or archaeological significance to First Nations



Where are they usually located?

		Close to water or ancient water features

		village sites, camping sites, trails or travel routes 

		anywhere else

		District office may have a map of traditional use areas or an archaeological overview assessment



Culturally modified tree
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The Forest Act defines a “cultural heritage resource” as follows:

"cultural heritage resource" means an object, a site or the location of a traditional societal practice that is of historical, cultural or archaeological significance to British Columbia, a community or an aboriginal people; 



Cultural heritage resources include archaeological sites, structural features, heritage landscape features and traditional use sites. (from MoF Glossary of Terms http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/library/documents/glossary/C.htm)  Culturally modified trees are the most frequently encountered cultural heritage resource in many areas.



You should contact the District Manager or Aboriginal Liaison Officer for assistance in obtaining contact details and relevant traditional use information which may be available. Information on archaeological sites or features regulated under the Heritage Conservation Act may also be available through the district office.  



WLPPR Section 17(3.1) states: A WL holder who publishes a notice in a local newspaper that a WLP is available for public review and comment or refers a copy of the WLP as required by the district manager must, for the period of review and comment required by the district manager (normally 30 days), make reasonable efforts to meet with First Nations groups affected by the WLP to discuss the plan or amendment.  



WL holders must make reasonable efforts to meet with First Nation groups affected by the WLP (during the review and comment period) to discuss the plan or amendment and its possible impact upon their traditional uses. The licensee must keep a record of those efforts to meet with First Nations groups (date and content) and must include a description of these efforts and any written comments received, as part of the supplemental information that accompanies the WLP that is submitted for approval.  Initiate discussions with First Nations during the initial stages of preparing a WLP so that any information provided by First Nations can be addressed in the WLP.  A period of more that 30 days is often deemed necessary to achieve discussions with First Nations so starting the process early is encouraged.    
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Strategy for Protecting FN “Cultural Heritage Resources”

		Identify available information on cultural heritage resources (CHR) from traditional use studies, archaeological assessments, FN consultation activities by MOFR or personal observations

		Identify the FNs contacted and information provided on CHRs. 

		Discuss how you will conserve or protect any CHRs identified by FNs or the MoFR. 

		Discuss the availability of identified CHRs and how you will provide reasonable opportunities for FNs to obtain CHRs if they request the opportunity (i.e. cedar bark, medicinal plants)

		Propose to examine harvest areas for CHRs and notify the DM and FNs if anything is found. 

		Commit to on-going discussions with FNs if new information on CHRs becomes available during the term of the WLP.
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The slide contains a suggested outline for how to write a strategy for protecting cultural heritage resources that are important to First Nations. 



The first step in developing this strategy is to request information from First Nations. A sample letter to send to the First Nations that may be affected by your WLP is included with these training materials to facilitate requesting information on cultural heritage resources.  



The following "Factors" listed in Schedule 1 of the WLPPR may be used to determine if a woodlot licence plan is consistent with the objective set out in section 9 (1) (d) [conserving and protecting cultural heritage resources that are the focus of a traditional use by First Nations that is of continuing importance to the First Nation]: 

		The relative value or importance of a particular cultural heritage resource to a traditional use by an aboriginal people; 

		The relative abundance or scarcity of a cultural heritage resource that is the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people; 

		The historical extent of a traditional use by an aboriginal people of a cultural heritage resource; 

		The impact on government granted timber harvesting rights of conserving or protecting a cultural heritage resource that is the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people; 

		The options for mitigating the impact that a forest practice might have on a cultural heritage resource that is the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people
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FN Cultural Heritage Resources

The WLP must specify a strategy for conserving and protecting “cultural heritage resources” that are the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people that is of continuing importance to that people, and not regulated under the Heritage Conservation Act.
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WLPPR section 9(1)(d), in conjunction with section 10(a), requires the WLP to contain a result or strategy that will be implemented to conserve and protect cultural heritage resources that are the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people and of continuing importance to them. 

		This result or strategy is not required to include archaeological sites or other such features protected under the Heritage Conservation Act.



The Heritage Conservation Act establishes mandatory legal protection of all heritage sites and heritage objects in BC that predate European contact in 1846. 

Section 13(2) of the Heritage Conservation Act  is summarized as follows: Except as authorized by a permit  or order issued under section 12 or 14, a person must not:

- damage, desecrate or alter a Provincial heritage site or a Provincial heritage object or remove any heritage object or material that constitutes part of the site or object;

- damage, desecrate or alter a burial place that has historical or archaeological value or remove human remains or any heritage object from a burial place that has historical or archaeological value;

- damage, alter, cover or move an aboriginal rock painting or aboriginal rock carving that has historical or archaeological value;

- damage, excavate, dig in or alter, or remove any heritage object from, a site that contains artifacts, features, materials or other physical evidence of human habitation or use before 1846;

- damage or alter a heritage wreck or remove any heritage object from a heritage wreck;

- damage, excavate, dig in or alter, or remove any heritage object from, an archaeological site not otherwise protected under this section for which identification standards have been established by regulation;

- damage, excavate, dig in or alter, or remove any heritage object from, a site that contains artifacts, features, materials or other physical evidence of unknown origin if the site may predate 1846;

- damage, excavate or alter, or remove any heritage object from, a property that is subject to an order under section 14 (4) or 16 [a government issued order to conduct a heritage inspection or investigation or a stop work order].










